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“All  flesh  is  grass. " 


All  flesh  is  grass 

and  all  its  beauty  is  like  the  flower  of  the 
field* 

The  grass  withers,  the  flower  fades, 

when  the  breath  of  the  Lord  blows  upon  it; 
surely  the  people  are  grass* 

The  grass  withers,  the  flower  fades; 

but  the  word  of  our  God  will  stand  forever* 


Isaiah  40:6b'8 


I will  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  your  offspring 
and  my  blessings  on  your  descendants* 
They  shall  spring  up  like  grass  in  a meadow, 
like  poplar  trees  by  flowing  streams* 


Isaiah  44:3b'4 


^^Distance  lends  enchantment  to  the  view, 
And  robes  the  mountains  in  its  azure  hue.’^ 


Events  often  possess  an  interest  proportioned  to 
their  remoteness  in  point  of  time;  and  though  but 
little  regarded  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence,  they  may 
be  regarded  at  remote  periods  of  time  with  thrilling 
interest. 

The  thoughts  of  the  young  dwell  much  in  the 
future;  but  as  we  advance  in  life,  our  thoughts  linger 
among  the  memories  of  childhood,  youth  and  early 
manhood. 

I propose  to  trace  on  these  pages  some  events  of 
personal  interest,  which  may  serve  to  revive  pleasant 
years;  and  when  my  pilgrimage  is  past,  they  may 
interest  those  by  whom  1 hope  to  be  held  in 
affectionate  remembrance. 


from 

The  Book  of  Family  History 
by 

Joshua  I linckley  Davis,  Sr. 


DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 
JUNE  13, 1888 

At  the  Family  Reunion  at  the  house  four;  aunts,  four;  cousins,  twenty-two; 

of  Levi  F.  S.  Davis,  on  the  evening  of  June  brothers,  four;  sisters,  three.  Of  that 

1 3,  1 888, 1 made  the  following  statement:  number,  only  five  remain. 


The  joy  of  this  interesting  occasion  is 
sobered  by  the  remembrance  of  that  large 
company  of  loved  ones,  whose 
companionship  has  blessed  our  lives,  but 
“who  now  sleep  in  the  noiseless  bed  of  rest.” 
It  is  true,  doubtless,  of  most  families,  that 
those  who  tread  the  earth  are  less  than  those 
“who  slumber  in  its  bosom.” 

I am  unable  to  trace  my  ancestry 
beyond  my  grand  parents,  three  of  whom  I 
remember.  They  were  all  bom  between 
1 740  and  1750,  in  the  colonial  days  and 
during  the  reign  of  George  U,  King  of 
England,  and  were  married  between  1765 
and  1 770,  in  the  reign  of  George  HI  of 
Revolutionary  memory.  The  last  of  this 
generation,  my  paternal  grandmother  died 
December  18,  1828,  aged  81  years. 

To  these  grand-parents  were  bom  six 
sons  and  four  daughters.  To  these  were 
added,  by  marriage  one  son  and  five 
daughters,  making  sixteen  for  the  second 
generation.  The  last  of  this  generation. 

Uncle  James  W.  Davis,  died  Aug.  11,  1864, 
aged  94  years. 

My  father,  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis, 
was  bom  August  3,  1773,  the  year  of  the 
“Boston  Tea  Party.”  My  mother  Azubah 
Hinckley,  was  bom  January  5,  1777,  the  year 
of  Burgoyne’s  surrender  at  Saratoga. 

To  the  second  generation  were  added 
by  marriage,  twenty  sons  and  nine  daughters, 
making  fifty-eight  of  the  third  generation,  of 
which  I am  a member.  Of  this  generation, 
nine  only  remain. 

At  the  time  of  my  earliest 
recollection,  my  entire  circle  of  relatives, 
then  living,  numbered  forty-two; 
grandparents,  three;  parents,  two;  uncles. 


To  the  third  generation  were  bom, 
forty-four  sons  and  thirty-eight  daughters. 

To  these  have  been  added,  by  marriage, 
twenty-six  sons  and  thirty-eight  daughters; 
making  a total  of  one  hundred  and  forty-six 
of  the  fourth  generation.  I caimot  give  the 
numbers  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  generations. 

Not  infi’equently,  families  rapidly 
and  sadly  degenerate.  A striking  example  is 
given  in  the  early  colonial  history:  Gov. 
Winslow,  one  of  the  early  governors  of 
Plymouth  colony,  a great  and  good  man,  had 
a son,  Gen.  Winslow,  a valiant  man,  but  of 
questionable  character.  The  general  had  a 
son,  a physician  by  occupation,  whose 
irregularities  brought  great  dishonor  upon 
the  family  name.  On  the  death  of  Dr. 
Winslow,  the  good  parson  of  the  parish 
preached  a sort  of  funeral  oration.  He 
eulogized  in  glowing  terms  the  lamented  and 
estimable  governor,  and  said  that  at  the  time 
of  his  decease,  he  earnestly  prayed  that  his 
valiant  son,  the  general,  might  succeed  to  all 
of  his  father’s  graces;  and  on  the  death  of  the 
general,  he  prayed  devoutly  that  his  son,  the 
doctor,  might  be  no  worse  a man  than  his 
father.  The  parson  remarked,  “It  seemed  a 
small  favor  to  ask  of  Heaven,  but  it  was 
never  granted.” 

We  may  justly  indulge  in  feelings  of 
complacency  as  we  review  our  family 
history.  The  men  and  women  of  the  first 
generation  were  sound  in  health  and 
character.  The  natural  branches  have 
retained  the  soundness  of  the  parent  tree, 
and  the  wild  branches  which  have  been 
grafted  on  were  selected  with  caution  and 
sound  judgment;  hence,  in  all  the  successive 
generations,  none  have  arisen  to  bring 
dishonor  upon  our  fair  family  tree. 


Joshua  H.  Davis,  Sr. 


IN  APPRECIATION 


HELEN  DAVIS 
1876-  1949 


“She  was  one  of  the  finest  women  1 ever  knew.” 


(From  a letter  to  our  tamily  from  [Dorothy  Fletcher  Davis 
during  Flelen’s  final  illness.) 


Caroline  Davis  ~ graduated  from  Wellesley  College  ~ 1897 
Helen  Davis  ~ graduated  from  Welleslev  College  " 1899 


My  Great-aunt  Sarah  Elizabeth  Gross  Davis  was  the  last  Davis  resident  of 
65  Myrde  St.  in  Somerville.  She  moved  there  as  a two-year-old  in  1855  and  died  there  81 
years  later  in  1936. 

After  Sarah’s  death  her  brother  Joshua  Davis,  Jr.  commented  in  a letter  to  his  niece 
Helen  that  “it  was  only  right”  the  house  went  to  her  and  her  sister  Caroline. 

The  house  was  filled  with  treasures  and  the  source  of  cherished  Davis  heirlooms 
many  of  us  now  have.  In  1913  Louis  Dyar  remembered  “Grandfather’s  attic”  with  awe. 

Helen  had  a monumental  task  in  the  dispersal  of  the  household  goods  if  the  letters 
to  her  Uncle  Joshua  were 'any  indication.  “Would  you  like  to  have...”,  “Grandfather  said 
this  was  to  be  yours...”,  “Are  you  interested  in...”  are  sprinkled  throughout  her  letters  of  the 
late  1930’s.  Items  as  common  as  bed  sheets  and  as  unique  at  Frederick  Freeman’s 
two-volume  History  of  Cape  Cod  found  their  way  to  my  parents. 

Lively  and  frequent  correspondence  in  the  1930’s  and  1940’s  also  revealed  an 
intense  interest  in  genealogy.  Helen  and  her  second  cousin  Harry  Boardman  (grandson  of 
Capt.  Benjamin  Dyer)  swapped  information,  and  letters  to  my  grandfather  requested 
clarification  and  identification  of  people  and  events. 

In  1937  Helen  wrote: 

“During  the  past  winter  I have  had  occasion  to  delve  into  family  closets.  No 
skeletons  came  to  light  but  in  an  obscure  corner  I discovered  a plain 
paste-board  box  containing  family  letters  ranging  over  a period  of  more  than 
100  years.  Most  of  them  have  value  only  because  of  their  age  or  their 
writers.” 


I am  simpatico  with  what  Helen  did  next.  She  transcribed  hundreds  of  pages  of 
family  history  on  her  manual  typewriter.  Astoundingly,  they  are  free  of  typographical 
errors.  By  making  several  carbon  copies,  members  of  the  extended  Davis  family  benefited. 

Among  the  family  papers  was  “The  Book  of  Family  History”  by  Joshua  H.  Davis,  Sr. 
This  book  is  the  reason  our  family  is  reuniting  in  2001.  Helen  disseminated  bound 
copies  of  it,  and  one  was  sent  to  my  parents.  About  1980  I retyped  it  and  sent  a copy  to 
the  Truro  Historical  Society.  It  linked  Nancy  Davis  Libby  and  Richard  Ebens  to  me  when 
they  wrote  the  society  to  begin  tracing  their  family  trees. 


When  Helen  died  in  1949,  Philip  and  Dorothy  Davis  bought  her  home.  The 
family  papers  were  stored  away  again  and  largely  forgotten. 

In  the  spring  of  2000  1 became  acquainted  with  my  second  cousin  Joan  Davis 
Dimond,  Philip’s  daughter.  She  had  been  wondering  what  to  do  with  the  family  papers 
which  were  now  in  her  attic.  She  was  kind  enough  to  pass  them  on  to  me  and  has 
appointed  me  “curator  of  the  Davis  Archives.” 

The  “lOO-year-old”  family  papers  Helen  found  are  now  more  than  60  years  older. 
The  phoenix  which  arose  from  the  ancient  letters  passed  through  Helen’s  typewriter.  The 
rebirth  of  the  phoenbc  was  processed  through  my  computer  to  a larger  reading  audience. 

1 hope,  when  another  60  years  have  passed,  our  descendants  will  come  upon  what 
we  have  recorded  and  give  the  phoenbc  another  incarnation.  They  will  probably  shake 
their  heads  and  pity  me  for  ha^ng  no  better  technology  than  a 1996^ra  computer  with 
which  to  work.  1 commiserated  with  Helen’s  typewriter  and  carbon  paper,  and  Helen 
probably  did  the  same  when  she  considered  the  old  pens  and  ink. 

May  our  legacy,  which  includes  the  genealogical  interest  found  in  each  generation, 

endure. 


Susan  Davis  Hanson 

2001 


COINCIDENCES/IRONIES/OBSERVATIONS 


We  know  the  least  about  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis’s  son  Benjamin  and  the  most 
about  his  son  Joshua.  Benjamin  had  the  smallest  family  and  Joshua  the  largest.  Today  the 
descendants  of  Benjamin  far  outnumber  those  of  Joshua. 

Carol  Holmes,  a Lombard  decendant,  lived  in  Lombard,  IL  over  20  years. 

Uzbekistan  is  a little  known  country  in  Central  Asia.  Bill  Sandve  (son  of  Helen 
Davis  Sandve)  lives  there,  and  his  third  cousin  Vivian  Mendenhall  (granddaughter  of  Ralph 
Dyar)  toured  there  in  2000.  Bill’s  parents  also  visited  Uzbekistan  in  2000. 

In  the  February  of  2000  I met  two  people  from  Needham,  MA  - my  second  cousin 
Joan  Davis  Dimond  and  a Texan  (transplanted)  named  Ralph,  a friend  of  my  niece  Mary 
Malmo  Reme.  Joan  and  Sidney  Dimond  and  Ralph’s  parents  attend  the  same  church  in 
Needham.  Sidney  Dimond  was  Ralph’s  scoutmaster. 

Joan  Davis  Dimond  and  Richard  Ebens  (third  cousins,  once  removed  who  met  for 
the  first  time  in  2000)  may  possibly  be  the  “fittest”  over-TO  tennis  players  in  the  state  of 
Massachusetts. 

Emily  Peterson  (1830-1850)  and  Sandra  Harris  Gilley  (b.  1960)  bear  an  uncanny 
resemblance  to  each  other.  Emily  and  Sandra  are  first-cousins  several  times  removed. 

When  I did  the  1999  version  of  Anna  G.  Lombard  Davis’s  letters  to  her  son 
Joshua,  I had  little  choice  of  fancy  computer  paper  for  the  cover.  I chose  the  most  benign  - 
blue  sky  with  fluffy  clouds.  When  I superimposed  Anna’s  picture  onto  the  paper,  she 
became  three-dimensional,  and  I was  delighted.  In  2001,  I read  her  husband  Joshua’s  letter 
to  his  daughter  Mary  written  shortly  after  Anna’s  death.  Joshua  commented  on  Anna’s 
love  of  nature  and  emphasized  her  particular  love  of  clouds. 

Interests  and  Occupations:  Mary  Davis  Dyar’s  love  of  nature  (inherited  from  her 
mother)  is  firmly  entrenched  in  her  descendants.  Several  descendants  of  Joshua  H.  Davis. 
Sr.,  an  educator,  are/were  educators.  Several  ancestors  worked  in  offices  (bookkeepers, 
stenographers)  as  do  many  descendants.  Religious  forbears  begat  members  of  the  clergy  in 
succeeding  generations.  Education  was  and  is  a priority.  We  are  world  travelers  just  as  our 
sea  captain  ancestors  were. 

Truro  in  Cornwall,  England  is  the  namesake  of  Truro,  MA.  Towns  named  Truro 
can  also  be  found  in  Virginia,  Ohio,  Iowa,  Texas  and  Nova  Scotia. 

Our  Truro  progenitors  were  Congregationalists  as  are  several  descendants. 


We  live  in  literally  the  four  corners  of  our  country  - New  England,  Florida, 
California,  Washington,  and  Alaska  plus  states  in  between. 

Total  strangers  “out  there”  have  the  same  old  family  photographs  we  do. 

The  old  naming  patterns  still  exist.  In  my  own  family  Elizabeth  is  a favored  name 
as  it  was  for  the  Betseys,  Bettys,  Bessies  and  Elizabeths  who  preceded  us.  Children  tend  to 
be  named  for  preceding  generations.  The  family  name  “Davis”  shows  up  as  middle  names 
for  sons  of  later  generations.  Except  for  Cliff  Davis’s  line,  our  Davis  surname  has  all  but 
disappeared. 

Names;  Without  a doubt  Benjamin  and  Betsey  are  the  most  popular  names  in  our 

family.  Benjamin  Davis  started  it  all  when  he  married  Betsey  Rowe  in  1767. 
Their  oldest  son  was  named  Benjamin,  and  their  only  daughter  was  named 
Betsey. 

Each  of  their  sons,  Benjamin  Davis,  2nd,  James  Webb  Davis,  and  Ebenezer 
Lombard  Davis,  named  a son  Benjamin. 

Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis’s  oldest  daughter  marrried  Benjamin  Dyer.  His 
oldest  son  Solomon  married  Betsey  Snow.  His  son  Benjamin  married 
Betsey  Stevens.  He  also  had  a daughter  named  Betsey.  Therefore, 

Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  had  a son  and  a son-in-law  named  Benjamin,  and 
a daughter,  a mother  and  two  daughters-in-law  named  Betsey  Davis. 

When  Joshua  Davis,  Sr.  married  Anna  G.  Lombard,  he  acquired  a 
sister-in-law  named  Betsey  Lombard  Cook.  Joshua  and  Anna’s  children 
had  four  Aunt  Betseys  at  one  time! 

Among  the  same  generation  of  cousins  were  two  named  E.  D.  Dyer  and 
E.  D.  Dyar.  Ebenezer  Davis  Dyer’s  grandfather  was  Ebenezer  Lombard 
Davis,  and  Emerson  Dudley  Dyar’s  grandfather  was  Benjamin  Davis,  2nd. 

Emerson  Dudley  Dyar’s  mother  was  Mary  Davis  Dyar.  Joshua  Davis’s 
daughter  Mary  Davis  married  Mary  Davis  Dyar’s  son  Emerson  (her 
second  cousin)  became  another  Mary  Davis  Dyar.  Mother-in-law  and 
daughter-in-law  had  identical  names. 

My  great-grandmother  Anna  Gross  Lombard  Davis  was  named  for  her 
grandmother  Anna  Lombard  Gross.  Anna  Lombard  Gross  (the 
grandmother)  had  a daughter  (an  aunt  to  Anna  Gross  Lombard)  named 
Anna  Gross.  This  Anna  Gross  married  James  Lombard,  was  widowed,  then 
married  his  brother  David.  She  was,  therefore,  Anna  Gross  Lombard 
Lombard. 


I found  four  situations  wherein  children  were  adopted. 

First,  and  most  important,  Betsey  Rowe  was  “adopted”  by  Ebenezer  and 
Bethiah  Mayo  Lombard  ca.  1750.  Her  son,  our  ancestor  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis,  was 
named  for  her  foster  father. 

Capt.  Jaazaniah  Gross  “sponsored”  an  Italian  lad  named  Francis  Pascal,  who  came 
with  Capt.  Gross  to  Truro.  Francis  Pascal  married  a Truro  woman  and  had  children, 
became  an  upstanding  citizen,  but  unfortunately  died  at  a relatively  young  age.  There  are 
Pascal  descendants  to  this  day  in  Truro. 

Lewis  and  Sarah  Gross  Lombard  (brother-in-law  and  sister  to  Anna  G.  Lombard 
Davis)  adopted  an  orphaned  Irish  boy.  Lewis  Lombard  found  him  crying  on  the  streets  of 
Boston  while  he  was  serving  in  the  legislature.  The  boy  was  renamed  Edmund  Burke,  after 
the  famous  British  orator.  He  attended  the  Truro  Academy,  married  a Truro  girl,  and 
became  a sea  captain.  He  was  honored  by  the  city  of  Boston  for  his  daring  rescue  of  a 
foundering  ship  and  its  passengers. 

Azubah  Davis  Myrick,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Betsey  Davis  Myrick,  married  Isaac 
P.  Laha  in  1828.  Isaac  was  one  of  22  children  of  Richard  and  Drusilla  Laha  of  Wellfleet. 
Isaac  and  his  brother  Richard  was  born  to  this  couple,  and  the  other  20  were  adopted.  The 
1850  Wellfleet  census  shows  an  elderly  Richard  and  Drusilla  whose  household  still  has 
several  children,  all  with  different  last  names. 


Susan  Davis  Hanson 
May,  2001 


CONNECTIONS  WITH  FAMOUS  PEOPLE 


LOUIS  AGASSIZ  Swiss>bom  American  Naturalist 

1807  - 1873 

An  anti-evolutionist,  he  established  the  famous  summer 
school  on  Penikese  Island  in  1873.  Because  he  died  later 
that  year,  the  school  only  existed  that  one  summer. 

Mary  Davis  Dyar  was  one  of  his  students. 


REV,  STEPHEN  BACHILER  Nonconformist  English  Clergyman 

Rev.  Bachiler  came  to  America  as  an  elderly  man,  remained 
controversial  in  religious  matters,  and  was  the  father  of 
Deborah  Bachiler  Wing.  Deborah’s  descendants  segued  into 
the  Lombard  line  from  whom  we  trace  our  more  immediate 
ancestry.  He  returned  to  England  in  his  90’s  and  died  in 
London  at  age  100  with  his  fourth  wife  at  his  side. 


LQRENZQ.DQW  BAKER  Sea  Captain 

Capt.  Baker  introduced  bananas  to  the  U.  S.  in  the  mid 
19th  Century  and  went  on  to  establish  the  United  States 
Fruit  company.  He  was  a student  of  Joshua  H.  Davis  at  the 
Truro  Academy  and  sent  a congratulatory  telegram  to  Joshua 
and  Anna  Davis  on  their  60th  anniversary. 


BETT  E DAVIS  American  Actress 


Bette  Davis  was  a Massachusetts  native  and  a Hinckley 
descendant.  The  Bette  Davis  papers  were  donated  to  Boston 
University.  (The  Davis  surname  is  irrelevant  in  this  case.) 


CHARLES  DICKENS  British  Author 


Mary  and  Solomon  Davis  attended  a reading  by  Charles 
Dickens  in  Boston  during  his  1866  American  tour. 


HENRY  KIMBALL  HADLEY  Musician.  Composer^  Orchestra  Conductor 

b.  1871 

Henry  Kimball  Hadley  was  the  son  of  Henry  Hadley, 
supervisor  of  music  in  the  Somerville  schools  and  conductor 
of  the  Winchester  amateur  orchestra. 

The  Hadleys  were  Myrtle  St.  neighbors  of  Joshua  and  Anna 
Davis,  and  the  Hadley  orchestra  provided  music  for  at  least 
one  family  celebration. 

JOHN  HINCKLEY,  JR.  Attempted  Presidential  Assassin 

John  Hinckley  Sr.’s  mother,  although  divorced  from  her 
husband  Percival  Hinckley,  hoped  her  first  grandchild 
Qohn,  Jr.’s  older  brother)  would  be  a boy  so  the  “Hinckley 
name  would  be  carried  on.  She  had  been  so  proud  of  that 
name.”  This  line  of  the  Hinckleys  came  from  Meriden,  CT. 

FRANK  B.  KELLOGG  Minnesota  Farm  Boy 

As  a youth  Frank  B.  Kellogg  was  tutored  by  Emerson  Dyar. 
He  went  on  to  become  a lawyer,  U.  S.  Senator,  Ambassador 
to  Great  Britain,  U.  S.  Secretary  of  State  (1925)  and  winner 
of  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  in  1929. 

HORACE  MANN  Massachusetts  Native,  Christian  Statesman  and  Educator 

Horace  Mann  dedicated  the  Truro  Academy  in  1840. 


LINDA  RICHARDS  First  Graduate  Nurse  in  the  United  States  ca^  1868 


Linda  Richards  became  acquainted  with  the  family  of  Dr. 
Jean  Baptiste  Masta  (ancestor  of  the  Benjamin  line)  in 
Vermont.  She  nursed  Dr.  Masta  during  his  final  illness 
ca.  1862,  and  her  interest  in  the  healing  arts  dates  from  this 
time. 

Linda  Richards  went  on  to  found  the  nursing  school  at 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  in  Boston  and  another  in 
Philadelphia.  She  knew  Florence  Nightingale  and  Clara 
Barton.  Her  name  is  among  those  at  the  Women’s  Hall  of 
Fame  in  Seneca  Falls,  NY. 

Dr.  Masta’s  grandson  Benjamin  Richards  Davis  (Nathaniel’s 
son)  was  named  for  Linda  Richards,  and  the  name  Richard 
is  prominent  in  Benjamin  line  of  the  Davis  family. 


WILLIAM  SHAKESPEARE  Poet  and  Playwright 

Our  Mayflower  ancestor  Stephen  Hopkins  made  an  earlier 
voyage  to  Jamestown,  Virginia  in  1607.  His  ship  was  caught 
up  in  a violent  storm  and  eventually  came  ashore  in 
Bermuda.  There  he  was  sentenced  to  death  for  mutiny, 
sweet-talked  his  way  out  of  his  sentence,  and  months  later 
arrived  in  Jamestown  in  the  repaired  vessel.  (His  name  was 
also  mentioned  in  connection  with  rumblings  of  a 
Mayflower  mutiny.) 

News  of  the  shipwreck  reached  England  and  was 
sensationalized.  William  Shakespeare  used  news  of  the  day 
in  his  writings,  and  his  last  play  The  Tempest  was  based  on 
this  incident.  He  relocated  the  action  to  the  Mediterranean 
but  made  reference  to  “Bermooths.” 


ZACHARY  TAYLOR  Hero  of  the  Mexican  War  and  U.  S.  President  1850-1851 


Simon  Hopkins,  son-in-law  of  Capt.  Ebenezer  Davis 
(Joshua’s  older  brother)  met  “Old  Rough  and  Ready”  in 
New  Orleans  after  the  Mexican  War. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Dyer  witnessed  the  aftermath  of  The 
Battle  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Capt.  Ebenezer  Davis  and  Solomon  Davis  (Joshua’s  older 
brothers)  attended  the  funeral  observances  in  Boston  the 
day  the  funeral  car  came  through  that  city. 


HENRY  DAVID  THOREAU  Philosopher  and  Transcendentalist 

Thoreau  made  four  walking  tours  of  Cape  Cod  and 
visited  with  “Lieutenant  Davis”  at  the  Highland 
Lighthouse  in  Truro.  “Lt.  Davis”  must  have  been 
James  Davis,  son  of  James  Webb  Davis  (Joshua’s  uncle)  who 
was  lighthouse  keeper  before  his  death  in  1852. 


DANIEL  WEBSTER  Lawyer.  Congressman.  U.  S.  Senator.  Whig  Candidate 

for  President  (Defeated  by  Martin  Van  Buren).  Secretary 

of  State  under  Millard  Fillmore.  Statesman.  Orator 

Our  common  ancestor  is  Rev.  Stephen  Bachiler. 

It  is  possible  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis,  Solomon  Davis, 
and/or  Capt.  Ebenezer  Davis  encountered  Daniel  Webster 
in  the  Massachusetts  State  House  during  their  terms  as 
representatives. 

Solomon  Davis  (son  of  Joshua)  owned  the  “Daniel  Webster 
rifle”  for  part  of  his  life.  Solomon  lived  in  Sandwich  in  the 
1870’s  and  Daniel  Webster  had  Sandwich  connections. 
How  Solomon  came  to  own  the  rifle  is  unknown. 

This  rifle  was  displayed  over  the  fireplace  in  Solomon’s 
home  and  was  bequeathed  to  the  Sandwich  Historical 
Society  in  Helen  Davis’s  will. 


TAMES  GREENLEAF  WHITTIER  Quaker  Poet 


Our  common  ancestor  is  Rev.  Stephen  Bachiler. 

The  Joshua  H.  Davis,  Jr.  papers  show  persistent  but 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  establish  the  exact  connection.  I 
have  a beautifully  bound  copy  of  “Snow  Bound”  by  Whittier 
which  belonged  to  my  grandfather. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT  FROM  STEPHEN  HOPKINS 


Generation  1. 

Stephen  Hopkins 

Came  in  Mayflower  1620 

1 

Generation  2. 

1 

Constance  Hopkins 

m. 

Nicholas  Snow 

Came  in  Ann  1623 

1 

Generation  3. 

1 

John  Snow  b.  1645 
m.  1669 

Mary  Smalley 

1 

Generation  4. 

1 

John  Snow  b.  1768 
m. 1700 

Elizabeth  Ridley 

1 

Generation  5. 

1 

Anthony  Snow  b.  1709 
m.  1731 

Sarah  Paine 

1 

Generation  6. 

1 

Ann  Snow  b.  1750 

m. 

Leonard  Pike 

1 

Generation  7. 

1 

1 

Elizabeth  Pike 

m. 

Lewis  Lombard 

1 

Generation  8. 

James  Lombard 
m.  1792 

Hannah  Snow 

1 

Anna  Lombard  b.  1772 
m.  1792 

Jaazaniah  Gross  1770-1816 

1 1 

Generation  9. 

Mehitable  Lombard 

m. 

Levi  Stevens 

Elizabeth  Gross 
m.  3813 

Thomas  Lombard 

1 

Sarah  Gross  b.  1805 

m. 

Lewis  Lombard 

1 

Generation  10. 

1 

Betsey  Stevens 
m. 1833 
Benjamin  Davis 

1 

1 

Anna  Lombard 
m. 1839 

Joshua  H.  Davis 

1 

1 

Isaac  G.  Lombju-d 

m. 

Margaret  Baker 

I 

Generation  11. 

Nathaniel  J.  K.  Davis 

m. 

Ida  Masta 

1 

1 

Joshua  H.  Davis 
m. 1886 

Cora  Hendrick 

1 

1 

Katherine  Baker 

m. 

Herman  Haass 

1 

Generation  12. 

1 

Benjamin  Davis 

m. 

Josephine  James 

1 

1 

Kenneth  Davis 
m. 1929 

Harriett  Steffens 

j 

Ruth  IC  Haass 

m. 

Edward  L.  Dunn 

I 

Generation  13. 

1 

Dorothy  Davis 

m. 

Frank  Ebens 

1 

1 

Susan  Davis 
m.  1975 

Lowell  Hanson 

1 

1 

Anne  E.  Dunn 

m. 

James  G.  Harris 

Generation  14. 

1 

Richard  Ebens 

m.  1965 

Mary  Jean  Comings 

1 

Jennie  Haitson 

b.  1981 

1 

Sandra  A.  Harris 

m. 

Charles  S.  Gilley 

Line  of  Descent  from  Rev.  Stephen  Bachiler 


Stephen  Bachiler  was  born  in  England  in  1561,  educated  at  Oxford,  made  vicar  of  a 
church  in  Hampshire  in  1587  where  he  remained  until  1605  when  he  was  deprived  of  his  living 
because  of  nonconformity.  For  the  next  25  years  he  preached  in  England  and  at  the  age  of  7 1 
came  to  America.  He  arrived  at  Boston  June  5,  1632,  and  proceeded  to  Lynn  with  the  little 
company  who  had  made  the  voyage  with  him.  His  daughter  Theodate  who  had  married 
Christopher  Hussey  was  already  settled  in  Lynn.  At  age  92  he  returned  to  England  and  died  at 
Hackney  near  London  in  the  100th  year  of  his  age. 

Deborah  Bachiler  married  Rev.  John  Wing  in  England  in  1630  and  after  his  death  came  to 
America  with  her  four  sons  Stephen,  John,  Daniel  and  Matthew  and  settled  in  Sandwich. 

Daniel  Wing,  son  of  John  and  Deborah  Bachiler  Wing,  married  Hannah  Swift  in  1641. 

Hannah  Wing,  first  child  of  Daniel  and  Hannah  Swift  Wing,  was  July  28,  1642,  and  was 
the  first  child  born  of  Wing  parents  in  America. 


Hannah  Wing  married  Jedediah  Lombard,  May  20,  1668.  They  moved  to  Truro  and  their 
two  oldest  sons,  Jedediah,  Jr.  and  Thomas,  became  original  proprietors. 


Jedediah  Lombard,  Jr.  m.  Hannah  Lewis 
Among  their  7 children  were: 

Solomon  (Judge,  Harvard  grad.) 

Ebenezer  (Betsey  Rowe’s  benefactor) 

Lewis  m.  Sarah  Parker  1741 
Lewis  m.  Eliz.  Pike  1766 
Among  his  children  were: 

Lewis  m.  Eliz.  Lombard  1797 
Among  their  children  were: 

James  m.  Anna  Gross  1818* 

David  m.  Anna  Gross  1820* 

Lewis  m.  Sarah  Gross  ca.  1830** 
Benjamin  m.  Julia  Lombard*** 

Anna  m.  Jaazaniah  Gross  1792 

Elizabeth  m.  Thomas  Lombard  1813 
Their  children  were: 

Sally  Lombard 
Betsey  Lombard 
Anna  Gross  Lombard 
Anna  m.  James  Lombard  1818*  & 
David  Lombard  1820* 
Sarah  m.  Lewis  Lombard  ca.  1830** 
Benjamin 

Among  his  children  was: 

Julia  m.  Benjamin  Lombard*** 
Mehitable  m.  Levi  Stevens  1812 
Among  their  10  children  was: 

Betsey  Stevens  m.  Benj.  Davis  1833 


Thomas  Lombard  m.  Mary  Newcomb 
Among  their  7 children  was: 

Thomas  m.  Eliz.  Binney  1721 
Among  their  children  was: 

Israel  m.  Jemima  Atkins  1770 
Among  their  children  were: 

Jemima 

Rebecca 

Thomas  m.  Eliz.  Gross  1813 
Their  children  were: 

1.  Sally  Lombard 

2.  Betsey  Lombard 

3.  Anna  Gross  Lombard 

m. 1839 

Joshua  Hinckley  Davis 
(brother  of  Benj.  lower  left  column) 


Note  the  number  of  marriages 
between  first  cousins. 

* Anna/James  (Sc  David 
**  Sarah  &.  Lewis 
***Julia  (Sc  Benjamin 

Eliz.  Gross  &c  Thomas  Lombard 
were  third  cousins  once  removed. 


THE 


DAVIS  FAMILY 


ALBUM 


I first  set  eyes  on  “the  family 
album”  when  I visited  my  second  cousin 
Nancy  Davis  Libby  in  Kennebunk,  ME  in 
1994.  1 took  in  as  much  as  1 could  for  as 
long  as  1 could  thinking  I’d  never  see  it 
again. 

Technology  reared  its  head,  and 
Richard  Ebens  took  his  new  digital 
camera  to  Kennebunk  and  photographed 
each  picture  in  the  album.  He  sent  me  a 
box  of  diskettes  containing  “the” 
photographs  I’d  viewed  a few  years 
before.  They  were  a wonderful 
complement  to  the  family  histories  I’d 
been  writing. 

For  a long  time  I’ve  wanted  to 
reproduce  the  family  album  but  was 
daunted  by  the  prospect.  When  I started 
this  book  for  the  reunion,  I figured  it  was 
time  to  share  our  ancestors  with 
everyone.  I bit  the  bullet,  got  the  “feel” 
for  the  project,  and  was  on  a roll  until  I 
finished. 

Here’s  how  it  works:  I bring  up 
the  photo  I want  onto  the  computer 
monitor.  I crop  out  what  I don’t  want 
and  “enhance”  it.  Enhancing  lightens 
dark  images,  sharpens  contrast,  and 
highlights  what’s  to  be  printed. 

When  it  comes  to  printing  the 
picture.  I’m  alw'ays  surprised  what  size  it 
turns  out  to  be!  So,  there  are  large 
pictures,  small  pictures,  and  others  I 
trimmed  to  fit  on  the  intended  page. 

Once  I got  the  family  groups 
organized,  I had  assortments  of  light  and 
dark,  clear  and  grainy,  distinct  and  faint 
photos,  and  they  were  ready  for  the  Xerox 
which  “prints  ‘em  as  it  sees  ‘em.”  The 


results  are  a whole  lot  better  than  never 
getting  to  see  what  these  people  looked 
like,  but  they  are  not  as  sharp  as  what  the 
computer  prints  out. 

The  quality  of  the  original  photos 
in  Nancy’s  album  range  from  crystal  clear 
to  very  dark.  My  process  diminishes  the 
best  ones  and  improves  the  worst. 

I like  to  imagine  I’m  peering  into 
the  past  through  a haze  or  a sheer  veil.  I 
hope  you  enjoy  these  pictures  as  much  as 
I do. 

Random  Observations 

Isaac  and  Betsey  Davis  Gross 
look  prosperous.  The  narrow-faced 
Paines  must  have  worn  out  the  fringed 
chair  at  the  photographer’s.  Benjamin 
and  Betsey  Stevens  Davis  suffered  a 
tragic  loss,  had  hard  lives  and  their 
pictures  show  it.  Capt.  Ebenezer  Davis’s 
eyes  still  twinkle  120  years  after  his  death 
(and  between  you  and  me.  I’d  like  to  wipe 
the  smirk  off  his  grandson  Henry  Snow’s 
face!).  Young  Sarah  E.  Gross  Hemenway 
captivates  me.  She’s  still  able  to  make  eye 
contact,  and  her  voluptuous  lips, 
beautiful  hair  and  head  covering  bespeak 
a strong,  handsome  woman.  My  vote  for 
the  sweetest  child  goes  to  Mary  Noble, 
who  died  young,  and  whose  photo  is  very 
faint.  I couldn’t  resist  using  a lot  of  space 
for  Edward  Davis  (Capt.  Ebenezer’s 
grandson  and  Ebenezer  Lester’s  son)  in 
the  toy  horse-drawn  cart.  If  his  brother 
Chester’s  picture  had  been  better,  you 
would  have  seen  him  holding  a hoop  and 
with  one  foot  on  the  first  step  of  a 
staircase.  I have  no  idea  how  Doris 
Taylor  Poore  fits  into  the  Paine/Poore 
family,  but  she  is  beautiful. 


The  Text 


For  the  most  part  the 
accompanying  text  is  taken  directly  from 
“The  Book  of  Family  History”  by 
Joshua  H.  Davis,  Sr.  Joshua  wrote  this 
over  a span  of  years  while  most  of  his 
relatives  were  alive.  That’s  why  the 
present  tense  is  used  in  some  narratives. 

Joshua  did  not  bring  everything 
up-tcKlate,  though.  For  example,  when 
he  wrote  about  his  brother  Capt. 
Ebenezer  Davis,  he  stated  his  son 
Ebenezer  Lester  Davis  was  still  living  at 
home.  Ebenezer  Lester  married,  had 
children  and  died  within  Joshua’s 
lifetime;  but  he  did  not  record  this. 

Obituaries  are  wonderful 
biographies  but  notice  the  lack  of  death 
dates  and/ or  the  age  of  the  deceased  in 
some  instances.  Their  contexts,  however, 
offer  parameters  of  how  they  fit  into  the 
family. 

On  a personal  note,  my  genealogy 
hobby  makes  all  the  “begats”  in  the  Bible 
more  comprehensible.  How  we  got 
“here”  from  “there”  is  interesting,  to  say 
the  least. 


Susan  Davis  Hanson 
May,  2001 


Benjamin  Davis,  my  paternal  grandfather,  came  from  Snow  Hill,  Maryland,  when  a 
young  man.  He  was  a mariner,  and  left  his  home  in  Truro  during  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  and  never  returned,  and  no  intelligence  was  ever  received  of  his  fate. 

OHD) 

For  more  than  100  years,  our  closer  ancestors  chased  this  Snow  Hill,  Maryland 
lead  in  vain.  Richard  Ebens  and  I are  of  the  opinion  that  Benjamin  may  have  sailed  to 
Truro  from  Snow  Hill,  but  we  are  quite  sure  he  was  not  a native  of  the  place.  No 
Maryland  research  has  turned  up  so  much  as  a hint  of  his  living  there.  His  name,  along 
with  a James  Webb,  was  found  in  the  muster  rolls  of  South  Carolina  militia  units  in  the 
early  1 760’s.  A James  Webb  turned  up  in  Truro  the  same  time  a Benjamin  Davis  did. 
We  feel  these  friends  came  to  Truro  via  Snow  Hill,  a seaport,  but  there  is  no  evidence  to 
place  Benjamin  in  Snow  Hill  as  a resident. 

(SDH) 

Betsey  Rowe  Davis,  my  paternal  grandmother,  was  left  a widow  when  her  children 
were  all  small  and  dependent,  and  during  a dark  period  in  the  history  of  our  nation.  She 
suffered  great  hardship  and  privation  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

For  many  of  the  last  years  of  her  life,  she  spent  the  warm  months  with  Uncle  James 
(James  Webb  Davis)  and  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  my  father’s  family.  She  was  a 
kind-hearted  old  lady  and  very  fond  of  children.  In  my  childhood  1 hailed  with  pleasure 
the  cool  weather  of  autumn,  which  was  the  harbinger  of  grandmother’s  return.  It  was  my 
delight  during  the  long  winter  evenings  to  listen  to  her  recital  of  the  thrilling  events  in  the 
history  of  our  country  which  transpired  within  her  recollection.  Her  memory  was 
retentive,  and  she  narrated  events  with  great  minuteness. 

She  died  at  my  father’s  house,  December  18,  1828,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 

OHD) 

Betsey  Rowe  Davis  was  born  in  1747,  the  illegitimate  daughter  of  Joanna  Savage. 
She  was  raised  as  the  foster/adopted  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Lombard,  the  namesake  of 
our  ancestor  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis.  Betsey^s  three  sons  went  to  sea  at  young  ages, 
possibly  as  young  as  10.  Her  daughter  Betsey  married  Solomon  Myrick  of  Brewster,  and 
Betsey  Davis  shows  up  in  the  1810  census  as  being  part  of  the  Myrick  household  in 
Brewster.  Betsey  Davis  Myrick  died  about  1815,  and  indications  are  Solomon  Myrick 
returned  to  Truro  with  his  only  child,  Azubah  Davis  Myrick,  and  deposited  his  former 
motherdndaw  on  the  doorsteps  of  her  sons  James  Webb  Davis  and  Ebenezer  Lombard 
Davis.  Solomon  Myrick  lived  in  Truro  the  rest  of  his  life  and  married  twice  more.  It 
appears  Betsey  lived  with  EbenezeFs  family  during  the  autumn  and  winter  months  and 
with  James  during  the  spring  and  summer. 


(SDH) 


BENJAMIN  DAVIS  married  BETSEY  ROWE 

ca.  1745-1776  1767  1747-  1828 


1.  BENJAMIN  DAVIS  m. 

1767-  1840 

1.  Sally 

2.  Jane 

3.  (Ruth)  Betsey 

4.  MARY  m.  AZOR  DYAR 

1.  Alvano 

2.  Emerson 

3.  Roscoe 


1.  SARAH  LONG 

2.  EUNICE  LAMBERT 

5.  Sabrina 

6.  Benjamin 

7.  Ebenezer 


2.  JAMES  WEBB  DAVIS  m.  SARAH  ATKINS 

(1770  - 1864) 


1.  Benjamin 

2.  Ebenezer 

3.  James  m.  Nancy  Burdett 

1.  Sarah  Burdett  Davis 


4.  Apphiah 

5.  Apphiah 

6.  Sarah  m.  Dr.  N.J.  Knight 

1.  Catherine  Knight 

2.  “Annie”  Knight 


3.  EBENEZER  LOMBARD  DAVIS  m.  AZUBAH  HINCKLEY 

(1773  - 1858)  (1777-  1857) 


1.  Dinah  m.  Benjamin  Dyer 

2.  Solomon  m.  Betsey  Snow 

3.  Ebenezer  m.  Maria  Harding 

4.  Betsey  m.  Isaac  Gross 


5.  Benjamin  m.  Betsey  Stevens 

6.  Azubah  m.  Thomas  Paine 

7.  Joshua  m.  Anna  G.  Lombard 


4.  BETSEY  DAVIS  m.  SOLOMON  MYRICK 

(1776  - 1815) 

1.  Azubah  Davis  Myrick  m.  Isaac  P.  Laha 

1.  Solomon  Laha 

2.  Isaac  Laha^  Jr. 


ALVANO,  ROSCOE  & EMERSON 


Benjamin  Davis,  my  father’s  oldest  brother,  followed  the  sea  during  the  early  part  of 
his  life.  He  married  his  wife  in  Chatham,  Cape  Cod,  at  which  place  he  resided  until  a 
short  time  before  the  War  of  1812,  when  he  removed  to  Readfield,  Maine,  and  purchased 
a farm  which  is  still  owned  and  occupied  by  his  oldest  son  Benjamin.  His  last  visit  to 
Truro  was  in  1837.  He  was  then  an  infirm  old  man,  and  quite  blind.  He  died  October  14, 
1840,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

The  winter  of  1833-34,  I spent  in  the  family  of  my  Uncle  Benjamin  Davis  in 
Readfield,  Maine,  and  attended  school  at  Kent’s  Hill  Seminary. 

OHD) 

Until  recently,  this  is  about  all  we  knew  about  the  *^enjamin  who  went  to 
Maine.  ** 


Since  then  we  have  learned  that  Benjamin  was  not  born  in  1768  as  the  Truro 
Vital  Records  show.  He  wai  bom  in  November  of  1767  about  one  month  after 
Benjamin  and  Betsey  Rowe  Davis  were  married.  He  was  baptized  in  April  of  1767,  and 
his  mother  chose  to  record  the  births  of  all  her  children  at  one  time  for  the  village 
records  some  time  after  1776.  She  took  that  opportunity  to  give  1768  as  her  oldest 
child's  birth  year.  Benjamin  was  actually  73,  not  72,  when  he  died. 

Benjamin  Davis's  grave  in  Readfield,  to  this  day,  is  decorated  with  a Memorial 
Day  flag  to  honor  his  service  in  the  War  of  1812. 

His  wife  died  about  the  same  time  as  his  "removal"  to  Maine,  and  he  remarried 
"the  widow  Eunice  Lambert"  ( a variation  of  the  name  Lombard). 

One  of  his  children  was  bom  in  Norway,  which  lends  credence  to  his  taking  his 
family  on  voyages,  a not  uncommon  thing  for  19th  Century  sea  captains  to  do. 

Son  Benjamin,  who  inherited  the  farm,  had  orchards  and  developed  the  'Ben 
Davis"  apple  which  looked  beautiful,  traveled  well,  was  indestructible  and  almost 
inedible.  It  went  west  and  was  the  substance  of  "dried  apple  pies" so  prominent  in 
pioneer  stories. 

Mary  Davis  Dyar  spent  several  of  her  summer  vacations  on  the  Benjamin  Davis 
farm  in  Readfield  and  wrote  detailed  accounts  of  her  stays.  While  in  Maine,  she  fell  in 
love  with  her  second  cousin  Emerson  Dudley  Dyar  and  married  him  in  1875. 

Emerson  Dyar  was  the  son  ofAzor  and  Mary  Davis  Dyar.  Alary  Davis  Dyar's 
father  was  the  'Benjamin  who  went  to  Maine"  and  a first  cousin  of  Joshua  H.  Davis. 


(SDH) 


I 

I 

I 

1 

I 


JAMES  WEBB  DAVIS 
1770-  1864 


James  Webb  Davis,  the  second  brother,  was  a mariner  and  resided  in  Truro  until 
the  death  of  his  wife  in  1858,  when  he  removed  to  Somerville. 

He  married  Sarah  Atkins  of  Truro  (Dec.  27,  1796).  His  family  consisted  of  three 
sons,  Benjamin,  James  and  Ebenezer,  and  one  daughter  Sarah,  wife  of  Dr.  N.  j.  Knight  of 
Somerville,  in  whose  family  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  his  death,  August  1 1,  1864. 

Dr.  Knight  was  born  Sept.  17,  1802,  died  Oct.  18,  1877. 

OHD) 


Truro  Vital  Records  also  reveal  two  other  daughters  born  to  Sarah  and 
James  Webb  Davis.  They  were  both  named  Apphiah,  and  both  died  in  infancy. 

To  date,  we  know  nothing  about  James  Webb  Davis*s  sons,  Benjamin  and 
Ebenezer. 

The  other  son,  James,  was  the  lighthouse  keeper  in  Truro  prior  to  his  death  in 
1852.  Henry  David  Thoreau,  in  his  book  Cape  Cod,  tells  about  visiting  Highland  Light 
in  Truro  and  talking  with  *Lt.  Davis.  **  Lt.  Davis  was  most  likely  James  Davis.  James 
married  Nancy  Burdett  and  had  a daughter  named  Sarah  Burdett  Davis,  referred  to  as 
*Sarah  B.  **  in  Mary  Davis  Dyar*s  journals. 

Dr.  Nathaniel  J.  and  Sarah  Davis  Knight  had  two  daughters,  Catherine  and 
Annie.  **  Catherine  bore  a child  named  Sarah  out  of  wedlock.  At  one  time,  Catherine 
and  Sarah  lived  with  Joshua  and  Anna  Davis  at  65  Myrtle  St.  in  Somerville.  This  is 
interesting,  as  the  Knights  lived  direcdy  across  the  street.  Catherine  later  married 
Benjamin  F.  Freeman  in  Provincetown,  and  they  had  a daughter  named  Anna 
Josephine  *Josie"  Freeman  who  married  Manuel  Lombard  of  Somerville.  Joshua 
Hinckley  Davis,  Jr.  handled  some  financial  investments  for  Josie  Lombard  as  late  as  the 
1920's.  There  is  no  record  of  any  children  being  bom  to  this  marriage. 

A Somerville  photographer  named  Benjamin  Freeman  took  most  of  the  Joshua 
Davis  family  pictures.  Perhaps  it  was  because  his  studio  was  close  to  their  home.  He  has 
never  been  identified  as  such,  but  this  photographer  may  have  been  Catherine's 
husband,  and  the  family  patronized  him  out  of  loyalty.  Annie  KnighPs  obituary  cites 
her  niece  Josie  as  sole  survivor.  Unless  we  discover  some  descendants  of  Sarah  Davis 
Knight's  brothers,  this  line  of  the  Davises  ended. 


(SDH) 


DR.  NATHANIEL  JORDAN  KNIGHT 


SARAH  DAVIS  KNIGHT 


CATHERINE  KNIGHT  FREEMAN 


Miss  S.  Anna  M.  Knight 


Miss  S.  Anna  Knight,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Nathaniel  J.  Knight,  passed  away 
Wednesday  morning,  July  6,  at  her  home,  64  Myrtle  street.  She  was  in  good  health  until 
last  April,  when  she  received  a fall  which  started  a general  breaking  down  from  which  she 
never  rallied. 

Miss  Knight  was  eighty-one  years  of  age  and  a native  of  Truro.  She  came  to 
Somerville  when  seventeen  years  of  age.  She  was  a member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  and  was  active  in  good  works  in  her  younger  days.  A niece,  Mrs.  Anna  J. 
Lombard,  of  Winchester,  survives  her. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Friday  afternoon  at  her  late  home.  Rev.  Percy  E. 
Thomas,  of  Rockville,  Conn.,  officiating.  Interment  was  at  Woodlawn. 


Betsey  Davis,  the  only  sister  of  my  father,  was  born  June  4,  1776.  She  married 
Solomon  Myrick  of  Brewster,  Cape  Cod  (Feb.  9,  1803),  where  she  resided  after  her 
marriage  until  her  death  which  occurred  about  1815.  She  left  one  daughter  who  was 
named  for  my  mother. 


(JHD) 

Until  a few  years  ago,  this  was  all  we  knew  about  Betsey  Davis  Myrick.  With  the 
help  of  the  Truro  church  Records  and  Truro  Vital  Records,  more  information  has  been 
gleaned. 

The  1810  Brewster  census  records  a ‘female  over  45'*  residing  in  the  Myrick 
household.  This  would  be  Betsey  Myrick's  mother  Betsey  Rowe  Davis. 

Upon  Betsey's  Myrick's  death  in  1815,  Solomon  Myrick  moved  back  to  Truro 
with  his  daughter  “named  for  my  mother''  (Azubah  Davis  Myrick)  and  his  former 
motherdn-law.  After  1815  Betsey  Rowe  Davis  lived,  a half-year  each,  with  her  sons 
James  Webb  Davis  and  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis. 

Solomon  Myrick  married  Betsey  Atkins  in  Truro  in  1818.  Betsey  Atkins  Myrick 
died  March  20,  1837,  and  on  August  5 of  the  same  year  Solomon  Myrick  was  married 
for  the  third  time  to  Sally  C.  Atwood  of  Wellfleet. 

Azubah  Myrick  married  Isaac  P.  Laha  March  20,  1828. 

Solomon  M.  Laha  was  bom  March  27,  1830,  and  Isaac  Laha,  Jr.  was  bom  about 
three  years  later.  Azubah  Myrick  Laha  died  shortly  after  the  birth  of  her  second  son, 
and  Isaac  married  Lurana  Jones  for  his  second  wife.  One  of  Isaac  and  Lurana's 
daughters  was  named  Azubah  after  Isaac's  first  wife.  This  practice  seemed  to  be 
common  at  that  time. 

Isaac  Laha,  Jr.  married  and  had  at  least  one  child.  Her  name  was  Nellie  Elmer 
Laha  who  married  Richard  Rich. 

As  this  book  was  being  assembled,  thanks  to  the  Internet,  descendants  of  Richard 
and  Nellie  Elmer  Laha  Rich  were  located  in  Maine. 

Perhaps  by  the  time  of  the  reunion,  we  can  fill  in  more  information  on  this  line 
of  Davis  descendants. 


EBENEZER 

LOMBARD 

DAVIS 


OUR  LINE  OF  DESCENT 


EBENEZER  LOMBARD  DAVIS 

BORN:  AUGUST  3,  1773 
DIED:  NOVEMBER  19,  1858 

TRURO,  MASSACHUSETTS 

“THE  PHOTOCiRAPH  IS  TAKEN  FROM  A COPY  OF  THE 
ORIGINAL  PORTRAIT;  PAINTED,  PROBABLY  IN  HOLLAND, 
WHEN  HE  W AS  ABOLT  30  YEARS  OF  AGE.” 


■'r  \ ' 


EBENEZER  LOMBARD  DAVIS 
AUGUSTS,  1773  - NOVEiVffiER  9, 1858 
(DIED  AT  AGE  85) 

AZUBAH  HINCKLEY  DAVIS 
JANUARY  5,  1777  - JULY  15,  1857 
(DIED  AT  AGE  80) 


My  father,  Ebenezer  Lombard 
Davis,  was  born  at  Pond  village  in  Truro, 
August  3,  1773.  He  went  to  sea  at  an 
early  age  and  pursued  the  avocation  of 
mariner  for  than  forty  years.  He  was 
promoted  to  the  command  of  a vessel 
when  quite  a young  man  and  sailed  in 
the  capacity  of  shipmaster  about 
twenty-five  years. 

He  was  principally  engaged  in 
European  and  South  American  voyages. 
The  countries  visited  by  him  and  of 
which  1 have  heard  him  speak 
particularly,  are  England,  Ireland, 
Denmark,  Sweden,  Belgium,  Holland, 
France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Brazil,  Guiana; 
also  St.  Helena  and  the  West  Indies. 

Near  the  close  of  the  last  century 
and  during  the  French  and  English  wars, 
when  our  commerce  was  so  much 
harassed  by  those  nations,  the  ship  in 
which  he  sailed,  commanded  by  Capt. 
Michael  Hopkins  of  Truro,  was  captured 
by  an  English  frigate  and  the  crew  were 
detained  as  prisoners  about  three 
months. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present 
century  and  previous  to  the  War  of  1812, 
he,  in  common  with  other  American 
shipmasters  of  those  times,  experienced 
much  annoyance  from  British  cruisers. 
Our  ships  were  boarded,  their  cargoes 
examined,  and  portions  of  their  crews 
were  frequently  impressed  into  the 
British  naval  service,  and  various 
indignities  were  imposed  upon  our 
seamen.  These  causes  prejudiced  the 
mind  of  my  father  against  the  English 


and  he  ever  after  retained  a feeling  of 
dislike  for  them. 

In  the  War  of  1812,  he  was  in 
command  of  a Cartel  Ship,  i.e.,  a ship 
employed  in  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of 
war.  He  conveyed  a load  of  prisoners 
from  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  New  York.  When 
they  reached  the  latitude  of  Savannah, 
the  prisoners  wished  to  be  landed  in 
some  southern  port;  but  his  orders  were 
to  convey  them  to  New  York.  The  result 
was  a mutiny,  which  required  all  his 
firmness  and  energy  to  subdue.  Having 
quelled  the  mutiny,  he  put  the 
ring-leaders  in  irons  and  conveyed  the 
company  or  prisoners  to  their  port  of 
destination. 

In  all  of  his  numerous  voyages  he 
was  never  shipwrecked;  but  early  in  life, 
and  when  he  was  first  officer,  the  ship  in 
which  he  sailed  was  confined  in  a field  of 
ice,  while  making  a voyage  to  Europe, 
the  ship  was  in  great  danger,  being 
surrounded  by  the  ice  about  forty  days. 
When  they  arrived  in  port,  they  found 
places  worn  nearly  through  the  planks  by 
the  action  of  the  ice  upon  them. 

When  he  was  fifty  years  of  age,  he 
left  the  sea  and  engaged  in  farming  and 
in  the  manufacture  of  salt. 

He  was  a man  of  ordinary  height, 
firmly  and  compactly  built,  of  erect 
carriage,  well  proportioned,  and 
possessed  of  great  muscular  power  and 
activity.  His  health  was  uniformly  good 
until  within  a few  years  of  his  death, 
when  he  suffered  from  the  ordinary 
infirmities  of  old  age. 


His  temperament  was  sanguine, 
and  in  his  youth  he  was  jovial  and  gay. 

His  mind  was  of  a positive  and  decided 
cast.  His  prejudices  were  strong,  and  so 
were  his  affections  and  attachments.  His 
nature  was  sympathetic  and  his 
benevolence  large.  His  oft-repeated 
counsel  was,  “Always  act  the  manly  part.” 

In  politics  he  was  a democrat,  and 
was  exceedingly  patriotic  in  his  feeling. 

He  took  great  interest  in  public  matters 
and  in  whatever  pertained  to  the  welfare 
of  our  country,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death. 


In  1833-34,  and  in  1834-35,  he 
represented  the  town  of  Truro  in  the 
State  Legislature. 

At  about  the  age  of  fifty,  he 
became  hopefully  pious,  and  ever  after 
led  a consistent  Christian  life. 

During  the  last  ten  years  of  his 
life,  his  sight  was  so  much  impaired  that 
he  was  unable  to  read,  a privation  that  he 
felt  most  keenly. 

November  19,  1858,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  85  years,  my  beloved 
father  passed  away  from  earth  with  a 
good  hope  of  blessed  immortality,  leaving 
behind  him  the  comforting  assurance 
that  he  has  exchanged  the  labors,  the 
cares,  and  the  sorrows  of  this  life  for  the 
bliss  of  heaven. 

“The  Book  of  Family  History” 
by  Joshua  H.  Davis 


My  mother,  Azubah  Hinckley 
Davis,  was  born  in  Truro  January  5, 

1777.  She  was  early  trained  to  habits  of 
industry,  economy,  and  the  strictest 
morality.  My  grandfather  maintained 
family  devotions  and  was  scrupulously 
exact  in  his  observance  of  the  Sabbath 
and  all  the  rules  of  morality;  and  he 
educated  his  children  in  these  respects 
with  great  care.  A portion  of  each 
Sabbath  was  devoted  by  him  to  their 
religious  instruction.  They  were  thereby 
rendered  familiar  with  the  sacred 
scriptures  and  the  “Assembly’s  Shorter 
Catechism”  much  more  so  than  children 
of  the  present  time  notwithstanding  the 
increased  facilities  secured  by  the  Sabbath 
schools  and  its  numerous  publications. 

Hence  I infer  that  Sabbath 
schools  are  useful  only  as  auxiliaries  to 
parental  instruction,  and  can  never 
supply  its  place.  Her  early  training  served 
to  strengthen  her  natural  religious  bias. 
Before  her  conversion  she  was  strictly 
conscientious,  and  with  great  propriety 
she  might  have  said  of  the  moral  law,  “All 
these  have  I kept  from  my  youth  up.” 
After  her  conversion,  it  was  her  constant 
endeavor  “to  know  and  do  the  will  of 
God.”  I have  never  known  a more 
earnest  and  consistent  Christian. 

She  possessed  an  excellent 
physical  constitution,  and  enjoyed  almost 
perfect  health  all  along  through  life  until 
within  a few  weeks  of  her  death. 

In  consequence  of  my  father’s 
occupation  which  required  his  absence 
from  home  so  much  of  the  time,  the  care 
and  training  of  the  children  devolved 
mainly  upon  her,  and  most  faithfully  did 
she  perform  her  duties  in  this  regard. 


She  guarded  the  habits  and  morals  of  her 
children  with  almost  painful  solicitude. 
After  her  conversion  her  greatest  anxiety 
appeared  to  be  that  they  might  all 
become  Christians. 

In  the  government  of  her 
children,  mildness  and  firmness  were 
happily  blended.  She  was  sufficiently 
yielding  but  from  her  final  decision  there 
was  no  appeal. 

In  the  management  of  her 
domestic  affairs  she  was  systematic  and 
methodical.  There  was  with  her  literally 
“a  time  and  place  for  everything.” 

She  was  self-forgetful,  regarding 
the  comfort  and  happiness  of  others 
before  her  own.  Her  sympathies  were 
active,  and  she  was  ever  ready  for  any 
good  work. 


“Rest  therefore,  ye 
Whose  early  guidance  trained  my 
youthful  steps  - 

Rest  in  the  bosom  of  God,  till  the  brief 
sleep 

Of  death  is  over,  and  a happier  life 
Shall  dawn  to  waken  your  insensible 
dust.” 


**The  Book  of  Family  History' 
by  Joshua  H.  Davis 


OBITUARY 


AZUBAH  fflNCKLEY  DAVIS 

January  5, 1776  - July  15, 1857 


AZUBAH,  wife  of  Ebenezer  L.  Davis,  died  at  her  residence  in  Truro,  Mass 
July  15,  1857,  in  her  82nd  year. 

During  a period  of  revival  in  Truro,  in  the  spring  of  1 82 1 , Sister  Davis  was 
“delivered  from  the  power  of  darkness,  and  translated  into  the  kingdom”  of  Christ,  the 
following  spring  she  united  with  the  M.E.  Churchjn  this  place.  A few  years  after,  at  an 
Eastham  camp  meeting,  she  professed  to  be  “walking  in  the  way  of  holiness.”  In  the 
“way”  she  continued  during  subsequent  life,  and  having  “come  to  Zion”  she  entered  with 
songs  and  everlasting  joy. 

Mother  Davis  was  beloved  by  our  church  and  community;  she  was  especially 
endeared  to  many  of  the  young  people,  who  sought  in  time  of  trial,  her  counsel, 
sympathy,  and  fervent  prayer. 

The  fathers,  and  their  more  youthful  brethren  in  the  ministry,  who  have  occupied 
the  pulpit  in  this  place,  will  remember  her.  Her  house  was  always  open  for  their 
entertainment,  or  to  hold  meetings.  When  an  appointment  was  made  at  mother  Davis’s, 
the  common  expression  was,  “We  shall  have  a good  meeting.”  She  is  gone!  but,  thank 
God,  “to-day  she  is  in  paradise.”  The  aged  companion  is  waiting  in  tears  and  joy  to  say, 
“I  have  fought  my  way  through.” 

Truro,  Mass.,  Sept.  8,  Wm.  E.  Sheldon 


July  15,  1857,  gently  as  descends  the  summer  sun  or  shuts  the  flower  at  the 
approach  of  evening,  my  dear  mother  closed  a life  of  usefulness  on  earth  and  passed  upon 
that  eternal  life  of  blessedness  and  joy,  “purchased  by  the  death  and  secured  by  the 
resurrection  of  the  Son  of  God.” 


My  parents  are  buried  near  the  Congregational  meeting  house  in  the  central  part  of 
Truro.  The  following  is  engraved  upon  the  stone  which  marks  their  resting  place. 

In  memory  of 
EBENEZER  L.  DAVIS 

Who  died  November  19th,  1 858,  in  the  86th  year  of  his  age. 


also 

AZUBAH  DAVIS 

His  wife  who  died  July  15th,  1857  in  the  81st  year  of  her  age. 


“The  wheels  of  weary  life  at  last  stood  still.” 

“I  will  ransom  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave.” 
“I  will  redeem  them  from  death.” 

“I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life.” 


Joshua  Hinckley  Davis,  Sr. 
Book  of  Family  History 


CHILDREN  OF  EBENEZER  AND  AZUBAH  DAVIS 

(married  June  2, 1796) 


1.  DINAH 


2.  SOLOMON 


3.  EBENEZER 


4.  BETSEY 


5.  BENJAMIN 


6.  AZUBAH 


born  Aug.  3,  1797  died 


Oct.  10, 1799 


“ July  14, 1802 


Mar.  30, 1805  “ 


July  1, 1808 


July  15, 1811 


Oct.  22, 1875 


Nov.  20, 1865 


July  17, 1886 


July  6, 1883 


May  7,  1880 


Jan.  26,  1901 


7. 


JOSHUA  HINCKLEY 


Nov.  3, 1814 


44 


Aug.  27,  1913 
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DINAH  HINCKLEY  DAVIS 
married  1816 

CAPTAIN  BENJAMIN  DYER 


Children  Grandchildren 

1.  Elizabeth  Bicknell  Dyer 

m. 

1.  George  Blake  2.  Rev.  Edward  Noble 

Isabel  Blake  Edward  Noble,  Jr. 

(never  married)  Frances  ^Eanny^^  Noble  Ayres 

George  Blake  Noble 
Edith  Noble  (never  maried) 
William  Noble 

Mary  Noble  (never  married,  died 
very  young) 


2.  Dinah  Hinckley  Dyer  m.  Leonard  Lombard 

Mary  Dinah  Lombard  (never  married) 


3.  Benjamin  Dyer,  Jr.  m.  Catharine  Wilson 

Arthur  Wilson  Dyer  ^orphaned,  jumped  ship  in  foreign  port  as  a 

young  man,  never  heard  from  again) 
Florence  Azubah  Dyer  (orphaned,  married,  moved  to  Nebraska) 

4.  Ebenezer  Davis  Dyer  m.  Sarah  Rich 

Emily  Dyer  (never  married) 

Mabel  Dyer  (never  married) 


5.  Azubah  Davis  Dyer  m.  Edward  Elderkin  Boardman 

Harold  ^Harr/^  Boardman 


6.  Catherine  Dyer  (never  married) 


DINAH  DA '/IS  DYER 

■■Vl\  ukicsi  sister,  being  1 ■ years  m\  senior  anti  having  imicli  rare  of  ine  in 
ni\  infancN  and  eari\  eliildhood,  has  aluaxs  exercised  toward  me  the  alTection  of  a 
mother  rather  than  tliat  ot  a sister.” 


• i 


CAPT.  BENJAMIN  DYER 
ca.  1794  - 1871 

Dinah  I)a\  is  was  married  August  15,  1816,  to  Benjamin  Dyer,  \\lu)  was  a 
seaman  more  than  50  years  - from  early  boyhood  until  1860.  He  commanded 
several  fine  ships  and  was  competent  and  successful.  He  was  highly  respected  and 
esteemed  for  his  many  noble  qualities  and  for  his  uncompromising  integritv. 

“1  have  ev  er  felt  under  special  obligation  to  Capt.  Dyer  for  the  substantial 
aid  afforde'l  me  while  I was  endeavoring  to  obtain  an  education.  Hav  ing  had 
limited  op[):»rtunities  to  gain  an  education  in  his  vouth,  and  obliged  to  relv 
upon  his  own  efforts  to  obtain  the  knowledge  he  v alued,  he  made  great 
efforts  to  educate  his  children.” 

■‘My  brother.  Captain  Dyer,  generously  offered  to  furnish  such  [)ecuniarv 
aid  as  1 might  re(|uire  while  I was  [lursuing  my  studies.” 

It  was  a familv  tradition  that  C apt.  Dver  alwavs  e\[)resse(l  himself  in  nautical 
terms.  When  a calf  sli[)[)ed  from  her  halter  and  ran  awav,  he  said  it  had  ■■()arted 
her  moorings  aiul  gone  adrift.” 


ELIZABETH  BICKNELL  DYER 


Elizabeth  Bicknell  Dyer  married  George  W.  Blake  in  1840,  and  resided  several 
years  in  Buenos  Aires,  S.A.,  until  the  death  of  her  husband  when  she  returned  home 
in  a \ essel  eommanded  by  her  father,  in  whose  family  she  resided  with  her  daughter 
Isabel,  until  1851,  when  she  married  REV.  EDWARD  W.  NOBLE.  Isabel  was  born 
in  Buenos  Aires  ca.  1842  and  died  in  1936. 

Children  of  Elizabeth  Bicknell  Dyer  Blake  and  Edward  W . Noble: 

1.  Edward  W.,  Jr. 

2.  Frances  (who  married  Marshall  Ayres,  grandson  of  Jason  Ayres, 
Truro  physician,  1806;  son  of  Marshall,  business  partner  of  Josiah 
Lombard  - founded  Ayres  & Lombard,  Griggsville,  IL,  later 
founded  4th  National  Bank  of  Chicago.  Also  lived  in  New  York  at 
one  time.  Upon  death  of  Josiah  & Marshall,  sons  took  over  the 
firm.) 

3.  George  Blake  (Note:  This  child  of  the  second  marriage  was  named  for 

Elizabeth  's  first  husband) 

4.  Edith 

5.  William 

6.  Mary 

Mr.  Noble  died  Feb.  4.  1890.  aged  79  years.  Elizabeth  died  in  Fresno,  Cal.,  Oct.  25, 

1 89 1 . 


Leonard  Lombard 


DINAH  HINCKLEY  DYFR 
(No  knoAvn  photograph  exists.) 

Dinah  Hinckley  Dyer,  second  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Dinah  Davis  Dyer, 
married  Leonard  Lombard,  mariner,  about  1853. 

Captain  Leonard  Lombard,  aged  48,  died  at  Mobile,  March  17,  1875.  Dinah 
Dyer  Lombard  died  at  Eagleville,  Pa,  January  2,  1901.  Their  daughter,  Marv 
Dinah,  died  Sept.  8,  1900.  ‘ 
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Benjamin  Dyer,  Jr.,  the  oldest  son,  was  a mariner.  He  married  Catharine 
W ilson.  Their  children  were: 

1.  Florence  A.,  born  Dec.  21,  1859 

2.  Arthur  VV.,  born  Aug  23, 

Benjamin  was  appointed  as  Acting  master  on  the  Gunboat  iVlahaska,  Jan.  22, 
1862.  Aug.  25,  1864,  he  was  ordered  to  the  command  of  steamer  Home:  remained 
until  April  12,  1865,  when  ordered  to  the  SLjLouis  at  Port  Royal.  Was  a bra\e  and 
accomplished  commander.  .Joined  the  navy  as  acting  master  Sept.  1 1,  1866. 
\p[)ointed  to  the  Pacific  squadron  and  joined  the  Dakota  at  Callao,  with  his  \>ife 
and  two  children.  Was  next  transferred  to  the  store  shi[)  Fredojlia-,  on  board  of 
which  he  and  his  wife  were  swallowed  up  by  the  earth(|uake  in  Arica  Bay,  Peru, 

\ug.  13,  1868,  aged  44.  1 heir  two  children  were  on  shore  at  the  time  of  the 
eartluiuake. 

“By  the  U[)hca\  ing  of  the  water,  or  tidal  wa\  e,  in  the  Bay  of  Arica,  S.A.,  the 
I retlonia  parted  her  chains  and  was  tossed  about  at  the  mercy  of  the  sea,  and  was 
tmally  dashed  to  pieces  on  a reef.  Nothing  of  the  vessel  was  saved.  Her  officers  and 
crew,  27  in  number,  were  lost;  also  .Mrs.  Dyer,  wife  of  the  Lieutenant 
( Oinmanding.” 


Sarah  Rich  Dyer 


EBEKEZE  DA  VIS^  .DYE  R 
Ebenezcr  Davis  Dyer,  the  second  son,  is  a house  c:i 
ewlon  (ca.  187‘)j.  He  married  Sarah  Rich,  daughter  of: 
l uro.  1 heir  children  were  Emily  and  vlabel. 
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Edward  Elderkin  Board 


Young  Azubah  Dyer  Boardman 


Marold  "Harry"  Boardman 


Older  Azulnih  Oyer  Board  in 
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in  Acu.  XJA  around  193^  //.  ^ (Unn  y,  Hoard, nan  who  lived 

nio,-e  ahout  him.)  ^ •'  H(-’na,lo)iy.  To  date,  2001.  we  know  nothin- 


SOLOMON  DAVIS 

October  10,  1799  ~ November  20,  1865 


m.  December  16,  1821 


BETSEY  SNOW 


Solomon  Davis  married  Betsey,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Sarah  Snow, 

December  16,  1821. 

He  was  a house  carpenter,  having  learned  his  trade  of  his  uncle,  Benjamin 
Hinckley.  Early  in  life  he  commanded  a miUtary  company.  He  represented  the  town  in 
the  State  Legislature  several  sessions,  and  the  county  in  the  Senate;  and  was  a member  of 
the  Governor’s  Council.  For  several  years  he  was  deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church 
in  Truro.  He  was  a Trial  Justice;  and  for  many  years  was  much  occupied  in  transacting 
Probate  business. 

Betsey,  his  wife  died  .September  10,  1879,  aged  78  years. 


No  children  were  born  to  Solomon  and  Betsey  and  no  known  photograph  exists 
of  them.  In  fact,  very  little  is  known  about  this  esteemed  oldest  son  of  Azubah  and 
Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis.  Within  the  past  few  months  I came  across  two  letters 
concerning  Solomon.  The  first  was  written  by  him  to  his  youngest  brother  Joshua  at  the 
time  Joshua  and  Anna  left  Truro  for  Somerville,  the  other  letter  by  his  brotherdnJaw 
Benjamin  Dyer  during  Solomon 's  final  illness.  These  letters  are  included  to  add  some 
depth  and  humanity  to  an  otherwise  obscure  man.  SEH 


Truro,  August  29th  1854 

Dear  Brother 

I trust  you  will  find  your  family 
and  things  all  on  board  the  Packet  in 
good  order.  Should  you  find  that  any 
thing  IS  left  that  you  need,  it  can  be  sent 
to  you  hereafter. 

I have  sold  your  cow  for  $20  and 
gave  the  money  to  Anna. 

Moving  your  family  makes  quite 
a breach  in  our  neighborhood  but  I 
hope  it  will  result  to  the  advantage  of 
yourself  & family.  Things  look  very 
discouraging  in  Truro  at  present.  If  I 
saw  a prospect  to  better  my  condition  I 
should  move  too. 

Father  & mother  are  well  and 
are  very  much  reconciled  to  your 
moving.  I think  it  is  because  they 
consider  it  the  best  for  you  & your 
children. 

Sarah  has  been  quite  sick  but  we 
consider  her  convalescent  at  present. 

Your  affectionate 


Brother  Solomon 


Truro  Nov  16th  1865 
Dear  Brother, 

We  intend  to  write  to  some  of 
our  Somerville  friends  daily  to  inform 
them  about  Solomon  and  can  now  only 
say  that  his  condition  appears  to  remain 
about  the  same  as  when  I wrote  to 
Brother  Ebenezer  last  except  he  appears 
rather  stronger  and  more  sensitive. 

He  says  nothing  except  when 
spoken  to  and  then  answers  inteligently 
(sic)  keeps  his  eyes  closed  nearly  the 
whole  time  turning  himself  in  bed 
without  difficulty. 

The  sore  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
back  appears  better  but  1 am  not  sure  it 
would  before  but  to  heal  it  up. 

Dr.  Gooch  visits  him  daily  and 
seems  to  take  great  interest  in  his  care. 
Takes  no  medicine  only  stimulants  and 
nourishing  food  such  as  beef  tea  chicken 
broth  &c.  Shall  add  a post  a post  script 
tomorrow  morning. 

6 AM  Friday 

Brother  is  just  about  the  same 
this  morning  has  slept  pretty  well  when 
awake  restless. 


Your  Affect.  Brother 


Benjamin  Dyer 


THE  AMEEICAN  TELEGRAPH  CO. 

CONNECTING  ALL  TB£  PELVCIPAL  CITIES  AND  TOWNS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Terns  and  Gondidons  on  which  this  and  all  Messages  are  received  bj  this  Oompanj. 

)d  order  to  fnora  A^Iost  and  corroet  u oiuch  as  poulblo  somo  of  tbo  errors  artatof  from  atnioepborlo  aod  other  eaasea  apper- 
taining to  talegrapbr.  erery  Important  message  tboald  be  BRPBATBD,  bj  being  sent  baok  from  the  scatloo  at  wbiob  it  U to  be 
received  to  the  atacloo  from  whlob  it  is  orlginailj  sent.  Half  the  usual  price  will  be  charged  for  repeating  the  measage,  aod  while 
this  Oompaoj  In  good  faith  will  endeavor  to  send  messages  oorrecUr  and  proopUj,  It  will  not  be  responsible  for  errors  or  delajs  In 
the  transmlasioQ  or  deiiverj,  nor  for  the  ooO'deliveiT  of  BBPBaTbO  MBSiAAQB^A  bejood  TMTli  HUNDBBO  Untes  the  sam  paid 
for  tending  the  measage,  tmleae  a special  agreement  for  Insormnce  be  made  In  wridog,  ainl  the  amonoi  of  rUk  specified  on  this  agree- 
ment, aod  paid  for  at  the  time  of  sending  tho  message.  Nor  vlll  the  Compaor  be  responsible  for  anj  error  or  delaj  in  the  transmis- 
sion or  detlTerj,  or  for  the  aon*dellTef7.  of  ANY  (JN'BRPBATBD  MRSSaOR.  bejond  the  amonat  paid  for  seDdlof  tbe  same,  onless 
In  like  manner  speclallj  Insured,  aod  amount  of  risk  slated  hereon,  aod  paid  for  at  the  time.  Ho  liability  Is  aasomed  for  errors  In 
cipher  or  obecnrelv  written  metaages : nor  is  any  liability  assumed  by  thm  Company  for  any  error  or  neglect  by  aoj  other  Company 
over  whose  lines  this  message  may  be  sent  to  reach  Its  desdnation.  and  this  Company  is  hereby  made  tbs  agent  of  tbe  sender  of  this 
message  to  forward  It  over  the  Hoes  extending  beyond  those  of  this  Company.  Ho  agent  or  employee  U allowed  to  vary  these 
terms,  or  mako  any  other  or  rerbal  agreemoot.  nor  any  promise  as  to  tho  dme  of  perfomianoe.  aod  no  one  but  a superintendent  b 
antborixed  to  make  a special  agreement  for  lusorance.  The^  terms  apply  through  the  whole  course  of  this  message  on  all  llnee  by 
which  it  maybe  trmnamltled.  I 

CAMBSISOE  LIVINGSTON,  Seo’y.  MABSHALL  LEFTEBTS,  Eng.  £.  8.  8ANF0BD,  Pres’t 
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Solomon  Davis 

From  the  YARMOUTH  REGISTER 
December  1,  1865 

Death  of  Hon.  SOLOMON  DAVIS 

Died  in  Truro,  Nov.  20th 
Honorable  Solomon  Davis,  aged  66 
years. 

In  this  death  we  feel  there  has 
been  removed  from  us  one  of  our  most 
intelligent  and  useful  citizens,  and  an 
example  and  decided  Christian. 

Not  only  relativesbut  the 
community  and  the  church  mourn. 
Qualifying  himself  in  the  various 
forms  of  business  essential  to  the 
citizens,  he  was  resorted  to  constantly 
for  advice  and  for  drawing  up 
required  writing. 

Cases  referred  to  him  were 
carefully  examined  and  decisions 
equitably  rendered.  None  questioned 
his  unbending  integrity  and  his 
unflinching  firmness  for  the  right. 

All  observed  how  courteously 
he  differed  from  his  opponents.  Often 
called  to  preside  in  the  public 
meetings  of  his  fellow  citizens  he 
manifested  dignity,  affability,  and 
impartiality  in  this  position. 

In  town  offices,  which  he 
frequently  held,  he  managed  affairs 
with  skill  correctness  and  economy. 

He  was  honored,  not  only  with 
confidence  in  his  native  town,  but  was 
called  to  serve  the  public  in  the  House, 
Senate  and  Council  of  our  State, 


which  situations  he  honorably  and 
satisfactorily  filled. 

But  while  his  strength  was 
assiduously  given  to  worldly  business, 
and  his  services  in  this  respect  will  be 
remembered  and  highly  appreciated, 
it  is  the  church  which  most  deeply 
feels  his  loss.  “How  is  the  strong  staff 
broken  and  the  beautiful  rod!”  At  the 
age  of  25  he  made  a public  profession 
of  religion,  uniting  with  the 
Congregational  church  in  this  place, 
of  which  he  has  been  a member  forty 
years,  blessing  us  with  his  teaching, 
prayers  and  example. 

For  twenty-five  years  he  has 
been  deacon  in  the  church,  most 
useful  and  beloved  in  the  office.  The 
religion  of  Deacon  Davis  was  marked 
with  uniform  seriousness.  His  hope  as 
an  anchor  to  the  soul  kept  him  steady; 
it  became  a light  to  his  feet  through 
the  pilgrimage  of  his  life. 

During  a lingering  sickness,  it 
enabled  him  to  exercise  patience,  and 
express  submission  to  God.  In 
nature’s  protracted  conflict  with 
disease,  it  enabled  him  to  look 
confidingly  “unto  Jesus”,  the  “author 
and  finisher  of  his  faith.” 

Thus  has  passed  away  in  the 
vigor  of  his  life  and  usefulness  one  of 
the  most  manly,  upright,  friendly 
spirits  we  have  known;  respected, 
trusted,  beloved.  Many  who  have 
been  cheered  by  his  friendship  and 
sympathy,  now  feel  a sad  sinking  of 
heart  at  the  thought  that  they  will  no 
more  hear  his  voice,  or  feel  the  kindly 
pressure  of  his  hand. 


CAPT.  EBENEZER  DAVIS  m.  Maria  Harding 

July  14,  1802  - July  17,  1886  1824 


CHILDREN 

1.  Dorcas  Maria  Davis  m.  Michael  Snow  and  reside  in  Brooklyn, 

New  York.  They  have  two  sons: 

1.  Henry 

2.  Edward 

2.  Caroline  Matilda'Davis  m.  Simon  Hopkins  and  resided  in 

New  Orleans  until  her  death  which  occurred  Oct.  1,  1861,  and  about 
twelve  years  after  her  marriage.  Their  children  were: 

1.  Olymp  Matilda,  who  died  quite  young 

2.  Charles  Lester,  who  lives  in  New  Orleans 

3.  Clarina  Blake  Davis  m.  Silas  R.  Nickerson,  and  resides  in  Chicago. 
They  have  one  son: 

1 . Erank  Ripley  N ickerson 

4.  Ebenezer  Lester  Davis  m.  Emma  Thomas.  Their  sons  are: 

1 . Edward  Davis 

2.  Chester  Davis 

5.  Susan  Elizabeth  Modesta  Davis  lives  in  her  father’s  family.  She  died 
Sept.  2,  1911  in  the  Somerville  Hospital,  aged  76  years. 
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rnurrit'il  Murin,  dmiffhter  of  Jonathan  and  Priscilla  Harding 
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Capt.  Ebenezer  Davis 

1802  - 1886 

Capt.  Ebenezer  Davis  died  at  his  home  in  Somerville  on  the  1 7th  inst.  at  the 
advanced  age  of  84  years.  He  had  enjoyed  excellent  health  and  for  nearly  forty  years 
came  to  his  office  in  this  city  daily  until  within  two  months,  when  a stomach  difficulty 
developed  which  baffled  medical  skill  and  caused  his  death. 

He  was  bom  in  Truro,  Cape  Cod,  July  14,  1802.  He  early  entered  upon  a 
seafaring  life,  hi  1 826  he  was  chief  officer  of  the  ship  New  England,  Jabez  Snow  master 
and  John  A.  Paine  second  officer.  His  first  command  was  the  brig  Roman,  his  last  the 
ship  Franconia.  He  quit  the  sea  about  1843. 

In  1 846-7  he  represented  the  town  of  Truro  in  the  Legislature,  served  upon  the 
Committee  on  Mercantile  Affairs  and  framed  the  first  bill  of  harbor  regulations  for  the 
city  of  Boston. 

In  1 847  he  was  appointed  a Marine  Inspector  for  the  Boston  Board  of 
Underwriters,  and  performed  the  important  and  responsible  duties  of  the  position  with 
great  ability  and  faithfulness.  In  1 882,  at  the  age  of  80  years,  he  tendered  his  resignation. 
This,  however,  the  board  declined  to  accept,  and  he  was  induced  to  remain  at  the  head  of 
the  Inspectors’  Department  and  perform  only  such  duties  as  he  pleased.  This  position  he 
held  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  1848  Capt.  Davis  moved  his  family  from  Truro  to  Charlestown,  and  in  1853  to 
Somerville,  where  they  continued  to  reside  to  the  time  of  his  decease.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  members  at  the  gathering  of  the  Franklin  Street  Congregational  Church, 
Somerville,  and  for  many  years  one  of  the  deacons. 

Capt.  Davis  was  elected  a member  of  the  Boston  Marine  Society'  Nov.  7,  1 848, 
and  his  interest  in  its  affairs  was  unabated  from  that  time  to  the  day  of  his  death.  In  1868, 
‘69  and  ‘70  he  was  president  of  the  society.  He  was  a Tmstee  for  many  years,  and  served 
upon  many  of  its  important  committees.  He  was  also  Vice  President  of  the  Cape  Cod 
Association. 

October  28,  1824,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maria  Harding  of  Truro,  and 
in  1 874  they  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  at  their  home  in  Somerville,  where  a large 
company  of  relatives  and  friends  assembled  to  meet  and  greet  them. 

His  widow  and  four  children  - three  daughters  and  one  son  - survive  him.  One 
daughter  died  at  her  home  in  New  Orleans  in  1 861 . Capt.  Davis  was  a man  of  many 
excellent  qualities  and  was  universally  respected.  He  was  noted  for  his  strict  integrity  and 
for  his  upright  Christian  character,  and  he  will  be  greatly  missed  by  a large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances. 


Dorcas  Maria  Davis 


Ebenezer  Lester  Davis 


Susan  Elizabeth  Modesta  Davis 


Michael  Snow 


Dorcas  Davis  Snow 


Edward  Snow 


Henrv  Snow 


Clarina  Davis  Nickerson 


Ebenezer  Lester  Davis 

Son  of  a Former  Resident  of  this  City 
Who  Was  Held  in  High  Esteem  for  His  Many  Christian  virtues 

Ebenezer  Lester  Davis  died  at  his  home  in  Newton  Highlands  on  Christmas  day,  after 
an  illness  of  many  months,  aged  fifty-eight  years.  He  was  bom  in  Truro  January  25,  1841 . 

His  father,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Davis,  who  was  for  a long  time  inspector  for  the  Boston  board  of 
marine  underwriters,  removed  to  Somerville  when  Lester  was  a child,  and  he  received  his 
education  in  the  Somerville  schools  and  at  a commercial  college,  after  which  he  entered 
mercantile  life  and  became  a partner  in  the  firm  of  Gorham  Rogers  & Co.,  where  he  remained 
for  many  years. 

After  severing  his  connection  with  that  firm,  he  was  several  years  secretary  of  the 
Boston  pilot  commissioners,  and  was  an  honorary  member  of  the  Boston  marine  society.  For 
the  past  seven  or  eight  years  he  did  a commission  business,  until  failing  health  compelled  him 
to  relinquish  all  business.  A few  years  since  he  removed  from  Mt.  Vernon  street  to  Newton 
Highlands,  where  he  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  leaves  a widow,  two  sons,  and  three 
sisters,  one  of  whom  is  Mrs.  Clarina  B.  Nickerson,  of  Perkins  street. 

An  appreciative  Somerville  friend  pays  the  following  tribute  to  his  memory:  — 

“In  this  city,  where  he  was  well  known  and  well  identified  with  all  the  earlier  social 
associations,  his  life  was  characterized  by  a spirit  of  great  conscientiousness  and  faithfulness 
to  all  appointed  trusts,  and  nowhere  did  Mr.  Davis  reveal  his  deep  interest  in  all  good  things 
more  than  in  his  interested  relations  with  the  Franklin  Street  Congregational  church  of  this 
city,  of  which  for  many  years  he  was  a member  and  officer  in  church  and  society,  and  of 
which  his  father  was  one  of  the  founders. 

“Since  his  residence  in  Newton  Highlands  he  has  shown  great  interest  in  the  church  of 
that  city,  but  failing  health  prevented  the  greater  activities.  His  ways  were  quiet,  but  those 
who  had  the  pleasure  of  a more  intimate  acquaintance  with  him  knew  what  a genial,  kindly 
nature  was  his,  and  no  word  can  disguise  the  loss  sustained  in  his  home  life,  in  the  sacred 
companionship  of  his  wife,  two  sons,  and  three  sisters,  and  a large  number  of  relatives  and 
friends.  For  many  months  his  sufferings  have  been  great,  yet  he  bore  them  with  patience  and 
noble  Christian  resignation,  and  the  end  was  peace,  and  his  memory  will  be  precious.” 

The  funeral  took  place  on  Wednesday  at  2:30  p.m.  from  his  late  home  on  Lincoln 
Street,  in  the  presence  of  a large  gathering,  many  of  whom  were  relatives  and  friends  from  this 
city.  Appropriate  and  tender  words  were  spoken  by  his  more  recent  pastor.  Rev.  Mr.  Havens. 
The  following  selections  were  feelingly  rendered  by  Mrs.  Tewksbury  and  Mr.  Pennell: 

“Jesus,  Lover  of  my  Soul,”  “There  is  a land  of  pure  delight,”  and  “Jesus  Saviour,  pilot  me.” 

He  was  surrounded  by  beautiful  expressions  of  love  and  friendship  in  flowers.  The 
pallbearers  were  Michael  Snow,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Charles  Johnson,  Charles  Thomas,  Mr. 
King,  of  Newton,  and  Frank  R.  Nickerson,  of  this  city.  The  internment  was  at  Newton 
cemetery. 


The  “Ebenezer  Davis  House”,  ca. 
1850,  8 Mt.  Vernon  St.,  Somerville,  MA,  is 
cited  in  Local  Historic  Districts  as  an 
example  of  Greek  Revival/ltalianate 
architecture. 


The  monument  on  the  Ebenezer 
Davis  family  plot  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery  is 
worth  seeing.  A tall  obelisk,  supported  by 
an  ornate  base,  is  topped  with  a globe  upon 
which  rests  a sailing  vessel.  The  ship  may 
have  had  sails  at  one  time,  but  they  are  no 
longer  there.  An  anchor  decorates  one  side 
of  the  obelisk. 


Excerpts  of  letters  written  by  Capt. 
Ebenezer  Davis  to  his  youngest  brother 
Joshua  Hinckley  Davis  (and  a glimpse  into 
the  personality  of  a most  delightful  man): 

Savannah  May  2 1st.  1834 
1 have  been  used  rather  rough  the  last 
winter  but  perhaps  better  than  1 deserved  as 
you  say. 

I expect  Joshua  that  you  are  growing 
handsome  for  Caroline  says  you  look  verry 
(sic)  much  like  her  Paw  &.  she  thinks  he  is 
the  handsomest  man  that  ever  lived. 

St.  Josephs  Tany  25.  1841 

(Regarding  Truro  Academy) 

If  the  influance  (sic)o{  John  Smith  »Sl  others 
whose  Souls  are  about  of  the  same 
dementions 

Boston  August  14th.  1850 
1 should  like  to  have  made  one  of  the 

Regatta  party I doubt  not  it  was  a jovial 

time  with  the  little  folks.  It  is  good  for 

them  to  have  such  recreation beside 

the  amusement  it  offers  them,  they  also  get 
some  correct  Ideas  respecting  the  sailing 
qualities  of  Vessels,  and  should  those  little 


boys  at  some  future  day  become  members  of 
our  Legislature,  they  would  not  have  to 
enquire  which  end  of  the  ship  went 
foremost,  an  enquiry  that  1 once  had 
occasion  to  answer. 


The  following  coincidence 
respecting  two  sailing  vessels  which  took 
place  in  1828  1 think  is  worthy  of  notice. 

The  ship  Cowper  & the  Brig  Goliath 
(both  vessels  belonging  to  Boston  were  both 
towed  down  the  Mississippi  River  at  the 
same  time,  by  the  same  tug-boat,  the 
Cbnper  bound  to  Liverpool,  the  Goliath 
bound  to  Havre,  both  from  New  Orleans, 
both  left  the  tug  at  the  same  time  but  very 
soon  separated  as  the  Cowper  was  much  the 
fastest  sailor,  they  were  never  in  sight  of 
each  other  again  for  the  passage,  but  the 
same  day  the  Cowper  arrived  at  Liverpool, 
the  Goliath  arrived  at  Havre,  & the  same 
day  the  Cowper  saiAed.  from  Liverpool,  the 
Goliath  sailed  from  Havre,  both  bound  to 
N.  Orleans,  & both  towed  up  the  River  by 
the  same  Tug  at  the  same  time  &.  when 
loaded,  again  towed  down  the  river  the 
same  time  by  the  same  Tug,  the  Cowper 
bound  to  Liverpool,  and  the  Goliath  bound 
to  Havre,  both  arriving  at  their  destined 
ports  the  same  day,  & again  leaving  the 
same  day  both  bound  to  Boston,  & both 
arrived  at  Boston  the  same  day. 

Capt.  Joel  Woodbury  was  Master  of 
the  Ship  Cowper  «Sz.  the  undersigned  was 
Master  of  Brig  Goliath. 

Ebr.  Davis 
July  25,  1884 


BETSEY  DAVIS 

March  30,  1805  - July  6,  1883 
m.  April  1 1,  1823 

ISAAC  SNOW  GROSS 


Betsey,  my  second  sister,  married  Isaac  Snow  Gross,  son  of  Jaazaniah  and  Anna 
Gross,  April  11,  1823. 

Mr.  Gross  was  a house  carpenter.  He  lived  in  Truro  and  followed  his  trade  until 
1835  when  he  moved  to  Griggsville,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  trade  and 
remained  until  the  autumn  of  1838,  when  he  returned  to  Truro.  After  a brief  period  he 
obtained  a situation  in  Faneuil  Heill  market  and  resided  in  Boston  until  1853,  when  he 
purchased  a house  in  Somerville  which  he  occupied  until  his  death  which  occurred 
April  16,  1873.  He  possessed  great  energy,  perseverance,  and  ambition.  After  his 
removal  to  Boston,  he  was  successful  in  his  business  enterprises  and  accumulated  a 
competence.  He  was  endowed  with  a cheerful  disposition  and  a generous  nature  and 
was  an  active  and  valuable  member  of  society.  A good  brother  - a generous  friend. 


CHILDREN  OF  ISAAC  AND  BETSEY  DAVIS  GROSS 

1.  Jaazaniah  married  Harriet  Clark  and  resides  in  Somerville.  He  succeeded  his 
father  in  business  in  Faneuil  Hall  market.  The  children  of  Jaazaniah  and  Harriet 
Gross  are: 

1.  Mary  Ann  Gross  Stockwell 

2.  Harriet  “Hattie”  Gross 

3.  Laura  Gross  Shore 

2.  Sarah  Elizabeth  married  Horace  P.  Hemenway,  a physician,  and  a resident  of  S 
Somerville.  Their  children  are: 

1.  Charles  Morrison  Hemenway 

2.  Sarah  Hemenway 

3.  Louise  Hemenway 

3.  Mary  Ann  was  bom  in  Illinois.  She  was  a very  interesting  child  and  very 
beautiful.  She  died  when  she  was  about  four  years  old. 


ISAAC  SNOW  GROSS 
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ISAAC  SNOW  GROSS 


MARY  ANN  GROSS  STOCKWELL 


STOCKWELL  --  At  Port  Huron,  Mich.  Wednesday,  Oct.  10,  Mary  A.  Stockwell,  wife  of 
Dr.  Charles  B.  Stockwell  of  Port  Huron,  and  daughter  of  the  late  Jaazaniah  Gross. 
Services  at  the  chapel  of  Mt.  Auburn  cemetery,  Saturday,  Oct.  13  at  1:30  o’clock. 

Mrs.  Stockwell  was  a native  of  Somerville,  was  educated  in  the  Somerville 
schools,  and  graduated  from  the  old  Someiwille  high  school.  She  was  married  in  1 884  to 
Dr.  Stockwell,  who  was  at  one  time  a member  of  the  Franklin  street  church  choir.  She 
leaves  a sister.  Miss  Harriet  A.  Gross,  who  makes  her  home  in  the  family  residence  on 
Perkins  street.  Another  sister,  Mrs.  Laura  C.  Shore,  of  Fall  River,  died  two  years  ago. 
Mrs.  Stockwell  was  fifty-two  years  of  age. 


M.  D.  ‘78  — Charles  Bliss  Stockwell,  A.  B.  (Olivet,  Mich)  ‘73.  Died  at  Montour  f alls, 

N.  Y.  October  7,  1930 


HARRIET  A.  "HATTIE"  GROSS 


Miss  Harriet  A.  Gross 

(iioss  --  In  Somerville,  April  4,  Harriet  A.  Gross  of 433  Broadway.  Funeral  services  will 
be  held  from  the  John  E.  Kauler  Funeral  Chapel.  67  Broadway.  Saturday,  at  2 p.m. 

The  funeral  of  Miss  Harriet  .-X.  Gross  of  433  Broadway  was  held  this  afternoon  at 
the  Kauler  Chapel,  67  Broadw  ay.  East  Somerville,  Rev.  Stephen  C.  Lang,  pastor  of  the 
I'irst  Congregational  Church,  Franklin  st..  officiated. 

Burial  was  at  .Mr.  Auburn  Cemeierv,  Cambridge.  She  was  the  daughter  of  the  laic 
.iaa/.amah  Gross,  an  old-time  resident  at  164  Perkins  st. 
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SARAH  E.  GROSS 


Horace  Pierce  Hemenway 


The  news  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Horace  P.  Hemenway  has  caused  more  widespread  sadness  than 
any  other  similar  event  that  has  taken  place  in  this  city  for  a long  time.  It  was  generally  known  that  Dr. 
Hemenway  had  been  sick  for  several  weeks,  but  death  was  not  thought  of.  Thursday  evening,  at 
precisely  9 o’clock,  the  life  passed  out,  and  a good  man  was  dead.  Since  that  time  East  Somerville  has 
talked  of  little  else.  Men  and  women  have  met  and  sorrowed  together  in  common  grief.  A residence  of 
about  thirty  years  in  one  locality  afforded  good  cause  why  the  people  could  not  speak  of  the  death 
without  expressing  feelings  of  sorrow. 

Dr.  Hemenway  was  bom  in  Rochester,  Vt.,  in  November,  1831,  and  lived  subsequently  in 
Barton.  His  father  was  a superior  man  in  many  ways,  and  represented  his  district  in  the  state  senate. 

Dr.  Hemenway  master  the  profession  of  dentistry,  but  gave  it  up  for  regular  medical  practice, 
graduating  from  the  Harvard  medical  School  and  becoming  one  of  the  best  known  homeopathists  in  the 
state.  He  took  into  his  profession  skill,  friendliness,  magnetism,  and  care,  winning  a reputation  which 
will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

His  social  quality  was  of  the  highest  order,  and  he  seemed  to  make  it  a study.  The  promotion  of 
this  phase  of  his  nature  led  him  to  join  many  organizations,  and  his  name  in  enrolled  in  Soley  Lodge,  of 
which  lodge  he  was  the  first  master;  in  St.  Andrews’  Chapter;  Orient  Council,  De  Molay  Commandery, 
Knights  Templars,  of  which  he  was  eminent  commander  some  years  since.  His  love  of  freemasonry 
was  very  deep.  He  saw  much  in  it  to  regard  with  high  favor,  and  it  was  a prominent  theme  with  him. 

Dr.  Hemenway  was  also  connected  with  Excelsior  Council;  Royal  Arcanum;  Mt.  Benedict  Lodge, 
Knights  of  Honor;  Boston  Homeopathic  Medical  Society;  and  a past  president  of  the  Massachusetts 
Homeopathic  Medical  Society. 

During  his  years  of  residence  in  this  city  he  has  been  on  the  school  board  on  two  occasions,  in 
1870  and  1871,  and  elected  again  in  1888  for  three  years.  He  was  serving  in  the  position  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  and  had  always  done  good  service  for  the  city  in  school  matters.  His  associates  on  the  board, 
as  well  as  the  citizens  generally,  will  miss  him  greatly.  Dr.  Hemenway ’s  home  life  was  peculiarly 
marked.  He  took  great  interest  in  the  education  of  his  son  Alderman  Hemenway,  and  two  daughters 
and  pointed  with  pride  to  the  success  which  they  attained.  Whatever  time  he  could  possibly  take  from 
his  profession  was  given  to  his  wife  and  children. 

The  Franklin  Street  Churchwvas  near  to  his  heart.  He  believed  in  its  doctrine,  and  enjoyed  its 
prominence  among  other  churches.  Seldom  was  he  absent  from  his  seat  in  his  Sunday  home.  His 
funeral  takes  place  from  his  late  residence,  14  Perkins  Street,  Monday  at  2 o’clock  and  will  be  at  his 
oft-expressed  wish,  without  public  demonstration. 


CHARLES  MORRISON  HEMENWAY 
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Charles  M.  Hemenway 


Charles  M.  Hemenway,  a prominent  resident  of  Spring  Hill,  died  last  Saturday  at 
his  home,  40  Central  street,  following  a short  illness.  Death  was  unexpected,  although  he 
had  not  been  in  good  health  for  a number  of  years. 

Mr.  Hemenway  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Horace  P.  Hemenway,  a well-known 
Somerville  physician,  and  Sarah  Gross  Hemenway,  and  was  bom  in  Somerville, 
December  14,  1858.  He  was  educated  in  the  Somerville  schools,  graduating  from  the 
Somerville  High  school  in  1877.  He  entered  Harvard  College  and  graduated  in  1881.  He 
afterwards  attended  the  Harvard  Law  School,  and  then  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
Charles  Sprague  Lincoln.  After  remaining  there  two  years  he  practised  alone  until  1 889, 
when  he  formed  a partnership  with  Charles  P.  Lincoln.  The  firm  of  Lincoln  & 
Hemenway  continued  until  January  of  the  present  year.  While  in  college  Mr.  Hemenway 
rowed  on  his  class  crew  and  took  part  in  many  athletic  activities.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Pi  Eta  Club,  Soley  Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  the  Central  Club  and  the  Lexington  Golf 
Club. 


He  served  in  the  common  council  in  1887  and  1888  under  Mayor  Mark  F.  Bums, 
and  in  1889  was  a member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  under  Mayor  Charles  G.  Pope, 
being  chosen  president  the  following  year.  In  October  1 891,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Jeanie  Wood  Lowe,  daughter  of  Rev.  Charles  Lowe  and  Mrs.  Martha  Perry  Lowe.  She 
died  a few  years  ago.  He  is  survived  by  an  only  daughter,  Mary  Lowe,  wife  of  Malcolm 
P.  McNair. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  on  Monday  afternoon  at  2 o’clock,  at  his  late 
residence.  Rev.  Chester  A.  Dmmmond  officiating,  and  the  burial  was  at  Mt.  Auburn. 
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BENJAMIN  DAVIS  m.  Betsey  Stevens 

July  1,  1808  - May  7,  1880  1833 

CHILDREN 

1.  Nathaniel  Jordan  Knight  Davis,  1st 

1843  - 1849 

2.  Levi  Franklin  Stevens  Davis  m.  Mary  Paine 

1847  - 1906 

Daughter  - Mary 

3.  Nathaniel  Jordan  Knight  Davis,  2nd  m.  IdaMasta 

1853  - 1897 

1.  Bessie  Delight  Davis 

2.  Benjamin  Richards  Davis 

1.  Dorothy  Davis  Ebens 

L Jean  Ebens  Phipps 

2.  Marjorie  Ebens  Bergeron 
3*  Richard  Ebens 

2.  Natalie  Davis  McLain 

L Carol  McLain  Holmes 

3.  Harvey  Davis 

1.  June  Davis  Prue 

4.  Richard  Davis 

1.  Richard  Davis 

2.  Clifton  Davis 

3.  Julia  Quimby  Davis 

4.  Emma  Davis 


Benjamin,  the  third  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Azubah  Davis,  married  Betsey,  the 
daughter  of  Levi  and  Mehitable  Stevens.  He  is  a house  carpenter  by  trade.  He  went  to 
sea  a short  time  in  the  early  part  of  his  life.  He  went  on  one  voyage  to  Rotterdam  with 
brother  Ebenezer  in  the  Brig  Rome.  He  remained  in  Truro  working  at  his  trade  until 
1852,  when  he  obtained  a situation  in  Faneuil  Hall  market  with  Mr.  Gross,  in  whose 
employment  he  labored  several  years.  His  home  is  in  Somerville. 


In  a footnote  to  the  Davis  genealogy  in  Frederick  Freeman 's  two'Volume  History 
of  Cape  Cod.  Benjamin  Davis  is  described  as  a man  of  ‘^sterling  character. " 

In  a letter  dated  December  11,  1833,  Azubah  Hinckley  Davis  reported  the 
following  to  her  son  Joshua  who  was  away  at  school: 

*‘now  i must  talk  a litde  about  our  famely  your  father  expects  to  go  to 
boston  by  christmas  to  spend  the  winter  - benjamin  was  married 
last  week  he  is  going  to  live  here  to  take  care  of  the  catde.  “ 


Children  of  Benjamin  and  Betsey  Davis 
Nathaniel  J.  Knight  died  when  he  was  about  six  years  old. 

Levi  Franklin  Stevens  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Edgar  and  Mary  Paine,  and  resides  in 
Somerville.  He  died  in  February,  1906. 

Nathaniel  J.  Knight  married  Ida  Masta  and  resides  in  Somerville.  He  died  April  7, 
1897,  aged  44  years. 


CHILDREN 

For  the  Hcrnid  and  Journal 

DEATH  OK  A GOOD  CIIHJ) 

NATHANIEL  JORDAN  KNIGHT  DAVIS 

Born:  19-Aug-1843 
Died:  4-Sep-1849 

Died  at  Truro,  Sept  4,  1849,  N.  J.  Knight  aged  6 years,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Betsey  Davis  of  this  town,  after  a most  painful  and  languishing  illness  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  days.  He  rose  in  health,  April  1st,  and  passing  into  an  adjoining  room,  his 
night-clothes  then  took  fire  from  a lamp  that  had  been  left  burning  during  the  night  on 
account  of  the  sickness  of  a younger  brother.  In  attempting  to  extinguish  the  fire  himself, 
he  neglected  to  cry  for  help  until  the  increasing  violence  of  the  flame  rendered  the  speedy 
and  judicious  aid  of  his  parents  so  far  vain  that  more  than  one-half  of  the  body,  both 
hands  and  the  upper  portion  of  the  right  arm  were  burned  so  deep  as  to  produce  entire 
blistering  and  ulceration.  The  scene  was  a most  affecting  one,  and  sudden  death  was 
expected;  but  on  the  third  day  he  became  sensible  and  continued  so  until  his  death.  Every 
judicious  means  was  adopted  to  save  the  life  of  this  beloved  child,  that  anxious  friends, 
kind  and  affectionate  relations  could  possibly  suggest,  and  above  all  no  resource  was 
neglected  which  the  most  devoted  and  religiously  indulgent  parents  could  reasonably 
adopt. 

No  person  old  or  young  ever  evinced  greater  Christian  composure,  resignation, 
and  fortitude  than  this  young  sufferer.  No  improper  or  murmuring  complaint  was  ever 
uttered  by  him  during  his  protracted  and  distressing  sickness.  He  had  from  infancy  been 
trained  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord;  and  now  in  the  midst  of  pain  and 
anguish  that  would  have  been  distracting  to  him  under  other  circumstances,  we  hear  this 
lovely  child  saying,  “My  Jesus  has  endured  more  than  all  this  for  me,  and  why  should  I 
repine?” 

To  part  with  such  a son  in  the  morning  of  life,  endeared  to  all  by  every  earthly 
charm,  and  especially  by  his  likeness  to  his  Redeemer,  would  seem  too  great  a calamity; 
for  devoted  and  affectionate  parents.  But  “God  hath  not  given  us  the  spirit  of  fear,  but  of 
power  and  of  love,  and  of  a sound  mind.”  This  was  never  more  clearly  evinced  than  in 
the  holy  resignation  and  sweet  composure  of  the  parents  of  this  exceedingly  lovely  and 
promising  child  at  his  death.  “Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord.” 

Truro,  Mass,  Jan.  1 . 


Nathaniel  Jordan  Knight  Davis 


This  photograph,  identified  as  Nathaniel  Jordan  Knight  Davis,  suggests  three 

possibilities. 

1.  It  is  Nathaniel  J.  K.  Davis,  2nd  as  a child.  There  is  a resemblance  between  child 
and  adult,  i.e.,  hairline,  shape  of  the  ears,  and  a face  which  narrows  from  top  to 
bottom.  If  this  is  N.J.K.D.,  2nd,  it  is  unusual  his  older  brother  Levi  is  not 
pictured  with  him.  His  parents  were  poor,  and  a photograph  of  only  one  of  their 
two  children  seems  extravagant. 

2.  It  is  a picture  of  Nathaniel).  K.  Davis,  1st,  the  child  who  died  of  burns  at  age  six. 
Perhaps  his  parents,  knowing  his  wounds  were  mortal,  had  the  opportunity  to 
have  his  photo  taken  as  a remembrance  before  he  died.  He  looks  to  be  about  six 
years  old,  and  he’s  dressed  in  his  finest.  It  is  impossible  to  see  whether  there  are 
burns  or  scars  on  his  hands. 

3.  It  is  a post-mortem  photograph  of  the  dead  Nathaniel.  This  was  not  an  unusual 
practice.  Tlie  child’s  eyes  are  dark  and  piercing,  and  the  pupils  are  irregular. 

The  adult  Nathaniel  has  blue  eyes.  Cover  the  child’s  eyes  with  your  finger  and 
decide  whether  he’s  dead  or  alive.  Tlie  pupils  may  have  been  compliments  of  the 
photographer,  and  the  pose  of  the  hands  was  either  the  work  of  the  undertaker 
or  the  photographer.  His  plaid  shirt  with  the  fancy  buttons  may  well  hav'e  been 
his  burial  clothes. 
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Nathaniel  Jordan,  Knight  Davis,  2nd 
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Garrett  - Davis 


In  the  presence  of  their  immediate  families,  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Levi  F.  S. 
Davis  and  wife,  and  Ernest  Osgood  Garrett  were  married  Wednesday  evening  at  the  residence  of  the 
bride’s  parents  on  Pearl  street  by  Rev.  R.  W.  Wallace,  of  the  Franklin-street  church.  Following  the 
ceremony  a reception  was  held  in  the  reception  room  at  Hotel  Colson  that  was  attended  by  about 
175  of  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  young  couple.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garrett  were  assisted  in  receiving 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  and  the  father  and  mother  of  the  groom,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  C.  Garrett. 

The  bride  wore  a very  becoming  costume  of  white  crepe  de  chene,  enveloped  with  a bridal 
veil  of  silk  tulle,  and  carried  a very  large  bouquet  of  bride  roses.  Mrs.  Davis  was  attired  in  a 
costume  of  black  silk,  with  duchesse  lace  and  lavender  silk  trimmings.  Mrs.  Garrett  wore  a black 
silk,  with  white  chiffon  trimmings.  The  guests  were  received  in  front  of  a very  large  and  handsome 
arch  of  green  decorated  with  many  cut  flowers,  a white  dove  surmounting  the  arch.  Howard  made  a 
very  fine  display  of  palms,  ferns,  and  other  plants.  The  ushers  were  Harold  E.  Boardman,  of 
Medford,  Benjamin  R.  Davis,  Edwin  E.  Garrett,  and  Samuel  G.  Underhill,  of  Somerville,  Harry  W. 
Aiken,  of  Winthrop,  and  Albion  B.  Clapp,  of  Wellesley  Hills. 

An  orchestra  of  five  pieces,  under  the  direction  of  Walter  H.  Hooper,  furnished  music  during 
the  evening.  The  spread  served  by  the  manager  of  Hotel  Colson  was  quite  a feature.  A very 
handsome  display  of  presents  was  made  in  the  reception  room.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Garrett  are  making  a 
wedding  trip  to  Montreal  and  Quebec 


Ernest  Osgood  Garrett 

The  community  was  shocked  to  learn  of  the  sudden  death  of  Ernest  Osgood  Garrett  Tuesday 
morning.  Mr.  Garrett  was  taken  ill  at  his  place  of  business  on  Fellsway  East  Monday,  and  brought 
to  his  home,  113  Pearl  street,  supposed  to  be  suffering  from  acute  indigestion.  A physician  was 
called,  and  it  was  thought  that  a rest  of  a few  days  would  restore  him  to  health.  On  Monday  night  he 
suffered  a shock,  followed  by  a second  one  early  Tuesday  morning,  during  which  he  passed  away. 

Mr.  Garrett  was  bom  in  Somerville  March  12,  1878,  the  son  of  Frances  Underhill  Garrett 
and  the  late  John  C.  Garrett.  He  was  educated  in  the  Prescott  grammar  school,  the  Cambridge  high, 
and  the  Rindge  Manual  Training  school,  and  was  a member  of  the  Franklin-street  church  and  the 
Elks.  On  June  6,  1900,  he  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Davis,  daughter  of  the  late  Levi  F.  S.  Davis,  and 
a son,  Morris  Franklin  Garrett,  survives. 

The  funeral  was  held  Friday  at  2 p.m.  from  his  late  residence,  and  was  largely  attended.  The 
numerous  floral  tributes  were  an  evidence  of  the  esteem  in  which  business  fiiends  and  neighbors 
and  relatives  held  Mr.  Garrett.  Rev.  H.  D.  Maxwell  officiated,  and  the  burial  was  at  Woodlawn. 


Levi  F.  S.  Davis 

1847  - 1906 

Levi  F.  S.  Davis,  one  of  the  best-known  public  men  of  Somerville,  died  of  heart 
failure  induced  by  pneumonia,  at  5:30  o’clock  last  Wednesday  afternoon  at  his  home,  1 13 
Pearl  street.  He  had  been  ill  only  forty-eight  hours,  and  news  of  his  death  came  as  a 
sudden  shock  to  all.  He  was  at  his  real  estate  office  at  Pearl  and  Cross  streets  Monday 
morning.  He  had  a slight  cold  which  developed  rapidly  and  he  went  home  at  noon. 
Pneumonia  soon  set  in  and  Mr.  Davis’s  heart  gave  out  under  the  strain.  Jesse  S. 
Underhill,  another  old  resident  of  Somerville,  was  associated  with  Mr.  Davis  in  business 
at  the  time  of  his  death  early  last  summer. 

•Levi  F.  S.  Davis  was  bom  at  Truro,  Mass.,  October  3,  1847,  the  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Betsey  Davis.  For  over  forty-five  years  Levi  F.  S.  Davis  had  lived  in  Somerville.  His 
education  was  secured  at  the  Prescott  grammar  and  the  high  school.  Leaving  school,  he 
entered  on  commercial  life,  and  had  of  late  years  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance 
business  at  70  Cross  street. 

In  public  affairs  Mr.  Davis  was  always  deeply  interested.  He  served  in  the 
common  council  in  1881  and  1882,  and  in  the  board  of  aldermen  in  1883  and  1884.  In 
the  latter  year  he  was  elected  president  of  the  board,  and  as  Mayor  Cummings  was  called 
from  the  city  for  two  or  three  months  Mr.  Davis  was  acting  mayor  during  that  period. 

In  1885  and  1886  Mr.  Davis  served  in  the  legislature  from  the  Sixth  district, 
taking  an  active  interest  in  the  Boston  police  commission  bill  and  the  various  temperance 
measures  which,  under  the  leadership  of  Carleton  Coffin,  were  passed  by  the  legislature. 
In  1896  he  was  the  Republican  candidate  for  may  of  Somerville,  and  was  only  defeated 
by  Albion  A.  Perry  by  seventy-four  votes  in  a total  vote  of  8,000. 

He  was  a member  of  Soley  lodge  of  Masons,  Oasis  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
other  organizations,  he  had  been  a member  of  the  Franklin  street  Congregational  church 
since  1875  and  was  a member  of  the  parish  committee  for  twenty  years.  He  was  a 
registrar  of  voters,  having  been  appointed  to  the  office  three  years  ago  by  Mayor  Glines. 

Mr.  Davis  married  Mary  A.  Paine,  daughter  of  Captain  Edgar  Paine,  who  was  one 
of  the  widely-known  deep-sea  sailors  of  the  Cape.  Besides  his  widow  he  leaves  one 
daughter,  Mrs.  E.  O.  Garrett,  of  Somerville. 


Funeral  of  L.  F.  S.  Davis 

Many  Prominent  Citizens  Attend 
the  Services  at  Mis  late  Home 

Tlie  funeral  of  Levi  F.  S.  Davis,  one  of  the  most  prominent  residents  of  Somerville,  and  a member  of  the 
board  of  registrars  of  voters,  which  was  held  last  Saturday  afternoon  at  the  family  residence,  1 13  Pearl  street, 
was  attended  by  a notable  gathering  of  past  and  present  city  officials  and  representative  citizens  of  Somerville. 
The  city  government  was  represented  by  Mayor  Charles  A.  Grimmons  and  his  secretary,  Fred  A.  Warren, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  Sidney  B.  Keene,  and  other  aldermen,  the  registrars  of  voters,  and  many  city 
officials.  Soley  Lodge  F.  and  A.  M.;  Excelsior  county,  Royal  Arcanum;  Oasis  lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  sent 
delegations,  and  the  leading  members  of  the  First  orthodox  Congregational  parish,  of  which  Mr.  Davis  had  been 
for  more  than  twenty  years  a prominent  officer,  were  present.  The  pall-bearers  were  Gordon  A.  Southworth, 
Elbridge  G.  Park,  Bama  S.  Cole,  and  Franklin  A.  Titus. 

Rev.  Louis  C.  Wright,  acting  pastor  of  the  Franklin-street  church,  conducted  the  service,  assisted  by  the 
Harvard  male  quartette,  who  sang,  “Lead,  Kindly  Light,”  “One  Sweetly  Solemn  Thought,”  and  “Some  Day.” 

The  burial  was  in  the  family  lot  at  Woodlawn.  it  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  largest  attended  funerals 
in  East  Somerville  for  many  years.  Many  stood  on  the  veranda  and  sidewalks.  Besides  numerous  ladies  there 
were  present  the  following:  — 


Capt.  H.  Aldrich 
Hon.  J.  H.  Butler 
Walter  C.  Bailey 
Robert  Bums 
Paul  Bums 
Alpheus  Bowers 
Henry  W.  Burgess 
Wm.  H.  Burgess 
Charles  E.  Brainard 
Frederic  W.  Cook 
Edwin  S.  Cole 
Isaac  H.  Collins 
S.  Newton  Cutler 
E.  Connell 
Frank  S.  Coan 
Dr.  Henry  F.  Curtis 
Edward  Curtis 
Fred  L.  Cobum 
Clarence  E.  Cate 
Emory  F.  Chaffee 
John  S.  Cresto 
O.  M.  Chandler 
George  H.  Clapp 
Deacon  A.  L.  Cole 
Milo  Crane 
Solomon  Davis 


Thomas  L.  Davis 
Dr.  Nathan  J.  Davis 
Dr.  Roland  Davis 
Alderman  J.  Davis 
Charles  S.  Davis 
Jerome  S.  Daniels 
Alexander  Duncan 
William  J.  Emerson 
B.  W.  Fitzgerald 
Benj.  F.  Freeman 
George  E.  Griffm 
Orice  M.  Gracey 
Hon.  Edward  Glines 
Elbridge  G.  Glines 
Arthur  W.  Glines 
Charles  E.  Gibs 
Charles  S.  Gilman 
Roy  K.  Goodil 
Henry  A.  Handy 
J.  J.  Higgins 
Horace  A.  Houdlette 
Joseph  C.  Howes 
Andrew  Hook 
Dr.  S.  Hanselm 
Charles  E.  Hunt 
S.  Heru7  Hadley 


Alfred  J.  Heath 
James  P.  Hayden 
James  B.  Hopkins 
David  P.  Horton 
Charles  E.  Joslin 
M.  A.  Kimball 
Sidney  B.  Keene 
A.  E.  Kauler 
Everett  Kramer 
Arthur  P.  Knowles 
Chas.  W.  Kennard 
Wm.  W.  Kennard 
Elisha  Littlefield 
Eugene  C.  Leonard 
W.  P.  Liscomb 
Henry  F.Lombard 
Frank  S Lambert 
Edwin  Leavit 
John  S.  Lovering 
Charles  Lincoln 
Herbert  E.  Merrill 
William  S.  McLean 
L.  W.  Morrill 
James  A.  Munroe 
Frank  A.  Noyes 
F.  R.  Nickerson 


John  F.  Nickerson 

H.  E.  Nickerson 
Hon.  G.  W.  Perkins 
Francis  C.  Perkins 

I.  Frank  Pierce 
George  A.  Pierce 
John  P.  Prichard 
Charles  B.  Palmer 
Warren  A.  Perry 
Tracy  C.  Pope 
Charles  H.  Ramsdell 
John  W.  Rand 

F.  O.  Randall 
John  Stackpole 
George  M.  Starbird 
D.  A.Shattuck 
Leslie  E.  A.  Smith 
John  C.  H.  Snow 
A.  E.  Southworth 
Charles  F.  Sewell 
L.  L.  Sellen 
Edgar  Sellen 
Frank  Sellen 
David  H.  Smith 
L.  E.  Timson 
Percy  E.  Thayer 


Wm.  Taylor 
Samuel  Taylor 
Alphonso  Taylor 
Wilbur  C.  Towne 
Henry  A.  Towne 

J.  G.  Tewksbury 
Dr.  S.  C.  Underhill 
C.  L.  Underhill 
Fred  E.  Warren 
C.  F.  Wildes 
F.  G.  Williams 
George  D.  W — 
Edwin  A.  W — 

R.  D.  Wentworth 
John  F.  White 
B.  H.  Weeks 
Porter  S.  Robe 
Frank  G.  Lombard 


Ida  Masta  Davis 


]slathaniel  Jordan  Knight  Davi 
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Emma  Davis 


April  9,  1897 
N.  J.  K.  Davis 

Death  of  One  of  East  Somerville’s  Most  Beloved  Citizens 

Shortly  after  midnight,  N.  J.  K.  Davis  closed  his  earthly  pilgrimage  at  his  home,  13 
Mt.  Vernon  St.,  after  a few  weeks  of  intense  suffering,  at  the  age  of  44  years,  8 months  and 
3 days. 

Mr.  Davis  had  an  attack  of  grippe  two  or  three  months  ago,  and  although  it  was  not 
then  considered  a severe  case,  there  was  an  undermining  of  his  constitution,  never  very 
robust,  and  a trouble  of  a year’s  standing  developed  into  serious  condition.  Then  he  was 
stricken  with  nervous  prostration  and  about  three  weeks  ago  was  obliged  to  seek  his  home. 

The  deceased  was  born  in  Truro,  Mass.,  but  came  to  Somerville  with  his  parents 
when  but  five  years  old.  Here  he  was  educated  and  has  always  lived,  while  his  occupation 
has  been  in  Boston  counting-rooms,  where  he  established  a reputation  for  fidelity  and 
honesty  with  comes  only  to  sterling  worth. 

He  married  Miss  Ida  Masta,  who  survives  him,  with  their  four  children  ~ a son  in 
the  English  High  school,  ‘97,  the  eldest  daughter  in  Radcliffe  College  and  two  others  in  the 
Somerville  schools.  Their  home  life  was  of  the  most  happy  and  tender  character,  the  only 
other  member  of  the  immediate  family  of  the  deceased  is  Levi  F.  S.  Davis,  a brother. 

Mr.  Davis  has  for  many  years  been  an  active  participant  in  all  the  work  of  the 
Franklin  St.  church,  holding  several  important  offices,  the  last  of  which  was  membership 
on  the  supply  committee  which  has  just  called  Rev.  R.  W.  Wallace.  For  him  he  tenderly 
inquired  yesterday,  while  there  seemed  to  be  an  improvement  in  his  condition,  expressing 
considerable  interest  in  the  coming  installation.  But  the  first  funeral  which  the  coming 
pastor  will  be  called  upon  to  attend  will  be  of  this  beloved  member  of  the  committee  which 
summoned  him  to  duty.  The  obsequies  will  take  place  at  the  residence  Monday  afternoon 
at  2 o’clock,  and  the  interment  will  be  at  Woodlawn. 

■d 

Mr.  Davis  was  a member  of  the  Golden  Cross,  and  of  Excelsior  council,  R.  A.,  was 
universally  respected  by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  will  be  deeply  missed. 
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AZUBAH  DAVIS 

July  15,  1811  - January  26,  1901 

married 

THOMAS  PAINE 

1805  - 1879 

CHILDREN  OF  THOMAS  AND  AZUBAH  DAVIS  PAINE 

1.  Samuel  Paine  m.  Mary  Rich 

1.  Sarah  Paine  Poore  m.  Walter  A.  Poore 
1.  ' Ida  Poore  Motley 

2.  Mercy  Paine  m.  Henry  Chapman 

1.  Martha  Chapman  Evans 

3.  Thomas  Paine  m.  Emma  Hastings 

Children  - Unknown 

4.  Elizabeth  “Lizzie”  Paine  ~ unmarried 

5.  Jaazaniah  Gross  Paine  m.  Ida  Gilman.  He  resides  in  Medford. 


We  know  the  least  about  the  Paine  descendants.  The  above  genealogy  is  sketchy  at  best 
and  involved  a little  guesswork.  S.E.H. 
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THONtAS  PAINE 


Aiuivili,  vounuest  dau^htt-r  ot  Ebcnezer  ai'id  Azuhah  Dav  is,  married  dliomas 
Inline  -1  l-.a^rham.  He  is  a house  carpenter  hv  trade.  Alter  his  marriage  he  lived  in 
rrurc'  uiui!  '<^6,  when  he  moved  to  Somerville  and  ihen  lo  harl--'^  ■ >wn,  where  he  muv 
re.-'ides 

I'homas  died  Sept.  19,  1879,  a^ed  7 > vears,  S months. 


Samuel  Paine 


l.  Samuel  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Sally  Rich  of  Truro.  He  is  a 
house  carpenter  by  trade,  resides  in  Charlestown  and  is  employed  in  cabinet  making. 
He  serv'ed  m the  Union  Army  three  years  m the  war  of  the  rebellion,  and 
participated  'in  the  battle  of  Gett\'shurg.  He  died  April  10,  1900,  aged  66  years. 


I 


Ida  Poore  Mo  tie  v 


Doris  Tavlor  Poore 
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2.  Mercy  married  Henry  Chapman  of  Charlestown.  They  reside  in  Somerville. 


Mercy  Paine  &.  Henry  Chapman 
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Thomas  was  connected  with  the  Engineering  Department  during  the  Civil  War 
married  Emma  Hastings. 
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Elizabeth  resides  in  her  father’s  family 
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Jaazaniah  Gross  Paine  resides  in  Medford.  He  married  Ida  Gilman 


JOSHUA  HINCKLEY  DAVIS  m.  ANNA  GROSS  LOMBARD 
1814  ~ 1913  1839  1818  ~ 1904 

CHILDREN 

1.  Anna  Maria  Davis  March  30,  1843  - February,  1921 

2.  Mary  Eleanor  Davis  March  18,  1845  - August  24,  1931 

m.  Emerson  E>yar 

1 . Anna  Lombard  Dyar 

2.  Louis  Agassiz  Dyar 

3.  Alice  Emma  Dyar 

4.  Ralph  Dyar 

5.  Gladys  Dyar 

3.  Solomon  Davis  December  5,  1846  - May  28,  1928 

m.  Joanna  ‘^osie”  Allen 

1.  Caroline  Davis 

2.  Helen  Davis 


4.  Joshua  Hinckley  Davis,  Jr.  March  2,  1849  - December  25,  1942 
m.  Cora  Hendrick 

1.  Eleanor  Davis 

2.  Kenneth  Davis 


5.  Emily  Small  Davis  June  27,  1851  - June  24,  1932 


6.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Gross  Davis  October  27,  1853  ~ September  7,  1936 

7.  Thomas  Lombard  Davis  December  28,  1856  ~ January  16,  1929 

m.  Martha  “Mattie”  Tenney 

1.  Tenney  Lombard  Davis 

2.  Robert  Tenney  Davis 

3.  Philip  Sidney  Davis 


Joshua  Hinckley  Davis 


^omerbille  Journal 

Friday,  November  3,  1911 


APPRO ACfflNG  CENTURY  MARK 

Joshua  H.  Davis,  Aaron  Sargent  and 
Jairus  Mann  Observe  their  Birthdays 
Within  a Week,  and  Mr.  Davis  Recalls 
Early  Days  of  Somerville 

Two  of  Sbmerville’s  well-known 
residents  observed  their  birthdays  last 
Sunday,  while  Joshua  H.  Davis,  for  over 
twenty-five  years  active  in  the 
educational  life  of  the  city,  is  to-day 
celebrating  his  ninety-seventh 
anniversary  of  his  birth  at  his  home,  65 
Myrtle  street.  A family  reunion  of  Mr. 
Davis’s  children  is  being  held  this  noon. 

Mr.  Davis,  in  talking  of 
Somerville,  spoke  of  the  many  changes 
that  had  come  since  1854,  when  he  first 
made  Somerville  his  home.  When  he 
went  to  Boston  in  those  days  he 
generally  walked,  as  the  omnibus  ran 
only  hourly  and  was  so  crowded  that  the 
passengers  who  had  seats  allowed  others 
to  sit  in  their  laps. 

Somerville  had  few  schools  in 
those  days.  There  was  ample  room  for 
the  children  to  play,  as  only  a few  of  the 
present  streets  were  laid  out. 

Mr.  Davis  made  his  first  home  at 
the  comer  of  Webster  and  Cutter  streets. 
After  a year  he  moved  to  the  comer  of 
Broadway  and  Mount  Vernon  street,  in  a 
double  house,  which  was  tom  down  to 
make  room  for  B.  F.  Freeman’s  studio. 

In  1856  he  built  his  present  house  on 
Myrtle  street. 

Mr.  Davis  was  the  youngest  of 
seven  children.  Two  of  his  three 
brothers,  Ebenezer  Davis  and  Benjamin 
Davis,  were  well-known  residents  of 
Somerville.  The  third  brother  Solomon 
always  lived  on  the  cape.  His  three 
sisters  were  Mrs.  Betsey  Davis  Gross, 
Mrs.  Dinah  Dyer,  and  Mrs.  Thomas 


Paine.  Mr.  Davis’s  seven  children  are: 
Miss  Annie  Davis,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Dyar, 
Solomon  Davis,  Joshua  H.  Davis,  Jr., 
Emily,  Sarah  E.  G.,  and  Thomas  L. 
Davis. 

At  ten  years  of  age  Joshua  Davis 
went  to  work  for  his  father,  and  worked 
for  him  until  he  was  fourteen.  From  the 
time  he  was  fourteen  till  he  was  twenty 
he  was  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade. 

He  graduated  from  Phillips 
academy,  Andover,  in  1 839,  going  to 
Truro  to  teach  in  the  Truro  academy, 
where  he  remained  for  twenty  years.  He 
was  such  a brilliant  scholar  while  at 
Andover  that  a position  there  was 
offered  him,  but  as  he  had  agreed  to  go 
to  Truro,  he  kept  his  word,  as  he  has 
always  done  in  every  transaction  during 
his  long  life. 

On  October  29,  1939,  he  married 
Miss  Anna  Gross  Lombard,  of  Truro, 
and  they  lived  together  sixty-four  years. 

Mr.  Davis  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  questions  of  the 
day.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  William 
Henry  Harrison,  and  has  voted  for  every 
president  since.  When  he  came  to 
Somerville  he  soon  identified  himself 
with  the  religious  interest  of  the  town, 
being  a charter  member  and  founder  of 
the  Franklin-street  church.  He  has  been 
Sunday  school  superintendent  and 
deacon.  At  the  present  time  he  is  deacon 
emeritus.  For  twenty-one  years  he  was 
superintendent  of  schools,  then  for  two 
years  he  represented  ward  1 in  the 
legislature. 

Mr.  Davis  has  a remarkable 
memory,  recalling  events  of  years  ago. 
At  present  he  finds  much  pleasure  in 
committing  hymns  to  memory,  as  his 
failing  eyesight  prevents  his  reading.  He 
takes  daily  walks  on  the  streets  near  his 
home. 


At  the  Memorial  Service,  held  in  the 
Franklin  Street  Church  on  Sunday, 

October  5, 1913,  the  following  letter  was 
read: 

East  Northfield,  Mass. 

September  28,  1913 

Dear  Mr.  Southworth: 

As  I take  my  pen  to  write  you  in 
memory  of  Mr.  Joshua  H.  Davis,  I look  on 
the  wall  of  the  Library  at  this  Northfield  Inn 
where  Mr.  H.  M.  Moore  spent  his  last  days, 
and  his  smiling  face  seems  to  appreciate  and 
to  approve  of  my  purpose. 

One  of  the  last  Moody’s  who 
remained  at  his  bedside  until  he  breathed  his 
last,  remembers  well  what  Mr.  Moore  said 
of  Mr.  Davis  when  relating  here  the  story  of 
his  own  conversion. 

Mr.  Moore  was  almost  ready  to  take 
his  stand  as  a disciple  of  Christ,  when  some 
well-meaning  person  asked  him  if  he  knew 
by  experience  what  was  meant  by  the  phrase 
“conviction  of  sin.” 

This  question  rather  distressed  Mr. 
Moore  who  could  not  then  give  a 
satisfactory  answer.  He  therefore  feared  that 
he  was  not  ready  to  claim  discipleship,  and 
he  hastened  to  talk  with  Mr.  Davis  as  to 
whether  some  further  delay  was  not 
required. 

Mr.  Davis  advised  him  to  come  with 
him  that  evening  to  the  prayer  meeting  at  the 
Franklin  Street  Church  and  to  tell  his  story 
and  to  claim  the  promise  of  the  gospel. 

This  he  did  and  then  and  there 
announced  his  decision  to  take  Christ  as  his 
Saviour  and  to  cast  his  lot  with  the  church. 


He  was  welcomed  in  a prayer  of 
thanksgiving  by  Mr.  Davis  and  thus  Mr. 
Moore  began  his  remarkable  career  of 
devotion  as  a worker  for  Jesus  Christ. 

If  this  act  of  brotherly  service  was  all 
that  we  knew  about  the  Christian  influences 
of  Mr.  Davis,  this  alone  would  justify  the 
memorial  service  in  his  honor.  But  this  is 
only  one  instance  among  a life-long  series  of 
endeavors  for  Christian  usefulness. 

When  I came  in  the  year  1 872  to  be 
their  pastor,  the  two  brothers  Ebenezer  and 
Joshua  Davis  were  among  the  first  to 
welcome  me.  Mr.  Joshua  was  spokesman 
for  the  two  and  in  a quiet  and  deliberate 
way,  with  well-chosen  words,  expressed 
their  greeting,  their  loyalty  to  the  new 
minister  and  their  hopes  for  the  future 
welfare  of  the  church. 

Deacon  Ebenezer  Davis  added,  “Yes, 
that  is  the  feeling  of  us  all,  but  don’t  forget 
to  tell  him  that  we  expect  him  to  be  Captain 
of  the  Ship.” 

They  explained  to  me  how  nearly 
thirty  families  fi-om  Truro  and  vicinity  had 
come  together  to  Somerville,  most  of  whom 
had  joined  the  Franklin  Street  Church  and 
were  ready  to  do  everything  possible  for  the 
cause  of  Christ  in  the  community. 

Said  Mr.  Joshua  Davis,  “We  make 
this  church  the  centre  of  our  social  and 
religious  life  here,  and  you  will  find  that  the 
weekly  notices  which  you  read  from  your 
pulpit  will  control  the  social  plans  and 
engagements  of  your  congregation.” 

In  repeating  this  remark  not  long 
afterward  to  Dr.  Jacob  M.  Manning  of  the 
Old  South  Church,  he  said  with  enthusiasm, 
“What  a treasure  to  have  such  a sway  over 


your  people;  and  to  have  such  parishioners 
in  your  congregation!” 

Mr.  Davis  lived  up  to  these  promises 
in  the  fullest  way  and  during  the  next  ten 
years  I cannot  recall  an  instance  of  his 
neglecting  the  least  duty  or  responsibility  in 
connection  with  the  church. 

Gifted  with  a cultivated  and 
well-stored  mind,  a constant  student  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  a wide  reader  of  the 
Christian  literature  of  the  day,  his  words  in 
the  prayer-meeting,  the  Bible  Class,  the 
literary  circle  or  in  common  conversation 
were  conspicuous  for  their  interest  and 
value. 

When  he  slowly  rose  and  with 
peculiar  motion  seemed  to  poise  himself  for 
utterance,  every  eye  and  ear  were  attentive  to 
him,  and  his  words  of  wisdom  and  of  quiet 
fervor,  sank  into  every  heart.  When  roused 
by  some  unusual  emotion,  he  could  speak 
with  tremendous  power,  though  always 
deliberately  and  with  marked  humility  of 
manner. 

Once  when  he  had  just  finished  a 
new  Life  of  Daniel  Webster,  and  had  learned 
to  his  joy  new  proofs  of  the  deep  religious 
beliefs  of  that  great  statesman,  he  poured 
forth  at  our  prayer-meeting  his  gratitude  and 
thanksgiving  to  God  for  such  a mind  and 
heart. 

Often  he  would  quote  fi-om  poems  of 
Robert  Bums  and  while  regretting  the  habits 
of  the  poet,  would  extol  his  gifts,  his  insight, 
and  his  expressions  of  truth. 

Naturally  he  had  a great  love  for  the 
men  of  the  sea  and  for  their  calling.  He 
believed  in  fisherman  and  in  their  noble 
qualities  as  men  who  faced  great  peril  and 


wrung  a livelihood  from  the  sea,  and,  if 
good  men,  were  greatly  ennobled  by  their 
business  and  their  communion  with  the 
ocean. 

Once  he  protested  against 
depreciating  the  first  apostles  by  calling 
them  “ignorant  fishermen.”  “The  fishermen 
of  Cape  Cod,  whom  1 have  known,”  he  said, 
“are  not  ignorant  or  narrow-minded,  but  the 
reverse,  and  I believe  that  a good  fisherman 
would  make  the  best  kind  of  an  apostle.” 

Mr.  Davis  was  like  a symmetrical 
column  of  Cape  granite  polished  and  shaped 
by  all  the  storms  of  life,  and  often  breezy 
and  fragrant  like  the  rock  ledges  of  his 
birthplace. 

He  was  sturdy  and  unmoved  in  this 
way  amid  storms  which  would  shake  or 
topple  over  ordinary  men.  yet  he  had  great 
gentleness  and  patience  and  sweetness  of 
character  as  I remember  him  in  the  days 
from  ‘72  to ‘82. 

Others  will  speak  of  his  later  years 
and  characteristics  since  those  days  of  his 
prime  and  marked  influence.  It  has  been  my 
purpose  to  mention  chiefly  his  relations  to 
his  church  and  community  thirty  years  ago. 

He  was  a good  man,  full  of  faith  and 
conscientious  devotion  in  his  family,  in  the 
church,  in  the  sphere  of  public  education. 

He  was  a warm  and  loyal  personal  friend, 
unsuspicious  and  trusting  toward  those  to 
whom  he  opened  his  heart. 

He  being  dead  yet  speaketh  to  the 
rest  of  us  who  survive  his  generation.  May 
these  later  times  produce  as  fine  a breed  of 
strong  man! 

Your  fiiend  and  his.  fiiend, 
Wm.  S.  Hubbell 


Letter  written  by  Grandfather  Davis 
after  Grandmother’s  death 

Somerville,  Feb.  24,  1904 
Dear  Mary, 

Your  good  letter  was  gratefully 
received.  It  gives  us  great  joy  to  hear  good 
reports  from  Louis.  Our  hope  is,  that  he  will 
be  able  to  return  home  with  you  when  the 
warm  weather  comes  to  Minnesota.  If  so, 
your  privations  will  soon  be  forgotten. 

Our  dear  mother  passed  calmly  away, 
after  her  wearisome  illness  of  ten  months, 
which  she  bore  with  marvellous  patience, 
leaving  with  us  the  joyful  assurance  that  she 
had  exchanged  the  ills  of  this  life  for  the  rest 
and  bliss  of  heaven. 

During  the  latter  months  of  her 
sickness  she  never  expressed  any  fear  or 
apprehension  of  the  coming  event,  but  rather 
longed  for  the  rest  awaiting  her.  Her  mind 
was  peaceful  and  her  trust  was  firm  that  all 
would  be  well  with  her. 

Our  acquaintance  began  at  Uncle 
Isaac’s  second  day  wedding  in  the  spring  of 
1823,  when  I was  eight  and  one  half  years 
old,  and  she  four  and  one  half.  Her  beauty 
and  sprightliness  impressed  me,  and  my 
memory  has  borne  that  impression  all  these 
years. 

On  the  evening  of  the  Thanksgiving 
next  following  my  twenty-first  birthday  and 
her  seventeenth,  I called  on  her  and  was 
received.  From  that  evening  until  death 
came,  nothing  ever  separated  us.  The 
Monday  following,  1 left  home  for  Andover, 
in  company  with  Benjamin  Hinckley,  and 
entered  upon  my  four  years  course  of  study. 
During  my  student  years  she  was  my 
inspiration,  and  her  frequent  letters  were  my 


joy.  The  year  following  my  graduation,  and 
while  the  Truro  Academy  was  in  process  of 
construction,  1 taught  a private  school  and 
she  was  one  of  my  pupils.  In  the  summer  of 
1839,  we  came  to  Boston  for  our  wedding 
outfit.  On  the  bright  October  day  in  1839, 
we  were  married. 

For  the  next  two  years  we  boarded 
with  father  and  mother.  Then  father  gave 
me  a deed  of  the  eastern  half  of  his  house, 
which  I enlarged  and  improved,  and  it  made 
us  a very  comfortable  and  pleasant  home, 
until  it  became  too  strait  for  us  and  our  five 
growing  children.  In  the  spring  of  1851  1 
built  my  house.  During  that  summer  and 
after  Emily’s  birth,  mother  had  a very  serious 
illness.  For  several  weeks,  her  recovery  was 
doubtful. 

Early  in  September  we  moved  into 
our  new  home.  Mother  was  carried  there  in 
a carriage.  I think  that  she  was  happy  there. 
She  always  liked  our  neighborhood.  She  was 
an  ardent  admirer  of  nature.  She  loved  the 
trees,  the  birds,  the  flowers  and  the  clouds. 
Doubtless  you  have  often  seen  her  watch  and 
admire  the  clouds. 

Early  in  April,  1854,  my  health  which 
had  been  long  failing,  entirely  broke  down, 
and  I was  compelled  to  dismiss  my  school 
and  relinquish  teaching.  Late  in  May  and  as 
soon  as  I was  able  to  leave  home,  I came  to 
Boston  to  seek  employment,  leaving  mother 
and  the  children  in  Truro.  June  and  July  I 
was  employed  in  the  missionary  rooms,  at 
small  pay,  as  assistant  of  the  Treasurer. 

On  the  first  of  August  I was  chosen 
secretary  of  the  United  States  Ins.  Co.  at  a 
salary  of  $ 1 200  which  was  afterwards 
changed  to  $1400.  I immediately  sent  for  my 
family.  On  the  last  day  of  August  you  all  met 
me  in  Boston  and  at  once  was  entered  upon 
a new  chapter  in  our  family  history. 


Those  three  summer  months  were, 
probably,  the  darkest  period  of  mother’s  life. 
She  was  lonely  without  me,  was  not  strong 
and  could  ill  endure  the  care  and  labor  of  her 
large  family  of  little  children. 

Mother  was  happy  in  her  children. 
She  often  referred  to  the  goodness  and 
kindness  of  all  of  them;  in  her  sickness,  she 
frequently  expressed  a wish  to  see  all  of  them, 
often  spoke  of  you,  and  had  a longing  desire 
to  see  you. 

No  children  ever  had  a more  loving 
mother.  Her  treatment  of  all  of  you  in  your 
infancy  and  childhood  was  perfect.  You  were 
always  neatly  and  prettily  dressed,  and  all  of 
her  sanitary  arrangements  were  complete. 
Nothing  essential  to  your  comfort  was 
omitted. 

Her  warm  mother  love  continued 
unabated  to  the  last.  Her  last  request  to  me 
was:  “Be  sure  and  see  that  the  girls  do  not 
take  cold  going  to  the  cemetery.” 

The  day  of  her  burial  was  a bright 
one,  but  very  cold.  We  were  all  well 
protected,  and  did  not  leave  the  carriage  or 
stop  at  the  grave.  We  took  our  last  look  in 
our  parlor.  Oh!  that  precious  last  look!  She 
looked  so  peaceful,  so  beautiful,  in  her 
casket,  it  seemed  as  if  1 could  not  have  her 
borne  away  and  forever  hidden  from  my 
view.  The  thought  that  we  can  never  again 
look  upon  her  beautiful  face,  nor  receive  her 
lovely  smile  or  hear  her  pleasant  voice, 
sometimes  almost  overpowers  me. 

My  heart  was  always  true  to  her  and  1 
thought,  while  she  was  living  that  with  my 
limited  means  1 was  doing  what  1 could  to 
make  her  happy.  But  now  that  she  is  gone  1 
think  of  many  things  that  might  have  been 
added.  1 think  of  what  Carlyle  says:  “Thou 


who  wouldst  give,  give  quickly.  In  the  grave 
thy  loved  one  can  receive  no  kindness.” 

The  home  is  filled  with  the 
handiwork  of  her  busy  and  skillful  hands. 

But  oh,  how  desolate  and  dreary  without  her. 

1 have  a hope  that  erelong  1 shall  see 
her  again  in  a fairer  land.  But  the  hope  is 
shadowy.  The  future  is  clouded  in  mystery. 
Soon,  very  soon,  1 shall  know  what  there  is  to 
know  concerning  it. 

I have  written  very  freely,  but  this  is 
your  letter.  I would  have  no  eyes  but  yours 
see  what  I have  written. 

We  are  all  well,  and  send  much  love 
to  you  and  Louis. 

Your  affectionate  father, 

J.  H.  Davis 

For  many  years  no  eyes  did,  but  now 
it  seems  that  those  nearest  to  him  who  love 
his  memory  should  see  this  beautiful  letter. 


Anna  G.  lombard  Davis 


Miss  Anna  M.  Davis 


Miss  Anna  M.  Davis,  eldest  child  of  the  late  Joshua  H.  Davis,  passed  away 
Sunday,  following  the  effect  of  a shock  seven  weeks  ago. 

Miss  Davis  was  bom  in  Truro  and  came  to  Somerville  when  a young  girl.  She  is 
survived  by  three  sisters  and  three  brothers. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  her  late  home,  65  Myrtle  street,  Wednesday 
afternoon.  Rev.  Stephen  Lang  officiating.  The  interment  was  in  Woodlawn. 


Solomon  Davis 


Mr.  Solomon  Davis  died  at  his  home  in  Reading,  Mass.,  on  May  21 . He  was  bom 
in  Tmro,  Mass,  on  Dec.  5,  1846,  the  son  of  Joshua  and  Anna  (Lombard)  Davis.  In  1855 
the  family  moved  to  Somerville,  Mass.,  where  he  lived  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  For 
many  years  he  was  in  the  men’s  clothing  business,  as  a salesman  for  wholesale  houses  in 
Boston,  and  as  a partner  in  retail  stores  in  Connecticut.  From  1897  to  1909  he  was  owner 
and  manager  in  New  Haven,  Ct.  The  later  of  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Reading, 
Mass.  In  1 869  he  married  Joanna  R.  Allen  of  Somerville,  who,  with  two  daughters, 
survives  him.  He  was  a member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Somerville 
(Franklin  Street)  from  1866  to  1897,  of  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  New  haven,  Ct., 
from  1897  to  1910,  and  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Reading  from  1910  until  his 
death. 


Mr.  Davis  was  a man  of  keen  and  alert  mind,  broad  vision,  strong  convictions,  and 
a deep  sense  of  personal  responsibility.  His  long  life  was  one  of  rare  devotion  to  Christ, 
his  Kingdom,  and  his  church. 

In  business  he  was  a consistent  Christian,  a “drummer”  who  never  sold  goods  or 
traveled  on  Sunday,  a merchant  who  counted  no  cost  in  labor  or  inconvenience  to  serve 
his  customers  and  employees  as  a friend,  a successful  business  man  who  considered 
himself  God’s  steward. 

His  warm,  wide  friendliness  included  everyone  he  met  - strangers,  workmen, 
children  on  the  street.  To  those  who  knew  him  best  his  hearty  hospitality,  cheery  laugh, 
quick  wit,  almost  boyish  eagerness,  and  enthusiasm  made  him  a delightful  companion 
and  an  inspiring  friend. 

The  life  and  work  of  the  church  were  of  paramount  importance  to  him.  While  he 
threw  himself  whole-heartedly  into  all  church  activities,  so  long  as  he  was  able,  his  chief 
interests  were  in  the  work  for  young  people  and  in  the  missionary  enterprise  at  home  and 
abroad.  To  his  Sunday  school  classes  in  all  three  churches  he  gave  prayer,  study,  and 
lifelong  friendship;  to  the  extension  of  Christ’s  Kingdom  in  the  world,  his  constant 
prayers  and  generous  support.  His  greatest  concern,  which  grew  with  the  years,  was  that 
Christ  should  be  upheld  as  the  Son  of  God  and  that  the  world  should  be  saved  through 
him. 


Countless  people  in  every  walk  of  life  and  Christian  workers  throughout  the  world 
have  been  blessed  by  his  personal  friendship  and  timely  help.  “His  gifts  of  money  were 
not  his  largest  contribution  to  the  world’s  work.  He  gave  himself.” 


Reprinted  from  “The  Congregationalist,”  June  21,  1928 


Solomon  Davis 


OBITUARY  - MRS.  MARY  DYAR 


Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  Mary  Dyar  of  Alhambra,  Calif.,  former  Winona  resident, 
were  held  Wednesday,  Aug.  26,  at  the  Alhambra  chapel.  Burial  was  in  Woodlawn 
cemetery  here  last  week. 

Mrs.  Dyar,  who  died  Monday,  Aug.  24  at  her  home,  was  bom  in  Cape  Cod,  Mass.. 
March  18,  1845.  She  was  a classmate  of  David  Starr  Jordan  at  Louis  Agassiz’  famous 
school  on  Penikese  Island,  Mass.;  taught  school  in  the  high  school  at  Somerville,  Mass., 
for  many  years,  and  in  1875  was  married  to  Emerson  D.  Dyar  who  before  his  death  in 
1905,  was  one  of  Minnesota's  leading  citizens.  She  resided  here  from  1892  until  1924 
when  she  moved  to  Alhambra. 

Mrs.  Dyar  took  an  active  part  in  civil  affairs  in  Minnesota,  was  closely  identified 
with  the  First  Congregational  church  and  was  the  first  woman  to  serve  on  the  school 
board  in  Winona. 

She  is  surv  ived  by  five  children,  Mrs.  Annie  Byard,  Minneapolis;  Louis  A D>ar. 
Waitsburg,  Wash.,  Mrs.  Alice  Dyar  Russell,  South  Pasadena,  Ralph  E.  Dyar,  Spokane, 
Wash.,  and  Gladys  E.  Dyar,  Alhambra,  and  ten  grandchildren. 
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The  Sun,  Spring  Valley,  Wis. 

Dec.  31,  1942 

JOSHUA  DAVIS 

On  Christmas  Day  occurred  the 
death  of  Joshua  Davis  at  Lake  City  after  a 
year’s  illness,  at  the  age  of  93. 

Mr.  Davis  lived  for  five  years  in 
Spring  Valley  at  the  residence  of  his  son 
Kenneth  H.  Davis,  with  whom  he  has  made 
his  home  for  many  years;  but  because  he 
seldom  went  out,  few  here  became 
acquainted  with  him.  He  was,  however,  a 
man  who  had  a full  and  varied  life. 

He  was  born  of  New  England 
parents  on  Cape  Cod  and  went  into 
business  connected  with  the  famous  clipper 
ships  in  Chinese  trade,  becoming  part 
owner  of  several.  In  1885  he  came  West, 
buying  a bank  at  Plainview,  Minn.,  and 
being  interested  in  several  others.  His  wife 
died  in  1938,  when  he  and  his  family  went 
back  East  for  a time,  soon  returning  and 
coming  to  Spring  Valley. 

Joshua  Davis  left  one  son,  Kenneth, 
and  one  daughter,  Eleanor,  now  traveling 
librarian  for  the  Wisconsin  state  library  at 
Madison;  also  five  nephews,  four  nieces  and 
three  grand-daughters. 

Mr.  Davis  saw  a time  when  Yankee 
sailing  ships,  manned  by  Yankee  sailors, 
ruled  the  seven  seas  and  were  a common 
and  welcome  sight  in  every  main  port  of  the 
world;  he  also  saw  American  shipping 
almost  entirely  driven  from  the  waters. 

However,  he  looked  for  the  time, 
after  this  war,  when  Americans  shall  again 
take  their  place  in  world  trade  - perhaps  by 
clippers  of  the  air. 


JOSHUA  H.  DAVTS,  JR 
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Miss  Emily  S.  Davis  I 

Miss  Emily  S.  Davis,  of  65  Myrtle  street,  a resident  of  Somerville  for  over  seventy  | 

years,  passed  away  Friday,  June  24,  following  a short  illness  from  heart  trouble.  Her 
father  was  the  late  Joshua  H.  Davis,  a former  superintendent  of  the  Somerville  schools.  | 

who  died  in  191 3.  | 

She  was  bom  in  Truro,  and  was  one  of  seven  children.  Her  family  came  to  reside  | 

in  Somerville  when  she  was  a child.  Miss  Davis  was  a graduate  of  the  Someiwille  High  | 

School  in  the  class  of  1 869.  She  also  graduated  from  the  Boston  Normal  Art  school,  and 
was  quite  an  artist.  She  was  a member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  Franklin  | 

street,  for  many  years.  She  is  survived  by  her  sister.  Miss  Sarah  E.  Davis,  with  whom  she  I 

made  her  home;  a brother,  Joshua  H.  Davis,  of  Winona,  Minnesota,  and  twelve  nieces 
and  nephews.  | 

Funeral  seiwices  were  held  Monday  afternoon  at  her  late  home.  Rev.  Stephen  C. 

Lang  officiating,  and  the  interment  was  in  Woodlawn  Cemeteiy.  I 
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Miss  Sarah  E.  G.  Davis  passed  away  early  on  Tuesday  morning,  at  her  home,  65 
Myrtle  street,  following  a brief  illness. 


She  was  bom  in  Truro,  in  1853,  but  lived  practically  all  her  life  in  Somerville. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Joshua  H.  Davis,  who  was  elected  in  1863  as  a member  of  the 
School  committee,  and  three  years  later  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Somerville 
schools,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  1 888. 


Miss  Davis  was  a graduate  of  the  Prescott  School  in  1868  and  the  Somerville 
High  School  in  1872.  She  was  a member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church.  Her 
beautiful  character  and  ideal  home  life  endeared  her  to  all  who  had  the  privilege  of  her 
acquaintance. 


She  is  survived  by  one  brother,  Joshua  H.  Davis,  of  Spring  Valley,  Wisconsin,  the 
last  of  a family  of  seven  brothers  and  sisters,  and  eleven  nieces  and  nephews,  including 
Miss  Caroline  M.  Davis  and  Miss  Helen  11.  Davis,  both  of  Reading,  and  Professor 
Tenney  Davis  of  M.  1.  T.;  Robert  T.  Davis,  of  Kennebunkport,  Me.,  and  Philip  S.  Davis, 
of  Arlington,  the  three  sons  of  the  late  fhomas  L.  Davis,  formerly  of  Mt.  Vernon  street. 
The  others  reside  in  the  West. 


Funeral  services  were  held  Thursday  afternoon  at  her  late  home.  Rev.  Stephen  C. 
Lang  officiating.  Interment  was  in  the  family  lot  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 


Miss  Sarah  E.  G.  Davis 


Davis  ■ Corey  Hill  Hospital,  Jan.  14,  Thomas  L.  Davis, 
services  will  be  held  from  his  late  residence,  50  Mt.  Vernon 


in  his  73rd  year,  funeral 
St.,  Somerville,  Thursday  at 


2 p.m. 


HINCKLEY 


LOMBARD 


GROSS 


HINCKLEY 


My  maternal  grandfather,  BENJAMIN  HESfCKLEY,  was  born  in  Plymouth  in 
1743.  He  descended  from  a son  of  Governor  Hinckley  of  the  Plymouth  Colony.  His 
occupation  was  house  carpenter  and  joiner.  In  person  he  was  tall,  erect  and  rather 
slender;  his  complexion  was  light  and  his  temperament  nervous.  His  speech,  his  step, 
and  al  his  movements  were  quick,  and  he  liked  to  have  all  about  him  imitate  him  in 
these  respects,  he  was  a man  of  strictest  integrity  and  unbending  rectitude,  and  was 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Benjamin  Hinckley  died  May  24,  1824,  aged  81  years. 


My  maternal  grandmother,  DINAH  SWETT  HINCKLEY,  was  bom  in  Wellfleet 
in  1750.  She  was  a woman  of  amiable  and  cheerful  disposition.  I was  quite  a young 
man  when  she  died;  but  can  recall  distinctly  her  appearance  as  she  sat  in  the  old  easy 
chair  of  the  east  room  of  the  old  family  dwelling. 

Dinah  Swett  Hinckley  died  November  14,  1824,  aged  74  years. 


CHILDREN  OF  BENIAMIN  AND  DINAH  SWETT  HINCKLEY 


1. 

Thankful 

died 

June  17,  1797 

aged  25  years 

2. 

Dorcas 

a 

Nov.  2,  1793 

“ 20  “ 

3. 

Solomon 

a 

Sept.  15,  1794 

ii  ^ « 

4. 

Joshua  ** 

i< 

Apr.  7,  1816 

“ 36  “ 

5. 

Benjamin  ** 

« 

Jan.  29,  1841 

“ 57  “ 

6. 

AZUBAH  ** 

n 

July  15,  1857 

“ 81  “ 

Benjamin  and  Dinah  Swett  Hinckley  and  their  children,  Joshua,  Thankful  and 
Dorcas  are  buried  in  the  old  burying  ground  near  the  site  of  the  ancient  meeting  house. 
North  Truro. 

OHD) 


**  Had  descendants 


RUTH  HINCKLEY  HOLSBERY 
1810  ' 1910 

DAUGHTER  OF  JOSHUA  & THANKFUL  HINCKLEY 
1ST  COUSIN  OF  JOSHUA  HINCKLEY  DAVIS,  SR. 


CAPE  WOMAN 
TO  REACH 
CENTURY  MARK 


Mrs.  Ruth  Holsbery 
Striking  Example  of 
Health  in  Old  Age 

On  a hill  overlooking  Cape  Cod 
Bay,  in  the  Uttle  town  of  Truro,  lives 
Mrs.  Ruth  Holsbery,  who  in  a few 
months  will  pass  the  century  milestone 
in  age. 

Mrs.  Holsbery  is  the  oldest 
person  who  has  ever  lived  in  Truro.  She 
was  found  seated  comfortably  by  the 
window  where  for  78  years  she  has  daily 
watched  the  setting  sun. 

A PLEASING  PERSONALITY 

Tall,  slight  and  dignified  with 
the  burden  of  nearly  100  years  resting 
lightly  upon  her  she  arose  to  greet  the 
reporter.  She  is  erect  and  not  the 
slightest  tremor  is  perceptible  in  either 
her  hand  or  her  voice.  Dressed  with 
much  taste  in  a dark  dress  with  a dainty 
black  lace  cap  with  lavender  trimmings 
covering  her  head  and  wearing  quaint 
ear  rings,  she  looked  to  be  a woman  in 
the  early  80’s.  It  can  truly  be  said  of  her 
that  she  is,  with  the  exception  of  a slight 
deafness,  in  possession  of  all  her 
faculties. 


She  reads  a Psalm  every  day  as 
well  as  her  favorite  newspaper.  She  is 
not  only  interested  in  the  domestic  news 
but  the  foreign  news  claims  her  share  of 
attention. 

In  her  early  youth  she 
memorized  535  verses  in  the  Bible,  all  of 
the  books  of  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke  and 
John  which  she  recites  as  well  today  as 
years  ago. 

She  is  a direct  descendant  of 
Governor  Hinckley,  last  Governor  of 
Plymouth  colony. 

One  of  a family  of  six,  Mrs. 
Holsbery,  the  daughter  of  Thankful 
(Baker)  and  Joshua  Hinckley,  was  bom 
May  5,  1810.  She  distinctly  remembers 
hearing  her  father  talk  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  of  the  great 
rejoicing  in  New  York  when  the  statue 
of  King  George  was  tom  down. 

During  the  war  of  1812-15  the 
British  ships  were  anchored  in  the  bay 
near  her  home.  She  recalls  with  much 
merriment  one  day  when  the  officers 
came  ashore,  causing  much  terror 
among  the  inhabitants,  so  much  in  fact 
that  the  members  of  her  family  locked 
the  doors  and  went  up  stairs,  but 
feeling  no  fear  herself,  Mrs.  Holsbery 
and  her  little  cousin  went  out  and  met 
them  and  made  a courtesy  to  which  the 
officers  very  respectfully  raised  their 
hats.  She  remembers  that  the  officers 
were  always  gentlemen  and  paid 
liberally  for  all  they  took,  though  it  was 
often  a man’s  best  cow  or  pig. 


During  the  winter  of  1816  the 
“great  sickness”  prevailed,  when  40 
people,  mostly  heads  of  families,  died  in 
the  town,  among  the  number  being  her 
father,  leaving  her  mother,  then  29 
years  old,  to  rear  the  family. 

It  was  therefore  necessary  to 
practise  the  strictest  economy,  so  that  in 
her  childhood  days,  a goose  quill  and 
paper  were  luxuries.  Litde  Ruth, 
therefore,  had  to  be  content  to  write 
with  a hen’s  quill,  and  her  letters  were 
learned  by  smoothing  a place  in  the 
sand  and  marking  with  a stick  or  her 
finger. 

In  1836  she  joined  the 
Congregational  Church  and  has  ever 
maintained  a deep  interest  in  all  its 
work. 

She  taught  school  in  1830-31. 
Her  pupils  numbered  50,  from  whom 
she  received  the  ample  remuneration  of 
nine  shillings  a term  per  head. 

On  December  22,  1831,  she  was 
married  to  Henry  Holsbery  and  came  to 
the  house  where  she  now  lives.  She  had 
four  children.  Thankful  Hinckley,  who 
married  Isaac  Tyler  and  resides  in 
Provincetown;  Joshua  Hinckley,  lost  at 
sea  at  the  age  of  24  in  the  schooner 
A.  H.  Jefferson;  Henry  Baker  and 
Betsey  Hinckley. 

The  two  later  children  have 
always  lived  with  their  mother  in  Truro, 
Miss  Holsbery  having  taught  school  in 
that  town  for  45  years,  resigning  the 
position  last  year. 


Mrs.  Holsbery  has  had  eight 
grandchildren,  five  of  whom  are  living, 
and  five  great-grandchildren,  three  of 
whom  are  now  alive.  Mr.  Holsbery  died 
in  1885.  The  only  time  in  her  long  life 
when  Mrs.  Holsbery  ever  left  the  Cape 
was  in  1848,  when  she  visited  Boston, 
going  in  a fishing  vessel  in  a severe  snow 
storm.  She  has  never  had  any  desire  to 
travel  and  does  not  like  things  changed. 

She  said  with  characteristic  wit; 
‘Teople  like  to  change  things  so  well,  1 
always  considered  it  a good  thing  that 
they  could  not  change  the  sun  or  moon. 
If  they  could  do  so,  there  would  not  be 
enough  left  of  either  to  make  a star.” 

Tenderly  cared  for  by  her 
devoted  son  and  daughter,  surrounded 
by  loving  friends,  demanding  by  her 
exemplary  life  the  respect  and  love  of  all 
who  know  her,  she  is  one  of  the  best 
examples  of  longevity  in  New  England. 


Mercy  Hinckley  Rich 


BENJAMIN  HINCKLEY,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Dinah  Swett  Hinckley,  followed 
the  occupation  of  his  father.  For  many  years  he  was  deacon  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Truro,  and  a devoted  Christian. 

Among  his  children  was  Mercy  who  married  Doane  Rich.  Mercy  Hinckley  Rich 
was  a first  cousin  to  Joshua  Davis,  Sr.  and  his  generation. 


^-V-  '•^->  :'->i.*'jrW;v.  '^.^  . 

BENJAMIN  HINCKLEY 


BENJAMIN  HINCKLEY  had  a son  Benjamin  who  married  Olive  Rich.  The 
Benjamin  Hinckley  pictured  here  is  probably  a son  of  this  Benjamin.  (/.  Benjamin  and 
Dinah  Swett  Hinckley,  2.  Deacon  Benjamin  Hinckley,  3.  Benjamin  Hinckley  who 
married  Olive  Rich,  4.  the  Benjamin  pictured  above) 

He  corresponded  with  his  cousin  Joshua  during  the  Civil  War.  He  would  have 
been  a first  cousin  once  removed  to  Joshua  Davis,  Sr.  and  his  generation. 


LOMBARD 

(the  lliomas  Line) 


My  great-grandmother  Anna  Gross  Lombard  Davis  was  the  daughter  of  Tliomas 
and  Elizabeth  Gross  Lombard. 

Thomas  Lombard  (1786  - 1819)  was  one  of  nine  children  born  to  Israel  and 
Jemima  Atkins  Lombard. 

Little  is  known  about  the  family  of  Anna’s  father,  but  photographs  of  Thomas’s 
sisters  Jemima  Lombard  (1773  - 1849)  and  Rebecca  Lombard  Ayres  (1783  - 1852)  may 
give  us  some  idea  of  what  he  may  have  looked  like. 

I surmise  Rebecca  Ayres  and  Mary  Ayres  are  the  daughters  of  Rebecca  Lombard 

Ayres. 


jemima  Lombard 


Rebecca  Lombard  Ayres 


mmsmn 
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Mary  Ayres,  daughter  of  Rebecca  Lombard  Ayres,  was  Anna  Gross  Lombard  Davis’s  first  cousin. 
(Rebecca  Lombard  Ayres  was  a sister  to  Anna’s  father  Thomas  Lombard  who  died  at  sea  in 
1819.)  Apparently,  these  cousins  were  close  friends  as  well. 


To  Anna 

All  thy  days  with  peace  be  crowned. 
None  but  friends  be  found  around. 
Naught  of  grief  or  care  appear. 

All  thy  hopes  be  prospered  here. 

God,  the  good,  who  all  dost  see. 
Richly  pour  his  grace  o’er  thee. 

On  thy  path  his  blessings  shed; 
Strong  in  his  own  strength  be  led; 
Safe  to  him  who  is  our  head. 

Death  may  on  thy  loved  ones  fall 
All  earth’s  pleasures  fade  or  pall. 
Vain  will  then  earth’s  comforts  be 
In  the  heavens  such  rest  for  thee 
Safe  in  God,  - All  sorrows  flee. 


Remember  Me 

I bring  no  claim  of  rarest  worth 

No  coral  from  the  deep  sea  cave. 

No  gem  long  hid  within  the  earth. 

To  shine  where  now  those  tresses 
wave; 

A gift  more  precious  for  is  mine 

Than  sparkling  gem  from  earth  or  sea. 
This  treasury  of  thoughts  - ‘tis  thine; 

The  boon  it  asks  ~ “Remember  me.’’ 


I may  not  here  usurp  the  page 

To  count  the  breath  of  fleeting  fame; 
Enough  for  me  in  after  age. 

If  in  the  memory  lives  my  name. 

In  other  years  or  distant  climes, 

Whate’er  my  future  fate  may  be, 

A spell  to  call  back  by-gone  times. 

Still  dwelleth  here,  - “Remember 


“Remember  me!’’  - how  few  - how  short. 

Those  touching  words  - that  little  spell; 
What  thoughts  uprise-  what  visions  throng 
In  wakened  fancy’s  holiest  cell! 

They  tell  of  many  a change  to  come; 

May  every  change  bring  joy  to  thee! 

In  pleasure’s  light,  or  sorrow’s  gloom,  - 

In  weal  - in  woe  - “Remember  me.” 


Mary  N.  Ayres 

Truro,  July  13th,  1841 


CAPT.  JAAZANIAH  GROSS 

1770-  1816 


Jaazaniah  Gross,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  my  wife,  was  the  son  of  Jaazaniah 
Gross  and  Sarah  Snow.  He  was  born  June  8,  1770,  married  Anna  Lombard, 

December  20,  1792,  and  died  March  30,  1816,  aged  46  years.  He  was  a man  of  unusual 
energ>'.  activity,  and  enterprise,  and  was  a successful  shipmaster.  He  possessed  qualities 
of  mind  and  heart  that  endeared  him  to  a large  circle  of  his  friends.  He  died  during  the 
“Great  Sickness”  greatly  lamented. 


Anna  Gross,  wife  of  JaazaniaK  Gross,  was  the  danshter  of  f ewis 
H,rsev  hike.  She  was  horn  in  f772,  and  died  April  f4,  ISs),  a.ed  Sf  yea.s,  at  the 
of  her  danshter,  Eliiahetli  Gross  Lombard  Peterson. 

March  2 f , 1820,  she  tnarried  William  Bnsh  of  I'roerneetoeen,  echo  elied  Jnne  9, 
1829,  ased  60  years.  S«hsee,t,en,ly  she  married  David  Snnth  of  ftastham,  whotn  she 
survived  several  years. 


TRURO 


THE  GREAT  SICKNESS 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1816,  an  alarming  disease,  denominated  the  “Great 
Sickness”,  prevailed  in  several  towns  on  the  Cape,  which  baffled  the  skill  of  physicians  and 
carried  off  hundreds  of  the  inhabitants  in  a few  weeks,  the  disease  usually  seized  the 
strongest  persons,  men  and  women  in  the  vigor  of  middle  life.  With  no  premonitory 
symptoms,  persons  were  suddenly  seized  with  most  intense  pain  in  some  part  of  the  system, 
which  continued  without  cessation  for  a few  days  only,  when  death  would  ensue.  In 
Eastham,  about  one-tenth,  and  in  Truro,  about  one-twenty-fifth  of  the  population  were 
victims  of  the  disease.  By  this  calamity  Truro  lost  many  of  its  most  valuable  and  most 
highly  esteemed  citizens. 

OHD) 

Joshua  Hinckley,  aged  36,  brother  of  Azubah  Hinckley  Davis  and  Capt.  Jaazaniah 
Gross,  aged  46,  grandfather  of  Anna  Lombard  Davis,  were  among  the  victims  of  this 
epidemic, 

(SDH) 


THE  OCTOBER  GALE 

One  of  the  most  violent  gales  ever  witnessed  on  our  coast  occurred  on  the  third  of 
October,  1841.  A large  number  of  Truro  vessels  were  fishing  on  George’s  Shoals  when  the 
gale  came  on;  and  in  consequence  of  its  violence  and  the  direction  of  the  wind,  were 
unable  to  make  a harbor.  In  the  burying-ground  about  the  Congregational  church  edifice 
in  Truro  in  a small  pyramid,  upon  the  face  of  which  is  written: 

* 

“Sacred  to  the  memory  of  fifty-seven 
of  Truro,  the  crews  of  seven  vessels  which  founded 
at  sea  in  the  memorable  gale  of  Oct.  3,  1841.” 

Upon  the  other  three  sides  are  engraved  the  names  of  those  who  were  lost.  By  this 
calamity  there  were  left  twenty-seven  widows  and  more  than  fifty  fatherless  children. 

OHD) 

Joshua  H.  Davis,  Sr.  was  a moving  force  in  establishing  this  memorial  in  a very 
short  time.  At  the  time  of  its  dedication,  he  gave  the  address. 

On  the  side  of  the  monument  facing  the  church  at  the  very  bottom  is  the  name 
John  W.  Peterson.  John  William  Peterson,  aged  17,  a half-brother  of  Anna  Lombard 
Davis,  was  among  those  who  perished  in  this  storm. 


(SDH) 


EBENEZER  LOMBARD  DAVIS  HOMESTEAD 

TRURO 


Old  North  Meeting  House,  Truro 
Built  by  vote  of  the  Town  A.  D.  1721 
Taken  down  A.  D.  1840 


Cape  Cod  Railroad  Station 
North  Truro,  Mass. 

1910 


The  new  Congregational  Church,  first  known  as  the 
“The  Bell  meeting-house”,  was  built  in  1827. 

The  sermon  of  dedication  was  by  Rev.  John  Turner; 
the  text  from  Haggai,  i,  4- 

Cost  of  the  house  $2,673.64 

Cost  of  the  bell  320.00 

Cost  of  the  stove  &.  pipe  1 23.00 

The  pews  were  sold  December  18,  at  a premium  of 
nine  hundred  dollars.  Those  were  the  days  of  cheap  and 
honest  work.  All  kinds  of  building  material  and  labor  were 
cheap. 

The  best  of  workmen  were  paid  not  over  one  and  a 
quarter  dollars  per  day,  the  architect  and  superintendent, 
Deacon  Solomon  Davis,  perhaps  a quarter  more. 

The  builders  of  that  day  began  with  the  masonry  and 
included  every  department  ~ plastering,  doors,  sashes,  putty, 
glazing,  blinds  if  used,  and  painting. 

This  was  regarded  as  a model  meeting-house;  a credit 
to  the  builders,  the  society  and  the  town.  The  crimson 
damask  silk  pulpit  hangings,  in  ample  festoons,  and  the  pulpit 
upholstery  were  not  behind  the  fashions  of  the  day. 


Truro  - Cape  Cod 
or 

Land  Marks  and  Sea  Marks 
by 

Shebnah  Rich 
1883 
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Thanks,  but  I really  have  no  use  for  a StairMaster. 
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THE 


THE  DYARS 

(WHO  ARE  MORE  “DAVIS” 
THAN  THE  DAVISES) 


Generation  1: 

Benjamin  & Betsey  Rowe  Davis 

GenerationZ: 

Benjamin  & Sarah  Long  Davis 
Ebenezer  & Azubah  Hinckley  Davis 

Generation  3: 

Azor  & Mary  Davis  Dyar 

Joshua  & Anna  Lombard  Davis 

Generation  4: 

Emerson  Mary  Davis  Dyar 

Generation  5: 

Ralph  & Else  Kiesling  Dyar 

Generation  6: 

Conrad  Ruth  D.  Joan  D.  Alice  D.  Margaret  D. 
Dyar  Mendenhall  Clark  Bier  Ashworth 

Generation  7: 

Children  of  Generation  6 

Generation  8: 

Children  of  Generation  7 
Grandchildren  of  Generation  6 

BENJAMIN  DAVIS  m.  BETSEY  ROWE 
ca.  17444776  1767  17474828 


BENJAMIN  DAVIS  James  Webb  Davis 
17674840  17704864 

m.  ca.  1788 

SARAH  LONG  (of  Harwich) 
ca.  1768-  1812 


EBENEZER  LOMBARD  DAVIS 
1773-1858 
m.  1796 

AZUBAH  HINCKLEY 
1777-1857 


Betsey  Davis 
1776-1815 


Had  several  children  including 

I 

MARY  DAVIS  m.  AZOR  DYAR- 


1st  cousins 


Had  seven  children  including 

I 

-JOSHUA  H.  DAVIS  m.  ANNA  G.  LOMBARD 


1.  Alvano  Dyar  2nd  cousins  1.  Anna  Davis 

2.  EMERSON  DUDLEY  DYAR m. 2.  MARY  ELEANOR  DAVIS 

3.  Roscoe  Dyar  1875  3.  Solomon  Davis 

I 4.  Joshua  H.  Davis,  Jr. 

I 5.  Emily  Davis 

I 6.  Sarah  Davis 

1 7.  Thomas  Davis 


Annie  Dyar  Byard  Louis  Agassiz  Dyar  Alice  Dyar  Russell  RALPH  DYAR  Gladys  Dyar 

(Author)  m. 

ELSE  RIESLING 


Conrad 

Ruth  Dyar 

Joan  Dyar 

Alice  Dyar 

. MARGARET  DYAR 

Dyar 

1 

Mendenhall 

1 

Clark 

1 

Bier 

1 

ASHWORTH 

1 

1 

Nancy 

Anne 

Mary 

1 

Valerie 

VIVIAN 

MENDENHALL 

1 

Sylvia 

1 

Allan 

Douglas 

Steven 

GAIL  BIER 

John  Ashworth 

THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(liicliidiii^  the  Iliiickley/Lomhard/Cross  Connections) 


I Nunc-  Margaret  Dyar  Ashworth 

Address:  2105  Sylvan  Way 

City,  State,  Zip:  Bremerton,  WA  983IO  - 4748 

Telephone:  360  - 377  - 15Q7  email: 

I descend  from:  Benjamin/Benjamin/Benjaniin  (Maine) 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Benjaniin/Natlianiel 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Joshua,  Jr. 

)C  Benjamin/Ebenezer/Josliua,  Sr./Mary 

Benjaniin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Thonias 

Gross/Lombard 

Other 


Please  tell  us  about  yourself:  Birthplace,  career,  marriage,  children,  interests,  hobbies,  etc. 

I was  born  on  January  7,  1920,  the  youngest  of  Ralph  and  Else 
Dyar's  five  children,  at  Kiesling,  Washington,  a smsill  rural  community 
named  for  my  mother's  pioneer  father.  Our  12  acre  farm  with  a cow, 
pony,  chickens  and  pets,  garden,  orchard  and  pasture  was  a beautiful 
place.  Most  of  my  childhood,  however,  was  spent  in  nearby  Spokane 
where  we  moved  when  I was  seven,  so  as  to  be  closer  to  schools  and  to 
my  father’s  work.  Spokane,  too,  with  its  yellow  pine  woods,  ponds, 
parks  and  wildf lowers  was  a great  place  in  which  to  grow  up. 

My  education  was  in  the  Spokane  public  schools,  at  the  University 
of  Washington  in  Seattle  (B.S.  and  M.S.)  and  at  Cornell  University 
where  I earned  my  Ph.D.  degree  in  19^7-  When  in  college  I had  teaching 
fellowships  and  various  minor  jobs.  My  main  career  consisted  of 
teaching  botany  for  5 years  (19^7  - 1952)  at  the  University  of  Washington 
and  chemistry  for  20  (1956  - 1976)  at  Olympic  College  in  Bremerton, 
Washington. 

On  June  17 » 1952  Paul  Richard  Ashworth  and  I were  married»  three 
years  later  I was  widowed.  Our  one  child,  John  Paul  Ashworth,  was 
born  on  May  20,  195^*  He  is  married,  has  two  young  children  and  is 
an  attorney  in  Portland,  Oregon. 

I have  had. many  interests,  hobbies  and  adventures  in  my  life  such 
as  hiking,  camping,  backpacking  and  traveling,  nature  study,  conservation, 
gardening,  photography  and  woodcarving.  When  in  high  school  I made  a 
6 inch  reflecting  telescope.  At  the  end  of  my  first  college  year  I 
pedaled  my  one-speed  balloon- tire  bicycle  across  our  state.  I have 
hiked  across  the  Grand  Canyon  and  walked  200  miles  through  Germany.*  s 
Black  Forest.  My  longest  backpack  was  the  93  miles  on  the  Wonderland 
Trail  around  Mount  Rainier  with  my  son  when  he  was  13*  Over  about 
45  years  I have  developed  a nature  park  type  of  yard  which  I enjoy 
and  still  tend.  Recently  most  of  my  woodcarvings  have  been  songbirds 
and  I still  like  to  camp  but  much  less  vigorously  than  in  years  pasti 


THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 

Do  you  have  any  family  heirloom(s)?  Do  you  know  any  history  behind  the 
heirlooni(s)?  Please  share: 

I have  my  grndmother,  Mary  Davis  Dyar's  ornate  and  skilfully 
made  little  desk.  it  was  willed  to  me  by  my  Aunt  Gladys,  Mary's 
youngest  daughter.  I would  like  to  know  what  craftman  made  this 
beautiful  little  desk  but  do  not  and  have  found  no  identifying  mark 
on  it.  Enclosed  is  a photo  of  the  desk  opened  up  and,  on  a separate 
sheet  of  paper,  a short  description  of  it  as  well  as  a rather 
amusing  anecdote  concerning  it. 

Here’s  your  chance  to  be  creative,  put  on  your  thinking  caps  and  share  your  , 
favorite  family  story.  Please  make  your  anecdote(s)  as  “ancient”  as  possible.  (Do  you 
remember  your  parents/grandparents  talking  about  their  parents/grandparents?  Do  you 
have  an  interesting  obituary  about  an  ancestor?  Do  you  have  written  material  which  could 
be  Xeroxed  and  attached  to  this  query?)  Remember,  make  it  a Davis**  or  **Lombard"  story. 

Please  do  not  limit  yourself  to  the  lines  below.  Contribute  as  much  as  you  like. 

In  March  of  1946  I had  the  opportunity  to  visit  cousins  Caroline 
and  Helen  Davis  in  their  Reading,  Massachusetts  home  for  several  days. 
Caroline  was  pretty  much  confined  to  home  but  Helen,  43  years  older 
than  I was,  seemed  tireless  in  taking  me  sightseeing.  One  evening, 
after  our  most  exhausting  day,  she  finally  settled  back  into  an  easy 
chair.  However  she  was  suddenly  shocked  to  recall  that  there  had  been 
a town  election  that  day  and  the  polls  were  about  to  close.  Leaping 
out  of  her  chair,  she  exclaimed  vehemently,  "Oh,  I have  forgotten 
to  vote  against  the  mayorl".  She  grabbed  her  hat  and  coat  and  flew 
out  the  door  to  do  so. 


Mary's  Desk 


When  closed  the  desk  is  quite  compact,  23"  wide  x I6"deep  and 
almost  30"  high.  The  photo  is  of  it  open. 

The  hinged  top  opens  up  and  has  a no  longer  reflective  mirror  on 
its  underside.’  The  hinged  writing  surface  opens  out,  doubling 
the  work  area  which  is  covered  with  brown  felt.  Behind  this  writing 
surface  is  a 2 l/2"  deep,  6 l/2"  wide  space  across  the  desk.  It  is 
partitioned  into  five  compartments,  each  a different  size  in  which  to 
store  a varie'ty  of  odds  and  ends. 

The  inner  portion  of  the  hinged  writing  surface  can  be  lifted  up 
by  means  of  a little  matching  felt  tab  which  can  just  barely  be  seen 
in  the  photo,  with  an  unpartitioned  storage  space  similar  in  size  to 

that  of  the  partitioned  one,  underneath  it.  That  section  of  the  desk 
fits  so  neatly  that,  if  the  tab  were  not  in  place,  it  would  not  be  at 
all  apparent  that  it  could  be  lifted,  revealing  essentially  a "secret 
chamber". 

The  desk  also  has  quite  a roomy,  round-bottomed  drawer  shown 
partly  pulled  out  in  the  pho;tp. 

An  episode  involving  the  desk  occurred  during  the  time  following 
Aunt  Gladys’  death.  Her  executor,  my  cousin  Phoebe,  with  the  help  of 
my  sist-.r  Joan,  could  not  locate  her  will  and  some  other  papers  that 
were  known  to  be  in  the  house  and  thought  to  be  in  the  desk.  They 
searched  everywhere  before  finally  giving  up.  However,  this  was  not 
as  serious  a problem  as  it  might  have  been  because  at  least  Aunt  Gladys* 
lawyer  had  a copy  of  the  will,  though  not  of  the  other  papers. 


After  several  months  when  the  desk  was  finally  shipped  from 
Alhambra  to  me  in  Bremerton,  my  son  and  I mistakenly  opened  the  wrong 


I 


end  of  the  shipping  crate  so  when  we  pulled  out  the  desk,  it  was  | 

upside  down.  That  position  allowed  both  the  top  of  the  desk  and  the 
lid  of  the  "secret  chamber"  to  swing  open  and,  to  our  amazement,  out 
tumbled  a shower  of  papers,  including  the  will! 

Probably  the  felt  tab  that  indicated  the  existence  of  the  "secre- 
chamber"  was  not  in  place  when  the  papers  were  searched  for,  as  it  too 
fell  out  of  the  upside  down  desk. 


Vivian  Mendenhall 
4600  Rabbit  Creek  Road 
Anchorage,  AK  99516 
4 February  2001 


Dear  Susan, 

Here  are  a few  photos  of  Dyar  furniture  that  I inherited. 

Dresser:  given  by  Mary  Davis  Dyar  to  her  daughter  Alice  on  the  latter's  wedding.  My 
mother  said  that  Mary  had  the  dresser  for  many  years,  but  didn't  know  when  Mary 
acquired  it.  An  antique  appraiser  said  it  is  probably  about  1860.  The  finish  and  brass 
have  been  restored. 

Candle  table  with  "snake"  feet:  Made  by  Benjamin  Hinckley  as  a wedding  present  for 
his  daughter  Azubah,  when  she  married  Ebenezer  L.  Davis,  2 June  1796.  The  finish  on 
the  top  has  been  restored  (because  the  movers  damaged  it  when  I shipped  it  here). 

Green-velvet  horsehair-stuffed  chair:  was  Mary  Dyar's,  but  I can't  find  any  particulars 
at  the  moment. 

I also  have  (but  didn't  think  to  photograph): 

Straight  chairs  from  the  Dyars'  Maine  farmhouse.  3 have  upholstered  seats,  one  re- 
caned by  my  aunt  Alice  Bier.  All  have  faux  wood  grain  painted  on  them — a p opular 
style  at  the  time,  apparently.  My  great-aunts  (Mary's  and  Emerson's  daughters) 
shipped  them  from  the  Maine  house  about  1930. 

A pink-lustre  china  tea  set — 7 cups,  7 mugs,  teapot,  creamer,  etc.  The  appraiser  dated  it 
1790  to  1820.  Some  pieces  are  chipped,  a couple  have  been  repaired,  but  it  is  very  nice. 

I have  notes  somewhere  from  my  mother  saying  there's  a family  tradition  it  was  bought 
in  England  by  one  of  our  sea-captain  ancestors  for  his  wife. 

If  you  still  have  space  for  pictures  of  the  chairs  and  tea  set,  let  me  know  and  I'll  try  to  do 
it  after  I get  back  in  town  on  19  February. 

All  these  things  passed  to  me  via  Alice  Dyar  Russell  or  Gladys  Dyar,  through  my 
mother. 

Meanwhile,  off  to  Hawaii  to  look  at  albatrosses. 
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THE 

BENJAMINS 

Generation  1: 

Benjamin  &l  Betsey  Rowe  Davis 

Generation  2: 

Ebenezer  & Azubah  Hinckley  Davis 

Generation  3: 

Benjamin  & Betsey  Stevens  Davis 

Generation  4: 

Nathaniel  Jordan  Knight 
&L  Ida  Masta  Davis 

Generation  5: 

Benjamin  & Josephine  James  Davis 

Generation  6: 

Dorothy  D.  Natalie  D.  Harvey  Richard 
Ebens  McLain  Davis  Davis 

Generation  7: 

Jean  Carol  June  Richard 

Marjorie  Clifton 

Richard 

Generation  8: 

Children  of  Generation  7 

Generation  9: 

Children  of  Generation  8 

Grandchildren  of  Generation  7 
including 

BENJAMIN  DAVIS 


BENJAMIN  DAVIS  m.  BETSEY  ROWE 
ca.  1744'1776  1767  1747'1828 


BENJAMIN  DAVIS  J ames  Webb  Da\'is  EBENEZER  LOMBARD  DAVIS  Betsey  Davis 

1767-1840  1770-  1864  1773  - 1858  1776-1815 

m.  1796 

AZUBAH  HINCKLEY 
1777-1857 


Dinah 

Solomon 

Ebenezer 

Betsey  BENJAMIN 

Azubah 

Joshua  H 

1797-1875 

1799-1865 

1802-1886 

1805-1883  1808-1880 

1811-1901 

1814-1913 

m. 1833 

BETSEY  STEVENS 

Nathaniel  Jordan  Knight  Levi  Franklin  Stevens  NATHANIEL  JORDAN  KNIGHT  DAVIS, 
Davis,  1st  Davis  2nd  1852-1897 

1843-1849  1847-1906  m. 

IDA  MASTA 


Bessie  Delight  BENJAMIN  RICELARD  DAVIS  Emma  Julia 

m.  (Sister  Edna  Margaret) 

JOSEPHINE  JAMES 


1 

DOROTHY  DAVIS 

1 

NATALIE  DAVIS 

1 

HARVEY  DAVIS 

1 

RICHARD  DAVIS 

EBENS 

McLAIN 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Jean  Ebens  Phipps 

1 

Carol  Holmes 

1 

June  Prue 

1 

Richard  Benj.  Davis 

Marjorie  Ebens  Bergeron  | 

1 Clifton  Davis 

Richard  Ebens 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

Phipps  children 

1 

Natalie 

1 1 
Debra  Gregory 

Bergeron  children 

Bruce 

Donna  Glenn 

Shane  Ebens 

Linda  Ebens  McGrath 

Nancy 

Darcy  | 

Emily  | 

Bartholomew  | 
KeUy  1 

1 

Nine  (9)  generations  later BENJAMIN  DAVIS 

(grandson  of  Clifton  Davis) 


Benjamin  Davis,  son  of  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis 

Benjamin  went  to  sea  the  early  part  of  his  life.  He  made 
a voyage  to  Rotterdam  with  his  brother  Ebenezer  in  the 
Brig  Rome.  His  occupation  was  as  a carpenter.  Evidently 
he  left  Truro  because  of  a lack  of  work  there.  It  appears 
that  he  left  his  family  in  Truro  while  he  worked  in  Boston. 

In  1852  and  after  he  worked  for  Jaazaniah  Gross  at  Fanueil 
Hall  Market,  Boston.  The  Boston  Street  Directory  in  1854 
listed  him  as  working  at  Fanueil  Hall  and  living  at  226 
Hanover  Street,  Boston;  in  1856  living  in  Charlestown;  in 
1860  as  living  in  Somerville.  The  1860  census  lists 
Benjamin  as  living  in  Somerville,  but  not  owning  his  own 
home.  Early  in  the  1870 's  he  is  living  on  Myrtle  St  near 
Pearl  St.  Up  until  1873  Benjamin  and  Betsey  lived  together 
with  their  sons  Levi  and  Nathaniel.  In  1874  after  Betsey  dies 
Levi  move  into  his  own  place.  In  1875  Nathaniel  marries  and 
moves  to  13  Mt . Vernon  St;  Bemjamin  goes  with  him  and  will 
live  with  Nathaniel  and  his  family  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Records  of  the  Franklin  Street  Church,  Somerville  show  that 
he  transferred  his  membership  there  by  letter  from  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Boston  on  7-May-1865;  his  wife, 

Betsey,  transferred  her  membership  there  by  letter  from  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Truro  on  7-May-1865. 

Cause  of  death:  Prs . entites 

My  sense  is  that  Benjamin  was  not  much  of  a success  financially. 

He  appears  to  have  lived  in  his  father's  home  in  Truro,  he  never 
owned  a home  in  Somerville,  and  when  his  son  Nathaniel  married 
he  moved  in  with  him.  When  the  exodus  hit  Truro  there  was  no  work 
there  for  a carpenter;  he  tried  his  hand  at  sailing,  shipping  out 
with  his  brother  Ebenezer,  an  experience  which  he  did  not  repeat; 
and  he  eventually  located  a positon  working  as  a carpenter  at 
Fanueil  Hall  for  his  cousin. 

There  is  also  a feeling  of  sorrow  and  disappointment.  It  is  10 
years  before  the  birth  of  his  first  child.  That  he  named  him  after 
a physician  cousin  could  indicate  that  he  and  Betsey  had  difficulty 
in  conceiving  or  bringing  a pregnancy  to  full  term.  His  first  son 
is  to  die  at  the  age  of  6 years  after  months  of  suffering.  There 
seems  to  have  been  a painful  period  of  separation  while  he  went  to 
the  Boston  area  for  work  and  his  family  remained  in  Truro.  He  was 
a good  man,  living  in  times  of  great  upheaveal , burdened  with 
tragedy  and  sorrow,  but  who  did  not  bend  or  weaken. 
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Nathaniel  did  much  of  the  original  work  in  developing  the  family 
genealogy.  See  some  of  the  enclosed  copies  of  the  beautiful  script  with 
which  he  wrote.  Somewhere  he  wrote: "the  house  where  I was  born  was  built 
by  my  Great-Grandfather  Benjamin  Hinckley  c 1802.  It  is  located  in  Truro 
on  the  north  of  Pamet  River  and  about  half  way  from  Massachusetts  Bay  to 
the  Atlantic  Ocean.  (Note  by  B.D.D.  since  torn  down) . 

"There  is  a tide  in  the  affairs  of  men 
which  taken  at  a flood,  leads  on  to  fortune 
And  we  must  take  the  current  when  it  serves, 
or  lose  the  venture . " 

He  was  active  in  the  Franklin  Street  Congregational  Church,  Somerville. 

We  cannot  know  how  he  and  his  wife  Ida  met.  However,  we  can  assume  that 
since  many  of  the  Davis'  lived  on  Mt . Vernon  Street,  where  Ida  and  her 
mother  lived,  and  that  they  both  were  active  in  the  same  church,  that 
it  is  natural  that  a relationship  would  develop. 

On  his  marriage  to  Ida  Masta  he  moved  to  13  Mt . Vernon  St.,  the  Masta 
home,  and  resided  there  until  his  death.  Nathaniel's  profession  as 
listed  by  Ida  in  the  Mt . Holyoke  yearbook  is  that  of  Bookkeeper. 

Annie  Davis  in  her  letter  to  son  Joshua  Jr  on  Dec.  6,  1885  says: 

"Solomon  and  Levi  are  getting  up  a surprise  party  for  Nathaniel  next 
Tuesday  evening.  I believe  they  intend  to  invite  about  the  same 
company  that  they  did  to  Levi's  anniversary." 

Again  on  March  27,  1897  she  wrote:  "The  girls  saw  Levi  this  noon  to  Church 
and  he  told  them  that  Nathaniel  was  very  sick,  and  that  they  were  going 
to  have  consultation  this  afternoon  and  have  a doctor  from  Boston.  He  had 
a cold  some  weeks  ago  and  I thought  he  had  got  well,  until  to-day.  He  is 
very  nervous  now  and  cannot  sleep.  He  has  been  having  Dr.  Taylor." 

See  the  accompanying  obituary  for  more  details;  also  the  resolution  of 
the  church  on  his  demise. 


To:  <susanhanson@hotmail.com>  Save  Address 

Subject:  Ida  Masta  Davis  — VJiFE  ^ fv-t-h/ArO  i J.  K* 

Date;  Tue,  1 4 Nov  2000  1 7: 1 9:00  -0500  (EST) 


Re 

Forward 

1 

Delete  I 

1 Previous 

Next 

1 1 

Close 

Little  is  known  of  Ida.  She  was  the  sole  surviving  child  of 
her  parents.  Her  father  died  when  she  was  a child,  and  her 
husband  died  at  age  44.  She  lived  with  her  daughter  Bessie 
after  her  husband  died.  She  and  Nathaniel  were  married  at 
her  family  home  on  Mt . Vernon  St.  in  Somerville,  and  they 
made  their  home  there  afterwards.  June  Prue  has  a 
tablecloth  which  was  used  at  the  reception. 

From  the  Somerville  Street  Directories  Ida,  Bessie,  and 
Julia  live  at  13  Mt . Vernon  St.  Bessie  and  Ida  evidently 
moved  to  New  York  the  next  year,  as  Julia  is  listed  in  the 
1914-16  Directories  as  boarding  at  113  Pearl  St.,  the  home 
of  Mary  Davis,  the  widow  of  Levi  F.  S.  Davis. 

Richard's  only  memory  of  her  is  an  old  lady.  Occasionally 
we  would  visit  there;  June  Prue  and  I remember  the  highly 
polished  parquet  floors.  Carol  Holmes  remembers  having 
dinner  there,;  it  was  all  very  proper.  The  dinner  bell  would 
be  rung  to  announce  the  meal,  and  each  place  setting  had  a 
salt  dish  and  spoon  (Carol  didn't  know  what  they  were  for) . 

Jean  recalls  her  mother  Dorothy  telling  how  Dorothy 
received  a lovely  porcelain  doll  for  Christmas,  but  Dorothy 
was  disappointed  because  she  could  not  take  it  home,  she 
had  to  leave  it  there  to  play  with  when  she  visited. 

(See  the  obituary  written  by  her  daughter  and  granddaughter, 
as  well  as  an  obituary  written  by  an  unknown  author) . 

Ida  attended  Mt . Holyoke  College;  she  is  listed  as  a 
non-graduate,  class  of  1874.  The  Mastas  seem  to  have  a 
high  regard  for  education. 

Ida  seems  to  have  been  a difficult  person.  She  tried  to  keep 

her  children  with  her.  She  did  not  like  her  daughter-in-law 

Josephine.  Jean  Phipps  relates  how  her  mother  Dorothy  told 

of  how,  when  she  was  a child,  that  Ida  did  not  want  her  mother 

to  come  to  the  house  for  a birthday  party.  Richard  Davis  tells 

that  as  a child  his  grandmother  Ida  almost  never  came  to  the 

house.  Bessie  remarked  late  in  her  life  "that  parents  can  be 

selfish" . Bessie  gave  over  her  life  to  taking  care  of  her 

mother.  Can  we  understand  Ida?  She  saw  three  of  her  siblings 

die,  as  well  as  her  father.  She  saw  her  mother  struggle  to 

maintain  the  family,  perhaps  reduced  from  the  comfortable  life 

of  a physician's  wife  to  working  to  support  the  family;'  We  do 

not  know  what  unpleasantness  she  faced  because  of  her  Indian  heritage. 

It  is  too  bad  that  we  do  not  know  her  better  that  we  could 

understand  her. 


Richard  Ebens  has  three  serving  spoons  bearing  the  "D" 
monogram,  which  dates  at  least  from  this  period. 

By:  R. Ebens,  J.  Prue,  C.  Holmes,  J.  Phipps,  M.  Bergeron 
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Bessie  was  a lady  in  every  sense  of  the  word;  she 
epitomized  refinement  and  gentility.  Jean  Phipps  recalls 
that  Bessie  came  to  the  house  to  take  care  of  Josephine 
Davis,  Benjamin's  wife,  who  was  sick.  Bessie  fixed  up  a 
lovely  meal  tray  decorated  with  flowers,  and  Josephine 
would  have  none  of  it,  grumbling  that  the  flowers  looked 
better  in  the  garden. 

Integrity  and  honesty  were  important.  During  World  War  II 
Bessie  returned  to  the  Food  Rationing  Board  because  she 
discovered  that  she  had  failed  to  report  the  sugar  in  her 
sugar  bowl . 

We  have  heard  the  story  that  Bessie  was  very  much  in  love 
with  a man  and  they  had  hoped  to  be  married.  However  she 
had  to  decline  because  she  felt  that  someone  had  to  stay 
and  take  care  of  her  mother. 

Bessie  was  well  educated  and  a person  of  responsibility. 

She  graduated  from  Radcliff,  taught  in  the  Somerville 
Schools,  and  worked  at  the  Metropolitan  Art  Museum  in  New 
York.  She  was  also  active  in  civic  affairs  and  in  many 
organizations.  She  was  involved  in  the  Temperance  movement, 
and  would  attend  Somerville  selectmen's  meeting,  sitting 
through  long  periods  of  adjournments  while  they  waited  for 
her  to  leave,  because  she  was  there  to  oppose  the  licensing 
of  more  bar  rooms.  She  was  also  worked  actively  on  the 
family  genealogy,  continuing  the  work  of  her  father 
Nathaniel . From  the  material  we  have  it  is  obvious  that  she 
spent  hours  at  the  typewriter.  What  we  have  here  we  owe  to 
her  efforts. 

For  some  reason  maiden  ladies  seem  to  be  in  an  abundance  in 
the  Davis  family  during  this  period.  It  appears  that  Bessie 
remained  in  close  contact  with  her  cousins  Caroline  and 
Helen  Davis,  daughters  of  Solomon  Davis.  Bessie  was  the 
beneficiary  of  a generous  trust  left  by  her  cousin  Helen  Davis 
See  the  accompanying  will  under  Helen  Davis.  Unfortunately 
Bessie  died  3 months  after  Helen  so  that  she  never  was  able  to 
take  advantage  of  it. 

The  1915  NY  City  Street  Directory  listed  Bessie  and  Ida  Davis 
living  at  542  E 79th  St. 

For  additional  information  see  the  accompanying  Radcliff 
Alumni  Obituary,  the  newspaper  obituary,  and  several 
articles  regarding  her  activities. 


Richard  Ebens  has  the  silver  knife  letter  opener  which 
belonged  to  Bessie. 

By  Richard  Ebens,  Carol  Holmes,  June  Prue,  Jean  Phipps, 
Marjorie  Bergeron 
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Bessie  D.  Davis  Obituary 
Radcliffe  Quarterly 
November  1949 

Class  of  1899 

The  Class  of  ‘99  has  recently 
sustained  the  sad  loss  of  a dear  classmate, 
our  fund  agent,  Bessie  D.  Davis.  She 
died  August  2,  shortly  after  the  Class  had 
celebrated  its  Fiftieth  Anniversary,  all  the 
festivities  of  which  she  attended  with 
great  pleasure. 

Bessie  was  born  in  Somerville, 
Massachusetts,  on  July  9,  1876,  lived 
there  most  of  her  life  and  passed  away 
there.  Her  parents  were  Nathaniel  J.  K. 
Davis,  and  Ida  Masta  Davis,  who  came  of 
old  Vermont  stock.  One  of  her  early 
forbears  was  a pioneer  preacher  near 
Lyndon  Centre,  Vermont  where  he 
helped  to  build  the  first  church  in  the 
wilderness  on  Pudding  Hill.  A more 
recent  ancestor  was  her  great-uncle 
Joshua  Davis,  for  many  years  the  beloved 
Superintendent  of  schools  in  Somerville, 
a man  of  dignity  and  learning,  respected 
and  admired  by  everyone. 

Bessie  attended  the  Somerville 
schools  in  preparation  for  college.  Soon 
after  graduation  from  Radcliffe,  she  was 
welcomed  back  to  the  Somerville  English 
High  school,  where  she  taught  English, 
Latin  and  German.  She  had  taken  many 
courses  in  Vocational  Guidance  and  did 
excellent  work.  It  has  been  of  great 
benefit  to  Somerville  pupils  for  many 
years. 

In  1913  Bessie  accepted  an 
invitation  to  join  the  educational  staff  of 
the  Metropolitan  Art  Museum  in  New 


York,  and  for  many  years  she  was  in 
charge  of  their  vast  collection  of  slides 
and  photographs.  She  was  always  greatly 
interested  in  art,  and  the  Museum  has 
several  of  her  excellent  reports  on  these 
valuable  possessions. 

While  at  the  Museum,  the  first 
World  War  broke  out,  and  Bessie  trained 
for  canteen  service  under  the  National 
League  for  Women  Service,  and  worked 
with  them  whenever  possible  until  the 
end  of  the  war.  Her  mother  made  her 
home  with  her  during  those  years,  and 
together  they  entertained  many  lonely 
service  men  in  their  little  apartment 
overlooking  the  East  River. 

In  1920,  due  to  ill-health,  she  felt 
obliged  to  resign  her  position  at  the 
Museum  and  returned  to  Somerville.  As 
soon  as  she  was  sufficiently  recovered,  she 
used  her  talents  for  many  civic  and  other 
helpful  activities.  She  became 
xorresponding  secretary  for  the 
W.  C.  T.  U.,  president  of  the  Hillside 
club,  an  active  member  of  the  Historical 
Society.  She  also  re-united  with  her  old 
church,  the  Congregational  Church  of 
East  Somerville,  the  church  of  her 
parents  and  grand-parents,  joined  the 
musical  committee,  and  became  choir 
mother.  She  worked  with  deep  concern 
for  the  betterment  of  moving  pictures, 
and  labored  for  uplift  in  Somerville 
politics. 


She  had  one  absorbing  hobby, 
that  of  collecting  clippings.  Art  was  her 
chief  interest,  and  anything  that  had  to 
do  with  art  in  any  form  was  grist  for  her 
mill.  It  gave  her  complete  diversion  in 
her  rare  moments  of  leisure,  although  the 
constant  inflow  of  material  she  once  said, 
was  the  despair  of  her  mother.  But 
Bessie  gave  unstinting  care  and  devotion 
to  her  beloved  mother  for  many  years, 
until  her  death  a few  years  ago,  when 
more  than  ninety  years  old. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  of  me 
to  attempt  the  proper  appraisal  of  Bessie 
Davis’s  character.  I can  mention  only 
what  seems  to  me  to  be  a few  highlights 
in  her  makeup,  the  landmark  of  which 
was  her  unswerving  integrity.  Her 
immovable,  unfaltering  ideals  were  as 
fbced  as  the  granite  of  her  ancestral  state. 
To  compromise  one  iota  of  her  sense  of 
duty,  or  to  turn  a hair’s  breadth  from  a 
decision  once  made  was  unthinkable  to 
her.  Yet  she  was  quiet  and  gentle  in 
manner,  and  capable  of  deep  enjoyment. 
She  admired  people  who  were  willing  to 
serve  a righteous  cause  or  do  a kindness 
for  friend  or  neighbor.  She  herself  was 
always  ready. 

As  Class  Treasurer  she  gave 
herself  whole-hearetedly,  and  helped  to 
prepare  with  enthusiasm  for  the  Golden 
Anniversary  of  the  Class  in  June. 

I should  like  to  quote  a few  lines 
written  by  Bessie  for  the  class  report  on 
the  occasion  of  its  Twenty-fifth 
Anniversary  in  1934.  They  exemplify 
better  than  I could  the  valiant  and  tender 
sides  of  a very  strong  yet  sensitive  nature: 


“At  Radcliffe,”  she  wrote,  “1 
learned  to  observe,  to  study  well,  to  see 
others  gain  greater  honors  without 
jealousy,  to  weigh  facts  and  study  people, 
to  consider  success  measured  by  other 
things  than  money,  to  feel  an  abiding 
loyalty  to  my  college  and  my  class  and  a 
deep  affection  for  both.” 

The  Class  wishes  to  express  its 
sympathy  to  her  brother,  Benjamin  Davis 
of  Winchester,  her  sister.  Sister  Edna 
Margaret  of  the  Episcopal  Sisterhood  of 
Louisburg  Square,  Boston,  and  several 
nieces  and  nephews,  all  much  beloved  by 
her. 

Her  class-mates  will  always  hold 
Bessie  in  grateful  memory,  and  her  dear 
presence  will  be  deeply  missed. 

A.  G.,  X’99 


Benjamin  R.  Davis 
1878 ' 1956 

Benjamin  R.  Davis  of  85  High  Street,  retired  chief  engineer  and  director  of  the 
Parks  Division  of  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission,  died  Saturday,  December  1,  at 
the  Winchester  Hospital, 

Mr.  Davis  was  the  son  of  Nathaniel  J.  K.  Davis  and  Ida  (Masta)  Davis.  He  was  born 
September  17,  1878,  in  Somerville,  graduated  from  the  Somerville  High  School  and  got  his 
first  job  with  the  City  of  Somerville. 

Over  fifty  years  ago  Mr.  Davis  entered  the  employ  of  the  MDC  as  a rod  man, 
working  his  way  up  until  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  eight  years  ago  he  was  chief  engineer 
and  director  of  the  Parks  Division.  Among  the  major  projects  on  which  he  worked  during 
his  years  with  the  state  was  the  construction  of  the  Larz  Anderson  Bridge  across  the 
Charles  River. 

Following  his  retirement  from  MDC  Mr.  Davis  had  been  associated  with  the 
Boston  engineering  firm  of  Lewis  E.  Moore  as  a consulting  engineer.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Engineers  Club. 

Mr.  Davis  came  to  Winchester  25  years  ago.  Previously  he  had  been  for  many  years 
a resident  of  his  native  city,  Somerville. 

He  was  a widower,  his  wife,  the  former  Josephine  H.  James  of  Somerville,  having 
died  five  years  ago.  He  leaves  a daughter,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Ebens  of  Winchester,  two  sons, 
Richard  M.  of  Melrose,  and  Harvey  P.  of  Stoneham,  seven  grandchildren  and  10  great 
grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Tuesday  afternoon  at  the  Church  of  the  Epiphany  with 
the  rector  John  W.  Ellison  officiating.  Burial  was  in  Wildwood  Cemetery. 
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Benjamin  Davis’  father,  Nathaniel,  died  when  Benjamin  was  in  high  school. 
Benjamin  told  me  that  he  had  surprised  his  teachers  by  being  accepted  to 
MIT  because  he  had  not  been  a good  student  but  had  worked  hard  to  pass  the 
entrance  exams;  however  because  of  the  change  in  family  circumstances  he 
was  not  able  to  attend.  Instead  he  went  to  work,  starting  out  in  the  lowly 
position  as  a rodman  in  a survey  crew.  Through  the  years  he  would  work  his 
way  up  through  the  ranks  to  become  Director  of  Parks  for  the  Metropolitan 
District  Commission. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  Benjamin  had  a role  in  thwarting  the  plans  of 
the  infamous  James  Michael  Curley,  mayor  of  Boston  and  governor  of 
Massachusetts.  He  had  been  appointed  to  the  position  in  1933  by  Governor 
Ely.  Gov.  Curley  on  being  elected  intended  to  replace  him  with  his  own 
political  appointee.  However,  the  Republican  Legislature  placed  the 
position  under  civil  Service  and  thus  out  of  the  reach  of  the  ambitions  of 
the  Governor.  The  dates  substantiate  this  story. 

Upon  his  retirement  at  age  72  Benjamin  went  to  work  with  a consulting  firm 
which  was  involved  with  the  design  and  construction  of  the  Storrow  Drive  in 
Boston,  which  was  the  brainchild  of  my  grandfather. 

Benjamin  was  named  for  Miss  Linda  Richards,  the  first  person  to  graduate 
from  Nursing  School  in  this  country,  and  who  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  the  nursing  profession  here.  Linda  was  befriended  by  the  Quimby 
and  Masta  family  as  a young  girl  after  the  death  of  her  parents.  She  must 
have  been  in  attendance  with  Dr  Masta  when  he  died,  for  she  wrote  a letter 
to  the  Quimby  family  describing  his  last  hours.  The  family  has  copies  of 
correspondence  from  Linda  to  Bessie  and  Ida  Davis  while  Linda  was  in  Japan. 
Linda  Richards  is  included  in  the  Women's  Hall  of  Fame  located  in  Seneca 
Falls,  NY. 

Not  too  much  is  known  of  his  early  life.  Jean  recalls  hearing  that  he  owned 
one  of  the  first  automobiles  in  the  area,  and  Richard  recalls  that  Benjamin 
told  him  that  he  addressed  a crowd  waiting  to  hear  Teddy  Roosevelt  speak 
when  he  was  running  on  the  Bull  Moose  ticket  - although  he  never  remembers 
him  as  being  that  politically  active  when  he  knew  him  in  later  life. 

Benjamin  spent  his  early  life  in  Somerville.  Sometime  after  Dorothy  and  her 
family  moved  in  with  her  parents  the  group  moved  to  West  Medford.  See  the 
letter  from  Benjamin  to  Dorothy  urging  her  and  her  family  to  move  in  with 
them.  Richard  remembers  Benjamin  telling  how  they  had  to  stop  on  the  drive 
from  Hartford  to  Somerville  to  warm  Jean's  bottle  on  the  car  radiator. 
Benjamin  built  the  house  at  85  High  St,  Winchester  about  1932,  and  lived 
there  the  rest  of  his  life. 

I have  tried  to  guess  how  my  grandparents  might  have  met;  the  James  family 
was  associated  with  Stoneham,  MA.  Some  of  the  family  records  have  revealed 
that  my  grandmother's  family  lived  in  Somerville  on  Albion  Ave  for  a time, 

and  that  they  were  there  when  her  twin  sisters  attended  English  High 
School,  the  same  one  attended  by  my  grandfather.  They  at  least  must  have 
known  each  other  in  high  school . 

I do  not  think  that  their  marriage  had  the  approval  of  his  mother.  I 
remember  someone  saying  (it  was  his  sister  Bessie,  I believe)  that  the 
first  shock  was  Emma  entering  the  sisterhood,  and  the  second  was  Benjamin 
getting  married. 

I remember  that  my  grandfather  loved  the  garden;  at  least  during  the  period 
of  his  life  that  I knew  him.  He  would  spend  hours  on  his  hands  and  knees 
weeding  the  garden.  The  house  had  a great  variety  of  plants  and  shrubs,  and 
he  took  pride  and  pleasure  in  them. 

Benjamin  cared  for  his  family.  He  wanted  everyone  to  be  happy.  He  was 
extremely  generous,  perhaps  generous  to  a fault,  because  sometimes  it 
worked  against  the  very  things  he  was  trying  to  achieve. 

He  was  also  honest  in  his  dealings,  which  is  unique  in  a field  of  work 
where  there  is  great  opportunity  for  making  deals.  He  was  also  not  a person 
who  paid  attention  to  a persons  ethnic  background;  his  assistant,  who  was 
Jewish,  was  grateful  for  the  opportunity  for  advancement  which  Benjamin 
gave  him . 

By  Richard  Ebens , Jean  Phipps,  June  Prue 
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Josephine  was  a great  gardner;  she  would  spend  hours  working  in 
them.  She  developed  some  lovely  gardens  at  the  house  in 
Winchester.  She  was  also  interested  in  antiques.  She  filled  the 
house  in  Winchester  with  them,  sometimes  to  the  consternation  of 
Benjamin.  He  really  hit  the  roof  when  she  bought  a spool  rope 
bed  - it  never  got  out  of  the  cellar. 


She  understood  antiques,  and  she  made  the  house  in  Winchester  a 
Colonial  showpiece,  with  colonial  doors,  hardware,  and  colonial 
style  light  fixtures. 


Jean  recalls  hearing  that  Josephine  was  a superb  seamstress,  and 
that  she  could  reproduce  a garment  perfectly  by  just  looking  at 
it.  We  grandchildren  remember  her  as  a great  braider  of  rugs. 

She  had  trunks  full  of  wool  for  that  purpose,  and  the  house  in 
Winchester  had  many  lovely  braided  rugs,  including  two  large  9 x 
12  oval  rugs  in  the  living  room  and  dining  room. 

Josephine  loved  to  gamble,  and  she  was  good  at  it.  Harvey  Davis 
claimed  that  she  learned  it  from  her  father.  When  Dorothy  played 
bridge  against  her  she  would  always  charge  her  with  cheating: 
spilling  the  cards  when  she  dealt,  not  following  suit,  making 
face  signals  to  her  partner,  and  kicking  under  the  table.  They 
often  played  cards  with  Carietta  and  Stanley  Proverbs  who  were 
neighbors,  and  Josephine  and  Stanley  would  often  be  partners  - 
and  he  was  not  beyond  doing  something  like  that.  They  would  go 
out  to  whist  parties,  and  very  often  the  next  morning  there 
would  be  something  in  the  house  that  they  had  won.  For  several 
years  Harvey  and  his  family,  including  'Pappy'  Jaycock,  would 
come  over  Saturday  evenings  to  play  poker,  and  Josephine  rarely 
lost.  Josephine  loved  to  play  bingo,  and  several  nights  a week 
Benjamin  would  have  to  drive  her  over  to  Somerville  and  pick  her 
up  afterwards  so  that  she  could  play.  Her  room  was  filled  with 
bingo  cards  which  she  brought  home  with  her.  She  would  sort  out 
all  the  duplicate  cards  so  that  when  she  won  she  would  be  the 
only  winner. 


Josephine  never  said  much  to  us.  She  would  spend  the  whole  day 
and  evening  listening  to  the  radio.  She  like  all  of  the 
programs,  but  she  thought  that  Amos  and  Andy  were  particularly 
hilarious . 


Josephine  grew  senile.  I remember  one  time  when  she  threw  a fit 
in  the  restaurant  when  someone  in  our  party  was  given  a larger 
serving  then  she  received.  At  the  end  she  had  to  be  committed  to 
the  geriatric  ward  at  Worcester  State  Hospital,  where  she  died. 


1 1/15/2000  1 1:14  AM 


From:  Rich  & MJ  Ebens  <Richard.Ebens.BKD.58@aya.yale.edu>  Save  Address  - Block  Sender 

To:  <susanhanson@hotmail.com>  Save  Address 

Subject:  Emma  Davis 

Date:  Tue,  14  Nov  2000  17:19:07  -0500  (EST) 


Reply  Reply  All  Forward  I Delete  ■ Previous  Next  | Close 


Emma  joined  the  Episcopal  Order  of  St.  Margaret;  she  was 
known  by  the  name  Sister  Edna  Margaret.  For  many  years  she 
was  attached  to  Grace  Church,  Newark,  NJ . She  spent  her 
summers  at  the  Sister's  camp  in  Duxbury,  MA.  Carol  (McLain) 
Holmes  spent  several  summers  at  the  camp.  In  later  life  she 
was  attached  to  the  mother  house  in  Louisburg  Sq.,  Boston. 
Before  entering  the  sisterhood  it  is  said  that  she  was 
teaching  in  small  private  schools  out  west  in  Montana  and 
Arizona.  Jean  (Ebens)  Phipps  recalls  that  Bessie  said  that 
her  sister  encountered  the  Episcopal  Church  through  a young 
man  that  she  knew.  She  became  so  attracted  to  the  church 
that  she  entered  the  sisterhood,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  the 
young  man . 
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For  some  reason  Julia  left  the  Franklin  Street 
Congregational  Church  in  which  the  family  had  been  so 
involved  for  so  many  years.  Whether  she  was  influenced 
by  her  sister  Emma  or  not  is  not  known,  but  she  joined 
Emmanuel  Episcopal  Church  in  Somerville.  Julia  graduated 
from  the  Boston  Cooking  School.  She  worked  at  the  United 
Shoe  Machinery  Co.  in  Boston.  She  is  described  as:  quiet, 
reserved,  gifted,  with  a keen  wit  and  a strong  sense  of 
humor.  Julia  resided  at  13  Mt . Vernon  St  in  1913.  From 
1914-6  she  lived  at  113  Pearl  St,  which  is  the  home  of  her 
uncle  Levi  Davis;  this  must  have  been  when  Ida  and  Bessie 
moved  to  New  York.  Richard  Davis  said  that  she  always  wore 
a big  hat  with  a rolled  up  brim,  which  you  can  see  in  her 
pictures.  See  the  accompanying  obituary. 
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Miss  Julia  Q.  Davis 

1880  - 1923 

Julia  Quimby  Davis,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Ida  C.  and  the  late  Nathaniel  J.  K.  Davis, 
entered  into  rest  at  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  Boston,  after  five  weeks  illness  from 
sleeping  sickness  following  abdominal  influenza. 

Miss  Davis  was  bom  at  13  Mount  Vernon  street.  East  Somerville,  November  10, 
1880.  She  was  a graduate  of  Prescott  Grammar  School,  Somerville  High  School,  class  of 
1 900,  and  Boston  Cooking  School,  class  of  1 90 1 . 

For  the  past  eighteen  years  she  had  been  in  charge  of  the  files  of  the  Foreign 
Department  of  the  United  Shoe  Machinery  Company,  Boston,  where  her  associates  miss 
her  as  personal  friend  as  well  as  co-worker. 

Quiet,  reserved,  gifted  with  a keen  wit  and  strong  sense  of  humor.  Miss  Davis  was 
a most  loyal  friend  and  a devoted  daughter,  sister,  and  aunt.  She  is  survived  by  her 
mother,  now  residing  in  New  York  city,  by  sister  Edna  Margaret  of  the  Episcopal  Order 
of  St.  Margaret  (formerly  Emma  Edna  Davis),  by  Miss  Bessie  D.  Davis,  of  New  York 
City,  by  Benjamin  R.  Davis,  of  196  Powder  House  Boulevard,  West  Somerville,  and  by 
two  nieces  and  two  nephews. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on  Wednesday,  March  21,  at  2 p.m.  in  Emmanuel 
Episcopal  church,  Somerville,  of  which  Miss  Davis  was  a member,  the  rector.  Rev. 
George  Bruce  Nicholson  officiating,  assisted  by  members  of  the  choir. 

Interment  was  in  the  family  lot  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery.  The  pall-bearers  were: 

T.  A.  Cushman  and  Mr.  Hill,  of  the  foreign  department  of  the  United  Shoe  Machinery 
Company;  Harold  E.  Boardman  and  W.  G.  Shattuck. 


THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(Including  the  HinckJey/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 


1. 


Name: 

Address: 


M;^rjnriP  Joan ( EbenS  ) 

650  Oleander  St. 


Bergeron 


City,  State,  Zip:  i . FT.  32958 

Telephone:  561  -388-9405 email:  Ml  inedance0cs  . com 


I descend  from: 


Benjamin/Benjamin/Benjamin  (Maine) 
Benjamin/Ebenezer/Benjamin/Nathaniel/ j 
Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Joshua,  Jr.  ' 0 


Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Mary 
Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Thomas 
Gross/Lombard 
Other 


Please  tell  us  about  yourself:  Birthplace,  career,  marriage,  children,  interests,  hobbies,  etc. 

nnrn  t Bnmprville  Hospital  in  Somerville,  Mass,  on  July  2,  1928 

Married  Clifford  Edward  Bergeron  on  Feb.  18,  1950  at  the  Church  of 
the  Epiphany  in  Winchester,  Mass.  We  raised  our  five  children  in 

Massachusetts,  spending  our  summers  at  our  cottage  in  New  Hampshire. 


Tn  1991  wf^  sold  our  home  in  Acton,  Mass,  and  built  a house  in 

BpBagtian.  Florida.  We  spent  six  months  in  Florida  and  six  at  our 

cottage  in  Raymond.  N.  H.  until  Cliff  passed  away  July  29,  1998.  I 

now  make  the  trek  by  myself. 

Cliff  and  I met  at  the  Balarue  Skating  Rink  in  Medford,  Mass,  (rolle 
skating)  He  had  a motorcycle  and  I learned  to  enjoy  that  also.  Once 


we  learned  to  square  dance,  that  was  our  favorite  form  of  entertain- 

ment. 

Favorite  family  story  - from  Marjorie  Joan  Bergeron 
Aunt  Bessie 

Bessie  Delight  Davis,  oldest  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Davis  and  Ida  Masta,  was  my  great  aunt,  sister  of  my  grandfather 
Benjamin  Richards  Davis.  She  was  a very  proper  and  scrupulous  woman.  As  testimony  to  that  fact,  I recall  the  time 
during  WWII  when  food  rationing  was  instituted.  A member  of  each  household  had  to  go  to  the  Rationing  Office  to 
declare  the  amount  of  the  "to  be"  rationed  food  the  family  had  on  hand  and  that  would  determine  the  amount  of 
rationing  stamps  to  be  given  that  family.  To  Aunt  Bessie's  dismay,  when  she  got  home  from  declaring  what  they  had 
on  hand,  she  noticed  the  sugar  bowl  and  hurried  back  to  the  Rationing  Office  to  tell  them  she  had  forgotten  to  declare 
the  amount  that  was  in  the  bowl.  I love  this  story  because  it  so  typifies  the  honesty  and  integrity  of  Aunt  Bessie  and 
her  familv. . 


From:  Rich  & MJ  Ebens  <Richard.Ebens.BKD.58@aya.yale.edu>  Save  Address  - Block  Sender 

To;  <susanhanson@hotmail.com>  Save  Address 
Subject:  Personal  infor  etc 

Date:  Tue,  14  Nov  2000  08;22;48  -0500  (EST) 


Re 

Forward 

1 1 

Delete 

II 

Previous  | 

1 Next 

II 

Close 

Hi  Susan- 

you  can  see  that  Mary  is  the  one  with  the  writing 

sbx-  mo 

I was  born  in  Somerville,  MA  on  December  6,  1929,  our  family  lived  in 
Medford,  MA  at  the  time.  When  I was  about  3 years  of  age  the  family  moved  to 
Winchester,  MA,  where  I grew  up.  We  did  spend  the  summers  at  York  Beach, 

ME,  where  my  grandparents  owned  a summer  cottage.  I graduated  from 
Northeastern  University,  Boston,  MA  in  195i  with  a degree  in  Civil 
Engineering.  After  working  in  the  engineering  field  for  3 years  I left  to 
attend  the  Berkeley  Divinity  School  in  New  Haven,  CT,  graduating  in  1958. 

Upon  graduation  I was  ordained  as  a priest  in  the  Episcopal  Church.  My 
ministry  was  spent  in  churches  in  Hingham,  MA;  Manchester,  MD;  Norristown, 

PA;  and  Hudson,  MA.  In  1965  I married  Mary  Jean  Smith,  a widow  with  two 
children:  Linda  and  Shane.  After  retirement  in  1991  I served  a total  of  3 
years  as  part  time  interim  rector  in  churches  in  Grafton,  MA  and  Leominster, 

MA.  Since  retirement  I have  served  in  a number  of  volunteer  capacities, 
including  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State,  and  visitor  at  the  secure  treatment  center 
of  the  MA  Dept,  of  Youth  Services.  My  other  interests  are  tennis, 
genealogical  research,  and  woodworking. 

Mary  Jean  Ebens  (Richard's  other  half) 

I grew  up  as  an  Army  Brat  living  around  the  country  and  overseas.  While  in 
Japan  I met  Airman  Leslie  Smith  and  married  him  after  we  both  returned  to 
the  U.S.  After  his  death  in  Panama,  I was  "comforted"  by  Richard  who 
bravely  offered  to  take  on  my  two  children  while  I contemplated  life  with  an 
older  bachelor  and  his  dog.  We  all  made  the  adjustment!  Rich  has  kept  me 
living  in  Hudson,  Massachusetts  longer  than  any  place  in  my  life  (actually 
after  3 1/2  years  everyday  was  a new  milestone!) . 

Once  the  children  got  big  enough  to  wonder  why  their  mother  was  hovering 
around,  I joined  the  outside  work  force  and  ended  up  spending  15  years  at 
Digital  Equipment  Corporation  where  I worked  in  an  engineering  group  as  an 
Operations  Analysts  tracking  the  refrigerator-size  computer  prototypes  the 
group  developed.  DEC  was  bought  by  Compaq  shortly  after  I retired.  Now  I'm 
back  to  one  of  my  first  loves- -sewing,  with  genealogy  and  travel  thrown  in 
to  fill  the  gaps.  I also  join  Rich  at  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Youth 
Services . 


Here  are  our  write  ups  - 
flair . 

Rich 

Richard  Frank  Ebens 


Also  the  family  heirlooms  I have  are  as  follows: 

The  walking  stick  of  Nathaniel  J.  Knight  made  from  the  wood  of  tthe  First 
Meeting  House  in  Truro  built  in  1721  and  taken  down  in  1840  - from  the 
collection  of  family  cane  of  Susan  Hanson. 

Two  coin  silver  serving  spoons  and  one  gravey  ladle  from  the  Nathaniel  J.K. 
Davis  family;  one  coin  silver  serving  spoon  from  Emeline  Burleigh  Quimby, 
wife  of  Dr  John  Masta.  Family  vital  records  written  by  Nathaniel  J.  K. 
Davis.  Silver  letter  opener  belonging  to  Bessie  Delight  Davis.  3 
Daguerreotypes  of  the  Masta  family. 


Carol  Holmes 
202  Degan  PI. 

Sebastian,  FL  32958 
561/589-8565 
holmesfamily@webrv.net 

Born:  Medford,  MA  (March  2,  1931).  Normal,  enjoyable  child  life  till  my  mother, 

NATALIE,  died  in  December  of  1940,  and  I still  feel  so  cheated  out  of  life  without 

her.  She  was  so  much  fun. 

Moved  to  Melrose,  MA,  1938-1940.  After  my  mother’s  death  moved  back  to 
Medford  with  my  Dad  and  person  I called  Nana  who  lived  with  us  and  was  my  care  giver. 
Went  to  Medford  schools,  graduated  from  Medford  High  School  (1949). 

Spent  summers  at  York  Beach,  ME  till  my  mother  died  and  then  went  to  Episcopal 
camp  for  six  summers.  (1  did  like  it.)  Went  to  Chandler  School  for  Women  and  worked  at 
various  offices. 

Met  my  husband  George  at  York  Beach.  We  were  married  May  10,  1952.  We 
bought  our  first  house  in  Wakefield,  MA,  and  our  first  daughter  NATALIE  was  born  in 
Melrose,  MA  on  September  2,  1957  (same  hospital  as  her  Dad  was  born). 

We  were  transferred  to  Kansas  city,  KS  (for  two  years),  then  to  Council  Bluffs,  LA 
where  our  son  Bruce  was  born  on  November  3,  1964  and  our  daughter  Nancy  was  born  on 
July  9,  1966.  We  lived  there  for  eight  years.  Then  we  were  transferred  to  Lombard,  IL  and 
lived  there  22  years.  All  three  children  graduated  from  high  school  and  college  and  worked 
in  the  area. 

In  1990  we  moved  to  Florida.  George  retired  in  1987,  and  we  are  happy  we  made 
the  move  - other  than  being  away  from  family. 

We  square  danced  for  20  years  and  kind  of  let  it  go.  We  do  a lot  of  traveling  - been 
to  all  50  states,  Canada,  Mexico,  China,  Hong  Kong,  New  Zealand,  Australia,  England 
(many  times),  Scotland,  Wales,  France,  Germany,  Monte  Carlo,  Italy  and  the  best  trip  was 
the  Holy  Land  (fantastic)  with  a trip  to  Petra  in  Jordan  and  Cairo,  Egypt. 

HEIRLOOMS 

Clock  - was  Great  Grammie  Davis’s  and  still  works  - a few  pictures  - bone  china 
punch  bowl  my  grandmother  won  (the  story  goes  but  I’m  not  positive). 


THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION  ^ 

(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 


\\ 


1*  Name:  .innp  Patricia  (Davis)  Prue 

Address:  13  Redmond  Ave. 

City,  State,  Zip:  North  Reading,  Ma.  01864 

Telephone:  978-664-51 33 email: 

I descend  from:  Benjamin/Benjamin/Benjamin  (Maine) 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Benjamin/Nathaniel 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Joshua,  Jr. 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Mary 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Thomas 

ross/Lombard 

Other 

Please  tell  us  about  yourself:  Birthplace,  career,  marriage,  children,  interests,  hobbies,  etc. 

Born  9/29/31.  daughter  of  Harvey  P.  Davis  & Gertrude  M.  Jaycock  - only  child 

nix/orrpd  from  Dr,  Edmund  B.  Prue  - no  children 

Went  to  college  and  Boston  University  Law  School  after  divorce  and  have  Juris  Doctc 

degree  from  Boston  Univ.  in  1966.  I am  a sole  practitioner,  and  for  many  years 
have  specialized  solc-ly-  in  handling  real — estate  tax  tit-le  .foreclosure  cases  at 

Mass.  Land  Court  representing  various  Mass,  cities  and  towns,  and  am  still 
w.lth  a very  busy  practice. ^ , , ^ 

I enjoy  gardening  and  have  become  quite  interested  in  family  history  and  probably 

am  responsible  for  the  interest  of  my  cousin,  Richard  Ebens. 

I had  a chidhood  collection  of  Britains  toy  soldiers,  with  revival  of 
bhis  hobby  i^  about  1Q80  and  now  have-a-^2QQ-i:-pc — collertinn  and  am. a member  of 

an  adult  club,  making  new  friends  as  a result  and  going  on  club  trips  including 
England  a few  times. 

1 dill  looking  forward  to  attending  the-Oavi-s-famiTy-rGumon  in  Sept. — 2QQ1 . — 


mil.  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 
(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 


1.  Name;  R ^ O cxV  \ 

Address:  '7  \ C pL  c\ 


City,  State,  Zip:  [A  ^ ^ PL  ^ 3 ^ t 

Telephone:  360J^  email:  CS  P <5  0|  e-r~  C>  o<.  cvl . o c 


I descend  from;  Beniamin/Beniamin/Beniamin  (Maine) 

~7~ 


Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  SrVMary 
Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr/Thomas 
Gross/Lombard 


Other 


Please  tell  us  about  yourself:  Birthplace,  career,  marriage^  children,  interests,  hobbies,  etc. 

M.a  5S 


/A  5S  ~T  ^ P d^G'  YIol<}  R.^T\  g-e-<^ 

hA  cvfi,  2~\  ^ cxy>  £:t  <S\cX^  v^c)-  7 j 2-/  ^ 


I 

I 


I 


I 


Benjamin/Ebenezer/Benjamin/Nathaniel  o-m i/j \ | 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Joshua,  Jr. 


I 


(A 


t 3 


C^OL  vAcjl/l' 


c|U-r€  g-3r 


- beW 


o y-i  >nc»i 


-7 


Darcy  Ellen  Davis  O’Brien 
15  Farm  St. 
Canton,  MA  0202 1 

781/8280952 

BartDarcy@cs.com 


1 was  born  at  Melrose-Wakefield  Hospital  on  August  25,  1961.  1 am  the  daughter 
of  Richard  B.  and  Janet  W.  Davis. 

I have  worked  as  a legal  secretary  at  Goodwin  Procter  in  Boston  for  the  past  13 

years. 


1 am  married  to  Bartholomew  M.  O’Brien  (10  years!)  and  have  three  kids  ~ Emily 
Grace  O’Brien,  age  7,  Bartholomew  Davis  O’Brien,  age  4,  and  Kelly  Ann  O’Brien,  age  4. 

1 like  music  and  dancing  and  spending  time  with  my  family. 


THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 


1. 


Name: C.lif'VotN  G>- 

Address:  RR,  3 ^4" 


City,  State,  Zip:  3 Mg  044-c^l 

Telephone:  ^Xo'7^  email:  ^ ko-t^ov)  v r\«d~ 

I descend  from:  Benjamin/Benjamin/Benjamin  (Maine)  . 

V Benjamin/Ebenezer/Benjamin/Nathaniel  j /?»cKarJi 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Joshua,  Jr. 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Mary 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Thomas 

Gross/Lombard 

Other 


Please  tell  us  about  yourself:  Birthplace,  career,  marriage,  children,  interests,  hobbies,  etc. 


^ ^ ~Y i'V  ^ -S  ~l 


Li  i rp■.r|c^^^  ^ l3  r 


, (”Uai 


Do  you  have  any  family  heirloom(s)?  Do  you  know  any  history  behind  the 
heirloom(s)?  Please  share: 
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THE  JOSHUAS 


Generation  1: 

Benjamin  Betsey  Rowe  Davis 

Generation  2: 

% 

Ebenezer  & Azubah  Hinckley  Davis 

Generation  3: 

Joshua  & Anna  Lombard  Davis 

Generation  4: 

Joshua  & Cora  Hendrick  Davis 

Generation  5: 

Kenneth  & Harriett  Steffens  Davis 

Generation  6: 

Malmo  Barrington  Sandve  Hanson  Culbert 


Generation  7: 

Children  of  Generation  6 

Generation  8: 

Children  of  Generation  7 
Grandchildren  of  Generation  6 

Generation  9: 

Children  of  Generation  8 
Grandchildren  of  Generation  7 
Great-grandchildren  of  Generation  6 

BENJAMIN  DAVIS  m.  BETSEY  ROWE 
ca.  1744-1776  1767  1747-1828 


BENJAMIN  DAVIS  James  Webb  Davis  EBENEZER  LOMBARD  DAVIS  Betsey  Davis 
1767-1840  1770-  1864  1773  - 1858  1776-1815 

m.  1796 

AZUBAH  HINCKLEY 
1777-1857 


Dinah  Solomon  Ebenezer  Betsey  Benjamin  Azubah  JOSHUA  H. 
1797-1875  1799-1865  1802-1886  1805-1883  1808-1880  1811-1901  1814'1913 

m.  1839 

ANNA  G.  LOMBARD 

1818-1904 


Annie  Mary  Solomon  JOSHUA  H.  , JR.  Emily  Sarah  Thomas 
1843-1921  1845-1931  1846-1928  1849-1942  1851-1932  1853-1936  1856-1929 

m.  1886 

CORA  CECILIA.  HENDRICK 


Eleanor  Davis  KENNETH  HENDRICK  DAVIS 

1891  - 1986  1897-1978 

m.  1929 

HARRIETT  STEFFENS 


ELEANOR  DAVIS 

RUTH  DAVIS  HELEN  DAVIS  SUSAN  DAVIS 

JANE  DAVIS 

MALMO 

BARRINGTON  SANDVE 

HANSON 

CULBERT 

1930 

1931  1934 

1945 

1946 

Anne  M.  Jacobson 

Gail  B.  Mauss  Allison  Sandve 

Janell  H.  Callihan 

Elizabeth  Culbert 

Paul 

Jason  William  Sandve 

Cory 

Kathryn  Culbert 

Leslie 

Bailey  Thomas 

Cody  Patrick  Davis  Culbert 

Catherine 

Dianna 

Caitlin 

Mary  M.  Reme 

Thomas  Barrington 

Braeden 

David 

Carohne  B.  Moss 

Brendan 

Charles  Davis  Malmo  Kyle 

Paul  Hanson 

Daniel 

James  Barrington 

Eric 

John 

Several 

Aaron 

Robert  Malmo 

Nicholas  Barrington 

Jennie  Hanson 

Michael 

Scarlett 

im.lMIMlIMl 


THE  FIVE  DAVIS  GIRLS  OF 
SPRING  VALLEY,  WI 

DAUGHTERS  OF  KENNETH  AND  HARRIETT  DAVIS 


REUNION  RESPONSES  FROM: 


1.  Eleanor  Davis  Malmo 

Anne  Malmo  Jacobson 
Mary  Malmo  Reme 


2.  Ruth  Davis  Barrington 

Gail  Barrington  Mauss 
Dianna  Mauss 

3.  Helen  Davis  Sandve 

(with  old  family  letters  about  her  antique  desk) 

4.  Susan  Davis  Hanson 


5. 


Jane  Davis  Culbert 


THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 

1.  Name:  ^ 

Address:  /<2^C^ 

City,  State,  Zip:  UJ /.^X^  ('  ^ 

Telephone:  f ^ email: 

I descend  from:  _f_Benjamin/Benjamin/Benjamin  (Maine) 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Benjamin/Nathaniel 

V Ben  jamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Joshua,  Jr. 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Mary 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Thomas 

Gross/Lombard 

Other 


Please  tell  us  about  yourself:  Birthplace,  career,  marriage,  children,  interests,  hobbies,  etc. 


IccJ^  * 


Do  you  have  any  family  heirloom(s)?  Do  you  know  any  history  behind  the 
heirloom(s)?  Please  share: 


Here’s  your  chance  to  be  creative,  put  on  your  thinking  caps  and  share  your  , 
favorite  family  story.  Please  make  your  anecdote(s)  as  “ancient”  as  possible.  (Do  you 
remember  your  parents/grandparents  talking  about  their  parents/grandparents?  Do  you 
have  an  interesting  obituary  about  an  ancestor?  Do  you  have  written  material  which  could 
be  Xeroxed  and  attached  to  this  query?)  Remember,  make  it  a “Davis”  or  “Lombard”  story. 

Please  do  not  limit  yourself  to  the  lines  below.  Contribute  as  much  as  you  like. 


lyJ  /COX-j  cL 


(y>y  %2ul 


'y^U' 


1___: j. ^ 

3 ^ C^eiL^yt^.  ( 


7^ 


f^<_o  C-C,  ^'L^IL.O  (^L<^ 

^ 7L^t-.d.JL  /{y^c7u7e^ 

Please  make  copies  of  this  and  forward  to  members  of  your  own  family  line. 

lAy^uC-y^  ^ ^yCcr-iU^ 


~7t 


yOt^  .IXj2^  ^SC  /xJtrzX  77^2,02.  / 


/>^  iSc 

'^-^/  =/ y^yUr  /UyUyC4_  JU.^ 


e^Cf,  -/L-j.^  /Uy,c,yS^'r^ 

/2.<JL-  t7idyt^-\  * 


Name 


THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 


Address: 


33^/  ^1  ot\-CL-YiL%  j^e  a^Ji_ 


City,  State,  Zip 

(11) 


Telephone: 

I descend  from:  ^ 


'r)  ^ ; . ' 1.^  t 


7/r-W  ^ to  ^ email:  hcv^’  c- ^ro  'n  <2  7^ 


’<jJCryf<^  •-  A.^r*i  5 ^T>^  © /tv*;  I.  c/. 


Benjamin/Benjamin/Benjamin  (Maine) 
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U//'.  c/ 


Benjamin/Ebenezer/Benjamin/Nathaniel 

Ben  jamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Joshua,  Jr. 
/ Rpniamin/F.henezer/Joshua.  Sr./Marv 


Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Mary 
Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Thomas 
Gross/Lombard 
Other 


Please  tell  us  about  yourself:  Birthplace,  career,  marriage,  children,  interests,  hobbies,  etc. 
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THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 


Do  you  have  any  family  heirloom(s)?  Do  you  know  any  history  behind  the 
heirloom(s)?  Please  share: 
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Here*s  your  chance  to  be  creative,  put  on  yourthinking  caps  and  share  your 
favorite  family  story.  Please  make  your  anecdote(s)  as  ‘‘ancienP’  as  possible.  (Do  you 
remember  your  parents/grandparents  talking  about  their  parents/grandparents?  Do  you 
have  an  interesting  obituary  about  an  ancestor?  Do  you  have  written  material  which  could 
be  Xeroxed  and  attached  to  this  query?)  Remember,  make  it  a “Davis**  or  “Lombard**  story. 

Please  do  not  limit  yourself  to  the  lines  below.  Contribute  as  much  as  you  like. 
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Please  make  copies  of  this  and  forward  to  mentors  of  vour  own  family  line. 
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THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 


1. 
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Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Thomas 
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Other 


Please  tell  us  about  yourself:  Birthplace,  career,  marriage,  children,  interests,  hobbies. 
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THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 


Do  you  have  any  family  heirloom(s)? 
heirloom(s)?  Please  share: 


Do  you  know  any  history  behind  the 

Po 


,0^  Here’s  your  chance  to  be  creative,  put  on  your  thinking  caps  and  share  your  , 

I J favorite  family  story.  Please  make  your  anecdote(s)  as  “ancient”  as  possible.  (Do  you 
remember  your  parents/grandparents  talking  about  their  parents/grandparents?  Do  you 


lave  an  interesting  obituary  about  an  ancestor?  Do  you  have  written  material  which  could 
be  Xeroxed  and  attached  to  this  query?)  Remember,  make  it  a ''Davis”  or  ^'Lombard**  story. 


Please  do  not  limit  yourself  to  the  lines  below.  Contribute  as  much  as  you  like. 


OUJ 


7^  d:U./~/'c 


) 

C(J>eL 


CcJaS 


A.// 

<_5 


d-y\  cd  />  try  y 4ityyjA.  2 


^2^/  A<^  '/^oAL,  A. //^ r<^-^  d 7^ 


A /y'/ys  ''  Ao  //V^  /6> 


e^oo‘>C  t 

y'AiAi ^ 


ir 


.^/AA 


- ^O^a> 


<^/V-  ,'y  f-AyiAy  //'uAy^yAxc^yri  /c>y>/d  f7\z~<=)c^/\^  C.z^S  c:-^  ^ 

J?<ra.c4A?' Azc / /ocj<z^  uj>a-A:=J\c:^  <z./yy<zAd~S 


_2r  «vr>  ^ -c^  A<^  Aiyx  yLCjAoC 

A A C<. 


y~^  Cex-/'/  CjdAct-/- 


/y  /AA^  AA' 


izjyys  <-> 
rfiA.  / w, 

^ A 

jL^  i^<i  -S 


/TI  tP  £^cyA  AA  /'V  ''  _2r 


dAy'y  « PZH  A£i-U<^  Ol.  / / 


/y\  -c-yyi  <^.s 


yS_/A<zy^  xD*-  <d/i 


Please  make  copies  of  this  and  forward  to  members  of  your  own  family  line. 
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Name 


Address 


THE  DAVTS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 

e:  L Ayir^'t  ( &>crv  ^ 0 H 
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City,  State,  Zip:  1/ ^ V S T 6 cxj  e ^ 2-  ! I 
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I descend  from: 


Benjamin/Benjamin/Benjamin  (Maine) 
Benjamin/Ebenezer/Benjamin/Nathaciel 


Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Joshua,  Jr. 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Mary 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr., Thomas 

Gross/Lombard 

Other 


Please  tell  us  about  yourself:  Birthplace,  career,  marriage,  children,  interests,  hobbies,  etc. 
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THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 


Do  you  have  any  family  heirloom(s)?  Do  you  know  any  history  behind  the 
heirloom(s)?  Please  share: 
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Kerens  your  chance  to  be  creative,  put  on  your  thinking  caps  and  share  your  , 
favorite  family  story.  Please  make  your  anecdote(s)  as  “ancient”  as  possible.  (Do  you 
remember  your  parents/grandparents  talking  about  their  parents/grandparents?  Do  you 
have  an  interesting  obituary  about  an  ancestor?  Do  you  have  written  material  which  could 
be  Xeroxed  and  attached  to  this  query?)  Remember,  make  it  a “Davis”  or  “Lombard**  story. 

Please  do  not  limit  yourself  to  the  lines  below.  Contribute  as  much  as  you  like. 


Please  make  copies  of  this  and  forward  to  members  of  your  own  family  line. 


THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 
(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 
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I descend  from: 


Benjamin/Benjamin/Benjamin  (Maine) 


Benjamin/Ebenezer/Benjamin/Nathaniel 


^ Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Joshua,  Jr. 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Mary 

Benjamin.^benezer/Joshua,  Sr.-^Thomas 

Gross/Lombard 

Other 


Please  tell  us  about  yourself:  Birthplace,  career,  marriage,  children,  interests,  hobbies,  etc. 
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THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 
(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 


Do  you  have  any  family  heirloom(s)?  Do  you  know  any  history  behind  the 
heirloom(s)?  Please  share:  , , 

J do  ncrt  I'Mtlclaai,  bal  mil  l shairf.  ^rdus  S/cyl 
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Mla/i/ia  olt/wj) 

My  name  is  Dianna  Marie  Mauss.  I am  !4  years  old  and 
live  in  the  Bay  Area  of  Northern  California.  I live  with  my 
parents  Matt  and  Gail  Mauss  and  my  dog  Maizy.  I also  have  a 
20  year  old  brother  who  lives  about  an  hour  away  with  his  wife 
and  daughter.  I am  a Freshman  at  Antioch  High  School.  This  is 
my  tirst  year  back  at  school,  since  I was  home-schooled  for 
6th, 7th.  and  8^*^  grade.  I enjoy  school  and  1 was  on  Antioch 
Hign  s Cross  Country  team.  I also  love  music,  1 have  taken 
piano  lessons  for  6 years,  this  year  I am  going  to  be  taking  guitar 
lessons,  and  I love  listening  to  my  favorite  band.  Oasis.  I am 
very  active  in  the  LDS  church  . where  I am  a first  counselor  in 
my  \ oLing  Women’s  class.  I also  attend  weekly  church  activities 
and  play  volleyball  on  our  church  team.  In  m\  spare  time  I like 
to  watch  movies,  hang  out  with  friends,  go  shopping,  and  once 
in  a while  I go  bowling.  I hope  one  day  to  travel  all  over  luirope 
and  cxentually  spend  time  living  in  England. 


Helen  Davis  Sandve 
PO  Box  99 

Spring  Valley,  WI  54767 
715/778-5925 

gshs@svtel.com 


I am  Helen  Louise  Davis  Sandve,  born  March  7,  1934,  the  third  daughter  of 
Kenneth  and  Harriett  Davis.  I was  raised  mainly  right  here  in  Spring  Valley.  I graduated 
from  the  University  of  Wisconsin-River  Falls  with  a BS  in  elementary  education.  My 
teaching  career  took  me  to  Rochester,  MN,  Redwood  City,  CA,  and  then  with  the  Dept,  of 
Defense  Air  Force  Schools  in  Tokyo,  Japan,  Sculthorpe,  England,  and  Ramstein,  Germany. 

1 met  my  husband  Glenn  Sandve  during  my  summer  holiday  between  England  and 
German!  We  were  married  on  April  1,  1961,  and  1 taught  here  in  Spring  Valley  until  my 
retirement  from  teaching  in  1991. 

We  have  two  children,  Allison  (10/31/62)  and  William  (1 1/17/65).  Allison  is  in 
media  relations  at  Children’s  Hospital  and  Clinics  in  Minneapolis.  Bill  was  in  the  first 
Peace  Corps  group  to  go  to  Uzbekistan  (1992)  after  the  dissolution  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

He  married  a wonderful  Uzbek  native  in  1994  and  they  gave  us  our  first  grandchild  in 
March,  1999.  Bill  continues  to  live  in  Tashkent  working  for  an  educational  agency  that  is 
sponsored  by  the  U.  S.  State  Department. 

My  husband  was  an  instrumental  music  teacher  until  1977.  After  that  we  owned  a 
school  music  business  until  1998  when  we  both  retired. 

My  main  interests  are  traveling,  playing  bridge,  reading  and  growing  flowers. 

Glenn  and  I went  to  Tashkent,  Uzbekistan  for  the  first  birthday  of  Thomas 
William,  our  grandson.  We  had  a wonderful  trip  and  were  so  happy  to  meet  all  of  our 
daughter-in-law’s  family.  It  was  a fascinating  experience  to  be  in  Central  Asia.  We 
especially  enjoyed  the  magnificent  mosaic  buildings  in  Samarkand,  the  ancient  capital  of 
Uzbekistan. 

Glenn  and  I have  also  traveled  to  Germany,  Norway  (he’s  Norwegian),  and 
England.  We  are  going  to  spend  some  time  in  France  in  the  spring  of  2001.  We  have  also 
been  in  many  parts  of  the  United  States  but  are  always  happy  to  come  home  to  our  small 
village  in  Wisconsin. 

I look  forward  to  meeting  more  of  my  really  extended  family. 


HEIRLOOMS 


I have  a desk  that  was  built  for  Ebenezer  Davis.  My  great-grandfather,  Joshua,  Sr., 
inherited  it  sometime  after  Ebenezer’s  death.  I also  have  a few  other  items:  a double 
crystal  inkwell,  brass  mail  scale,  and  a brass  pen  holder.  Another  treasure  is  a beautiful 
gold  ladies  watch  which  I believe  belonged  to  Great-grandmother  Davis  and  a sterling 
napkin  ring  engraved  1886,  the  year  my  grandparents  were  married.  (Joshua,  Jr.  and  Cora) 


FAMILY  STORIES 

I have  fond  memories  of  Grandfather  Davis  (Joshua,  Jr.  1849-1942).  He 
made  his  home  with  us  in  his  last  years.  He  was  (as  I recall)  a small  man  and  was  very 
gentle  and  caring.  I do  remember  him  telling  of  someone  he  knew  or  was  a relative  who 
was  a “drummer  boy”  in  the  Civil  War. 

A family  legend  is  that  he  rescued  me  from  certain  death  when  I cut  holes  in  my 
mother’s  favorite  linen  tablecloth. 


The  ^n.  Spring  Valley,  Wis.,  Dec:  31,  1942 


JOSHUA  DAVIS 

On  Christmas  Day  occurred  the  death, 
of  Joshua  Davis  at  Lake  City  after  a 
year’s  illness,  at  the  ^ge  of  93. 

Mr.  Davis  lived  for  five  years  in  Spring 
Valley  at  the  residence  of  his  son  Ken- 
neth H.  Davis,  with  whom  he  has  made 
his  home  for  many  years;  but  because 
he  seldom  went  out,  few  here  became 
acquainted  with  him.  He  was,  however, 
a man  who  had  a full  and  varied  life. 

He  was  born  of  New  England  parents 
on  Cape  Cod,  within  walking  distance  of 
Boston,  and  went  into  business  con- 
nected with  the  famous  clipper  ships  in 
Chinese  trade,  becoming  part  owmer  of 
several.  In  1885  he  came  West,  buying 
a bank  at  Plainview,  Minn.,  and  being 
interested  in  several  others.  His  wife 
died  in  1938,  when  he  and  his  family 
went  back  East  for  a time,  soon  returning 
and  coming  to  Spring  Valley;  for  the  last 
314  years  they  have  lived  at  Lake  City, 
where  Kenneth  h;is  a store,  but  they 
have  always  retained  their  interest  in 
Spring  Valley,  as  their  fine  store  business 
here  shows. 

Joshua  Davis  left  one  son,  Kenneth, 
and  one  daughter,  Eleanor,  now  traveling 
librarian  for  the  Wisconsin  state  library 
at  Madison;  also  five  nephews,  four  | 
nieces  and  three  grand-daughters.  | 

Mr.  Davis  saw  the  time  when  Yankee 
sailing  ships,  manned  by  Yankee  sailors, 
ruled  the  seven  seas  and  were  a common 
and  a welcome  sight  in  every  main  port 
of  the  world;  he  also  saw  .American 
shipping  almost  entirely  driven  from  the 
waters.  However,  he  looked  for  the  time, 
after  this  war,  when  Americans  shall  J 
again  take  their  place  in  world  trade-- 
perhaps  by  clippers  of  the  air. 
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READING.  MASS. 


father  of^'^fosh^M.  Davis,  About  1858  after  ^ 
his  death  and  that  of  AZUBAH  it  was 

sent  to  his  son  Joshua^  packet.  His  son, 

^;tc/av -Joshua  H,  Davis,  Jr,  wrote  in  1933:” — we  got 
it  into  the^  house  through  the  attic  window, 
the  only  stairs  to  the  attic  having  two  turns 
vfhich  were  just  two  too  many.  Grand- 

father and  grandmother  didn»t  have  much  in  the 
way  of  relics  to  leave  to  their  children.  They 
didn’t  need  much  as  their  rooms  were  few  and 
not  large  enough  to  hold  a great  deal  of  furni- 
ture, There  was  probably  enough  so  that  each 
of  the  seven  children  had  something.  With  it 
there  was  a scarf  to  lay  on  top  of  the  desk,  made 
of  red  woolen  cloth  with  a flower  embroidered 
on  it,  probably  by  grandmother,  -l  wish  it  had 
been  saved  but  suppose  it  was  not.”  (It  was — 1848) 

The  desk  stood  in  the  attic  at  65  Myrtle  Street 
in  the  room  which  Joshua  Jr,  occupied  until  he 
went  west  in  188?.  as  he  had  not  sent  for  it 
when  he  had  a home  of  his  own,  my  father  asked 
to  purchase  it  from  him  in  1910  and  the  purchase 
was  made.  It  was  then  in  a poor  condition  but, 
was  repaired  by  Elisha  Peterson  of  Portland 
Half-brother  of  Grandmother  Davis  and  a skilled 
cabinet  maker.  The  lid  of  the  desk  v/as  warped 
and  cracked  and  was  replaced.  Originally  there 
had  been  pieces  at  each  end  dove-tailed  into 
the  piece  which  formed  the  lid.  This  change  was 
the  only  one  made  in  repairing  it. 
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THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 

Susan  Hanson 

Address:  W1223  Lois  St. 

PO  Box  187 

Spring  Valley,  WI  54767-0187 

Telephone:  715/778-4598  or 
715/778-5685 

i-susanhanson@hotmail,com 

I descend  from:  Benjamin/Benjamin/Benjamin  (Maine) 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Benjamin/Nathaniel 

XXX  Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Joshua,  Jr. 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Mary 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Thomas 

Gross/Lombard 

Other 


Please  tell  us  about  yourself:  Birthplace,  career,  marriage,  children,  interests,  hobbies,  etc. 

Bom:  June  7,  1945,  Rochester,  MN,  the  4th  of  5 daughters  bom  to  Kenneth  and 
Harriett  Steffens  Davis. 


I graduated  from  Spring  Valley  High  School  in  1963  and  the  University  of 
Wisconsin-River  Falls  ini  970  with  a degree  in  secondary  education.  After  teaching 
for  three  years,  I decided  I didn’t  want  to  spend  several  years  in  prison  for  manslaughter; 
so  I enrolled  in  business  school,  learned  office  skills,  worked  10  years  for  the  Minnesota 
Department  of  Corrections  and  just  completed  16  years  with  the  University  of 
Wisconsin-Stout. 

I married  Lowell  Hanson  in  1975  and  acquired  2 bonuses  - my  stepchildren  Janell  Hanson 
Callihan  (39)  and  Paul  Hanson  (37).  Together  Lowell  and  I have  Jennie  (20),  a student  at 
my  alma  mater. 

With  a head  start  on  kids,  I became  a young  grandmother.  We  have  seven  including  two 
sets  of  twin  boys.  The  big  twins  are  14  and  the  little  twins  are  infants. 

My  hobbies  include  haphazard  gardening,  reading  and  genealogy.  At  harvest  season  my 
dormant  domestic  genes  surge,  and  I do  a canning  and  preserving  marathon. 

Our  best  times  are  spent  with  our  kids  and  grandkids. 


THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 


Do  you  have  any  family  heirloom(s)? 

A collection  of  canes  and  walking  sticks  which  belonged  to  Joshua  Davis,  Sr.  and 
Joshua  Davis,  Jr.  One  is  gold-headed  and  made  from  the  wood  of  the  Man-O-War 
Somerset.  It  was  presented  to  Joshua  Davis,  Sr.  in  1888  on  his  retirement  as  Somerville 
School  superintendent.  Another  is  ivory  with  a screw-off  knob.  Used  as  a “washer” 
around  the  screw  is  a pine  tree  shilling  (with  a big  hole  in  the  middle).  Another  was 
made  from  the  wood  of  the  Hincks  Gross  pear  tree  in  Truro. 

The  walnut  lap  desk  made  by  Joshua  Davis  for  his  “intended”  Anna  Gross  Lombard  in 
1835.  Anna’s  name  and  date  are  written  in  pencil  inside.  The  desk  is  full  of  Anna’s 
letters  and  personal  papers. 

A watercolor  of  chrysanthemums  and  oils  of  Joshua  Davis,  Sr.  and  the  Davis  homestead 
on  Truro  painted  by  Emily  Davis. 

Probably  a metric  ton  of  family  papers.  Joan  Davis  Dimond  has  appointed  me  keeper  of 
the  “Davis  Archives”  and  contributes  frequently  and  generously. 

Here’s  your  chance  to  be  creative,  put  on  your  thinking  caps  and  share  your 
favorite  family  story. 

My  grandfather  Joshua  H.  Davis,  Jr.,  died  in  1942,  three  years  before  I was  bom,  so  the 
“stories”  I have  of  him  are  second-hand.  He  lived  with  my  parents  for  the  last  several 
years  of  his  life.  My  dad  mentioned  once  in  a while  I should  be  proud  to  be  a descendant 
of  ship  captains  from  the  days  of  the  clippers.  He  specifically  mentioned  the  Sovereign 
of  the  Seas.  Our  connection  is  not  with  the  famous  clipper  of  that  name  but  with  an 
earlier  vessel.  Unfortunately,  this  information  fell  on  disinterested  teenage  ears,  and  my 
dad  was  gone  before  my  interest  in  family  history  developed. 

My  mother  remembered  these  things: 

Joshua  told  her  that  at  one  time  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  could  see  the  homes  of 
all  seven  of  his  children  from  his  home  in  Truro. 

Even  after  living  in  the  Midwest  for  60  years,  Joshua  retained  New  England 
speech  patterns.  He  pronounced  the  names  of  his  sisters  Mary  and  Sarah  as 
MAY-Ree  and  SAY-Rah. 

Shortly  after  my  parents  were  married  they  traveled  East  to  visit  relatives.  Mother 
remembers  staying  overnight  at  65  Myrtle  St.  and  being  served  oatmeal  with  dates 
for  breakfast.  “It  was  delicious.” 

Mother  described  her  father-in-law  as  a “perfect  gentleman”  and  a pleasure  to 
have  in  her  young  married  household.  I think  that  is  a fine  tribute  to  him  (and 
her). 
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Harriett  Jane  Davis  Culbert 
225 1 Brittany  Court 
New  Brighton,  MN 
651/785-3385 
pculbert@earthlink.net 

Born:  Rochester,  MN,  December  30,  1946 

Married:  Patrick  Francis  Culbert  February  14,  1970  in  Eau  Claire,  Wl. 

BA  from  UW-Eau  Claire  (1969).  Taught  English  for  five  years,  stayed  home  12  years;  have 
worked  part-time-since  1986  - proofreader,  legal  editor,  retail. 

Children:  Elizabeth  Jane  (October  15,  1974),  BA  from  Duke  University  with  a double 

major  in  art  history  and  Italian  studies.  She  lives  in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Kathryn  Francis  (September  19,  1976),  BA  from  UW-Madison  with  a major 
in  French.  She  lives  in  Minneapolis,  MN. 

Patrick  Davis  (November  10,  1980),  studying  at  UW-Madison  for  a double 
major  in  forestry  and  computer  science. 

Pat  is  a 22-year  employee  (now  “Director  of  Media  Services”)  of  Xcel  Energy  (formerly 
Northern  States  Power).  We  spent  18  years  in  Eau  Claire,  WI  before  moving  to  New 
Brighton  in  1996. 

Hobbies:  Travel,  family  activities,  museums  (art  and  history),  crossword  puzzles, 

movies. 


HEIRLOOMS 

I have  “an  elegant  rocking  chair  from  Mrs.  Knight’s  family”  QHD,  Sr.)  that  was 
given  as  a 50th  anniversary  gift  to  Joshua  and  Anna  Davis  (1889).  Anna’s  description:  “It 
is  quite  a large  rocking  chair  with  a wooden  seat  cushioned  with  plush,  and  a cushion  of 
the  same  on  the  back  for  the  shoulders.  It  is  a very  pretty  chair.”  (Most  recently  refinished 
and  reupholstered  in  1985)  My  mother  Harriett  Davis  always  said,  “Now  that’s  a real 
antique.” 

I also  have  a small  painting  by  Arthur  V.  Diehl  (1914).  Elizabeth  cleaned  it  up  and 
reframed  it.  In  pencil  on  the  back  it  said,  “Mr.  S.  Davis  - paid.”  Her  research  found  his 
subjects  to  be  Venice,  Italy  and  a lot  done  in  the  Provincetown  area.  A real  regionalist 
painter  of  Cape  Cod! 


STORIES 

Our  mother  always  described  Joshua  H.  Davis,  Jr.  as  a “perfect  gentleman.”  He 
always  waited  for  others  to  be  served  first,  etc. 

Re  Aunt  Eleanor:  Fact  or  fiction?  Did  she  survive  a shipwreck  of  some  kind?  Was 
she  a mountain  climber? 


(Note:  Received  after  printing  was  done  but  before  the  pages  were  bound. 
Sequentially,  he  follows  Mary  Malmo  Reme.  He  is  the  youngest  son  of 
Donald  and  Eleanor  Davis  Malmo.) 

Robert  Walter  Malmo 
333  S.  7th  St.  #607 
LaCrosse,  WI  54601 


I was  born  in  Hudson,  WI  9/26/62.  I attended  three  different  high  schools  prior 
to  graduating  from  LaCrosse  Logan  High.  I attended  the  University  of 
Wisconsin-LaCrosse  for  two  years  and  left  with  36  semester  credits. 

I served  in  the  U.  S.  Coast  Guard  for  2-1/2  years  and  was  discharged  honorably. 

1 graduated  from  Western  Wisconsin  Technical  College  (LaCrosse)  in  1991  as  a 
radiographer  (X-ray  tech).  I performed  from  then  until  1998  as  a traveler  and  also  staff. 

I have  one  son  Michael  Robert  Joseph  Knudtson,  born  3/20/92. 

1 like  volunteering  at  nature  centers  as  a naturalist  volunteer.  1 love  fishing, 
canoeing  (the  outdoors  in  general),  music,  girlfriends,  painting,  carpentry,  floor 
installation,  and  landscaping.  I love  the  time  1 spend  with  my  son  the  most. 


Heirlooms;  Derby  hat  of  Kenneth  H.  Davis;  gold<olored  cross  of  Harriett  Davis  (Gram). 


Memories:  My  earliest  memory  of  Kenneth  Davis  would  be  his  laugh.  It  took  some  time, 
but  after  ten  years  I could  do  a fairly  good  impersonation  of  his  laughter!  I can  still  hear  it 
as  1 write  this. 
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THE  THOMASes 


Generation  1: 
Generation  2: 
Generation  3: 
Generation  4: 
Generation  5: 

Generation  6: 

Generation  7: 
Generation  8: 


Benjamin  & Betsey  Rowe  Davis 

Ebenezer  & Azubah  Hinckley  Davis 

Joshua  & Anna  Lombard  Davis 

Thomas  and  Martha  Tenney  Davis 

Tenney  & Dorothy  Muench  Davis 
Robert  & Lucy  Lazott  Davis 
Philip  &L  Dorothy  Fletcher  Davis 

Nancy  Davis  Libby 

Joan  Davis  Dimond 
Mary  Davis  Peterson 

Children  of  Generation  6 

Children  of  Generation  7 
Grandchildren  of  Generation  6 


BENJAl^  DAVIS  m.  BETSEY  ROWE 
ca.  17444776  1767  17474828 


BENJAMIN  DAVIS  James  Webb  Davis  EBENEZER  LOMBARD  DAVIS  Betsey  Davis 
17674840  1770-  1864  1773-  1858  1776-1815 

m.  1796 

AZUBAH  HINCKLEY 
1777-1857 


Dinah 

Solomon 

Ebenezer 

Betsey 

Benjamin 

Azubah  JOSHUA  H. 

1797-1875 

1799-1865 

1802-1886 

1805-1883 

1808-1880 

1811-1901  1814-1913 

m.  1839 

ANNA  G.  LOMBARD 

1818-1904 

1 

Annie  Mary  Solomon  Joshua  Emily  Sarah  THOMAS  LOMBARD  DAVIS 
1843-1921  1845-1931  1846-1928  1849-1942  1851-1932  1853-1936  1856-  1929 

m.  1887 

MARTHA  (“MATTIE”)  TENNEY 


Tenney  Lombard  Davis  ROBERT  TENNEY  DAVIS  PHILIP  SIDNEY  DAVIS 

1890-1949  1892-  1968  1895- 


NANCY  DAVIS  LIBBY  MARY  DAVTS  PETERSON 

JOAN  DAVIS  DIMOND 


to  (h(*  Itoacli  and  th»*  old  fish  lower. 
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HISTORICAL  FACT  OIJTTJNF. 


NAME  OF  CONTAC'T  PERSON  Mrs  Nancy  Davis  Libby 
ADDRESS  P O Box  373,  Kennebunk,  Maine  04043 
PHONE:  (207)  967-3955 

NAME  OF  PERSON  BURIED  Tenney  Lombard  Davis 
DATE  OF  BIRTH  January  7,  1 890 
DATE  OF  DEATH  January-  25,  1949 

PLACE  OF  RESIDENCE  FOR  MAJORITY  OF  LIFE  Norwell,  Mass 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


1890; 

1913: 

1915: 

1916-1917: 

1917: 


Born  in  Somerville,  Mass  , son  of  Thomas  Lombard  Davis  and  Martha  Williams 
Tenney 

B S , Masachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
MS,  Harvard  University 

Austen  Teaching  Fellow  and  Sheldon  Traveling  Fellow  in  Philosophy,  University 
of  California 

Ph  D , Harvard  University 


1917-1919: 

1919; 

1919: 

1923; 

1938; 

1940-1941; 


1st.  Lieutenant,  Ordnance  Corps.,  France 
Discharged,  U S.  Army 

Assistant  professor,  organic  chemistry,  MTT 

Married  Dorothy  T Muench 

Appointed  full  Professor  at  MIT 

Section  Chairman,  National  Defense  Research  Committee 
Trustee,  South  Scituate  Savings  Bank 


UNUSUAL  ACHIEVEMENTS 


Dr.  Davis’  chief  interests  in  life  were  chemistry  and  philosophy. 

He  published  numerous  books,  over  60  scientific  papers  and  20  patents  in  the  field  of  chemistry 
and  explosives;  published  10  articles  of  philosophical  interest;  published  80  papers  on  the  history 
of  chemistry  (35  of  which  dealt  with  Chinese  alchemy  and  chemistry);  102  editorials  and  popular 
scientific  articles,  and  50  book  reviews. 


HISTORICAL  FACT  OUTLINE 


(Tenney  Lombard  Davis  continued) 

1919:  Published  a paper  on  Roger  Bacon  and  gunpowder 

1 923 : Published  a book  on  the  letters  of  Bacon 

His  interest  in  alchemy  led  to  a series  of  papers  on  phlogiston,  Boyle  and  Boerhaave. 

His  paper  on  the  first  edition  of  the  “Skeptical  Chymist”  solved  many  problems  which  had 
existed  among  bibliographers  in  this  field. 

1930:  He  gave  the  world  the  first  translations  into  a western  language  of  Chinese  alchemical 
texts  and  published  many  papers  on  Chinese  fireworks  and  pyrotechnics 

Through  his  friendship  with  Boris  N.  Menshutkin,  the  noted  Russian  historian  of 
chemistry,  he  obtained  many  Russian  chemistry  books  which  were  unknown  in  this 
country 

He  was  Editor-in  Chief  of  “Chymia”,  the  Annual  History  of  Chemistry 

Dr.  Davis  was  an  expert  on  explosives  and  was  Director  of  Scientific  Research  and 
Development,  National  Fireworks,  Inc 

1941  and  1945;  Published  2-volume  text.  The  Chemistry  of  Powder  and  Explosives 

1942:  Retired  from  MIT  for  reasons  of  health.  He  retained  a consulting  position  with  National 
Fireworks,  Inc  , until  his  sudden  death  in  1949. 

Dr.  Davis  was  a member  of  the  American  Chemical  Society  and  chairman  of  its  history  of 
chemistry  division  from  1932-1939;  member  and  former  vice-president  of  the  History  of 
Science  Society;  member  and  former  corresponding  and  recording  secretary  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences;  corresponding  member  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Bohemia,  member  of  the  Newcomen  Society.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  editorial 
boards  of  the  Journal  of  Chemical  [Education,  Isis,  and  Arche  ion 

“Tenney  Davis  was  a man  of  great  versatility. ...  He  was  pre-eminently  the  philosophical 
historian  who  appplied  in  full  the  methods  of  the  scientist  in  historical  research.  As  a 
result,  his  historical  studies  occupy  a unique  place  among  those  of  American  historians  of 
chemistry. .. . Dr.  Davis’  remarkable  work  is  still  used  for  the  basic  starting  point  for 
researches  in  the  fields  of  alchemy,  chemistry  and  explosives.” 

Dr.  Davis’  chemical  library  of  nearly  1,000  volumes  was  bequeathed  to  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania 


HISTORICAL  FACT  QIJTLFNF 


NAME  OF  CONTACT  PERSON  Mrs  Nancy  D Libby 
ADDRESS  P O Box  373,  Kennebunk,  Maine  04043 
PHONE  (207)  967-5955 

NAME  OF  PERSON  BURIED  Robert  Tenney  Davis 
DATE  OF  BIRTH  February  24,  1 892 
DATE  OF  DEATH;  January  21,  1968 

PLACE  OF  RESIDENCE  FOR  MAJORITY  OF  LIFE:  Kennebunk,  Maine 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


1892; 

Bom  in  Somerville,  Mass.,  son  of  Thomas  Lombard  Davis  and 

Martha  Williams  Tenney 

1910. 

Graduated  Somerville  Latin  School 

1914, 

B.A.,  Harvard  University 

1916 

MBA,  Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Business  Administration 

1916-1927; 

Production  work  with  the  Nashua  Gummed  and  Coated  Paper  Co.,  Nashua,  NH 

1917-1919 

Served  in  World  War  I 

1927: 

Moved  to  Kennebunk,  Maine 

1927-1960 

Factory  manager,  director,  vice  president  & general  manager, 

Rogers  Fibre  Co.,  Kennebunk 

1930; 

Married  Lucy  Eleanor  Lazott,  daughter,  Nancy  (1931) 

1943-1945; 

Served  in  World  War  II 

CIVIC  AFFAIRS,  KENNEBUNK 


Selectman,  Park  Commissioner;  Trustee,  Kennebunk  Loan  & Building  Association, 
Director,  Ocean  National  Bank,  President,  Kennebunk,  Kennebunkport  and  Wells  Water 
District,  Chairman,  Budget  Board 


HISTORICAL  FACT  QUTLFNE 


(Robert  Tenney  Davis  continued) 

Member 

Souhegan  Valley  Barracks  of  World  War  1,  Hartshorn  Icciardi  Post,  American 
Legion,  Milford,  NH,  Harvard  Club  of  Boston;  1941-1942  served  on  War  Production 
Board  in  Washington,  DC  as  representative  of  the  Shoe  Board  Industry. 


WAR  RECORD 
World  War  I 

1917;  Commissioned  first  lieutenant,  in  personnel.  Ordnance  Dept.,  Washington,  DC. 

1918:  Promoted  to  CapUin,  sent  overseas  with  assignments  as  Base  Ordnance  Officer,  LeHavre; 
Ordnance  Personnel  Officer  for  the  A.E  F.,  Tours;  Ordnance  Officer  for  Second  Army 
HQ  at  Tours. 

1919:  Discharged 

World  War  II: 

1943:  Commissioned  major  in  the  American  Military  Government  Dept.,  U.S.  Army 

1944  Sent  overseas  with  combat  assignments  in  Aachen,  Cologne,  Kassel,  (“including  a 
front-row  seat.  Battle  of  the  Bulge’’) 

Major  Davis’  AMG  assignment  was  to  direct  the  reorganization  of  the  industrial  sector  in 
Cologne  after  the  German  surrender  He  also  served  on  the  General  Military  Court  there 

1945:  Discharged  lieutenant  colonel 


THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 


Nancy  Davis  Libby  (Daughter  of  Robert  Tenney  Davis 


Address:  FO  Box  373  

City,  State,  Zip:  Kennebunk,  Maine  04043 

Telephone:  ^07/9^7"  5955 email:  

I descend  from:  Benjamin/Benjamin/Benjamin  (Maine) 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Benjamin/Nathaniel 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Joshua,  Jr. 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Mary 

y*  Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Thomas 

Gross/Lombard 

Other 

Please  tell  us  about  yourself:  Birthplace,  career,  marriage,  children,  interests,  hobbies,  etc. 

Born  Portland  Maine,  5/5/31  Lived  first  ? years  in  Kennebunkport , 

Maine.  Moved  to  Kennebunk  and  lived  there  til  1952.  Graduated  fror 


Rogers  Hall,  Lowell,  MA. , Bradford  Jr.  College,  1950,  Tufts  Univ. 


(then  Jackeon  College)  1952.  Worked  in  Boston  until  marriage  in 
1957*  (Dr.  Hans  Meier)  divorced  and  later  married  Jack  Libby. 


tv'o  sons;  Hans  Robert  Meier,  Rolf  jMsg  Joerg  Meier 

daughter:  Wendy  Tomlinson  Libby  Kg|^^^^^gusband  Loren  S.  Kessel) 

Grandchildren;  Hans  Randall  Meier  and  Jillian  Leigh  Meier  (childrer 

of  Hans  Robert  M.eier  (Jillians  mother  Laurie  Falmei 

"Randy's”  mother  Caryn  Gray ) 

Garre-tt  Pay  Meier  (son  of  Rolf  and  Andrea  Sereby  M« 
Tomlins on 

Emily/Kessel  (daughter  of  Wendy  and  Loren) 

Was  housewife  til  children  were  grown.... had  antiques  shop  in  the 

1970s...  divorced  in  the  70s.  Had  various  jobs  in  the  Kennebunkpoi 

area  1980s  and  90s.  Coordinate  home  book  delivery  and  special 
services  program  for  past  8 years  and  Kennebunk  Library.  Work  with 

local  chxurch  (volunteer)  presently.  Love  to  read,  paint,  do  crewel 
cook,  garden.  Love  outdoors,  walking ...  Best  of  all  -time  w’^ith  familii 
and  grandchildren 


THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 


Do  you  have  any  family  heirloom(s)?  Do  you  know  any  history  behind  the 
heirloom(s)?  Please  share: 


Paintings  by  EMILY  SMALL  DAVIS,  daughter  uf  Joshua  Hinckley  Davis 


Small  painted  and  decorated  shhdjbl  chair  of  Joshua  Hindiey  Davis 
Family  album  starting  with  pictures  of  Ebenezer  and  Azuba  Davis 


'Dainty  ladder  back  rocker  belonged  to  Elizabeth  Gross  L'^mbard  Peterson 

(179^-1^73)  made  for  her  by  her  husband,  John  Peterson,  whom 

she  married  in  1821.  She  was  the  great-grandmother  of  Anna 

Lombard  favis.  This  came  from  the  estate  of  Helen  Davis  (daughter 

of  Solomon  and  Joanna  Davis  Solomon  was  J.H.  Davis'  son. 

5r . 

Here’s  your  chance  to  be  creative,  put  on  your  thinking  caps  and  share  your  , 
favorite  family  story.  Please  make  your  anecdote(s)  as  “ancient”  as  possible.  (Do  you 
remember  your  parents/grandparents  talking  about  their  parents/grandparents?  Do  you 
have  an  interesting  obituary  about  an  ancestor?  Do  you  have  written  material  which  could 
be  Xeroxed  and  attached  to  this  query?)  Remember,  make  it  a Wavis”  or  “Lombard**  story. 

Please  do  not  limit  yourself  to  the  lines  below.  Contribute  as  much  as  you  like. 

Martha  Tenney  Davis  (wife  of  Thomas  whose  father  was  JH  Davis,  Sr.) 


was  a very  dignified  lady,  but  her  three  sons,  Tenney,  Robert  and 


Philip  were  devils  I Hoping  to  make  gentlemen  out  of  them  she  sent 


them  to  Dancing  School.  (Somerville,  Mass.)  Now  Tenney  was  a budding 
chemis t (later  became  world  renowned  for  his  v/(;Ek  in  explosives 


and  the  hist(;ry  of  chemistry )...  so  Tenney  made  the  stink  bombs  and 
Robert  and  Philip  set  them  off... I'm  sure  all  three  appeared  as 


innocent  as  babes  and  managed  to  12)ok  properly  dismayed  that  the 
dancing  class  v/as  necessarily  cancelled  . 


Please  make  copies  of  this  and  forward  to  members  of  your  own  family  line. 


THE  DAVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

(Including  the  Hinckley/Lombard/Gross  Connections) 


1.  Name: 

Address:  AiJ^aJOC 

City,  State,  Zip:  /V)/f  6X^<iT- 

Telephone:  email:  SA'biNo^'L  ^Aof-.CotA 

I descend  from:  Benjamin/Benjamin/Benjamin  (Maine) 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Benjamin/Nathaniel 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Joshua,  Jr. 

Benjamin/Ebenezer/Joshua,  Sr./Mary 

X BenjaminyEbecezer/Jcshua,  Sr./Thomas 

Gross/Lombard 

Other 

Please  tell  us  about  yourself:  Birthplace,  career,  marriage,  children,  interests,  hobbies,  etc. 

I was  bom  in  Cambridge,  MA  on  January  7, 1926,  and  lived  in  Arlington,  MA  for  about  10 

years  before  moving  to  Reading.  MA.  My  mother  and  father,  Dorothy  Fletcher  and  Philip  Sidney 
Davis  bought  the  house  at  160  Summer  Avenue,  Reading,  MA  from  his  cousins,  Helen  and  Carolyn 
Davis,  daughters  of  Solomon  and  Josie  Davis.  I graduated  from  Reading  High  School  in  1943,  and 
McGill  University  in  Montreal,  PQ,  Canada  in  1947.  After  attending  Katharine  Gibbs  Secretarial 
School  in  Boston.  I accepted  a position  as  secretary  to  the  Director  of  the  Division  of  Journalism  in  the 
newly  established  School  of  Public  Relations  at  Boston  University.  There  I met  Sidney  Allen  Dimond, 
a professor  in  the  Division  of  Radio,  whom  I married  in  March  1950.  We  have  lived  happily  in 
Needham,  MA  since  1951. 

We  have  two  adult  children,  Deborah  and  David,  and  have  three  grandchildren,  Danielle, 

\ 

almost  10,  Spencer,  8+,  and  Sydnie,  3,  who  live  in  Norfolk,  MA  with  their  parents  David  and  Lynne. 

1 was  secretary  for  the  Massachusetts  Society  of  Optometrists  for  1 7 years  before  retiring  to 
play  tennis,  do  volunteer  work  at  the  Congregational  Church  of  Needham  UCC,  and  to  “have  tun.” 

I have  devoted  many  years  of  active  participation  in  Kappa  Kappa  Gamma  tratermty  ot  which 


1 am  a 50+  year  member. 


10-30-2000 


I have  many  “heirlooms”  but  no  stories  beyond  Aunt  Annie’s  70th  B-day  and  the 
20  volume  set  of  Dickens  which  the  nieces  and  nephews  gave  her. 


I have: 

- A gold  pocket  watch  Henri  Hoffman,  Geneva,  N 15 1 12,  which  is  inscribed 

“Presented  to  Solomon  Davis”  by  his  friends  in  the  Franklin  Literary 
Association,  Somerville,  Mass,  April  29,  1878 

- What  1 believe  to  the  original  journals  of  Joshua  Hinckley  Davis,  Sr. 

- Copies  of  portraits  (oil  on  canvas)  of  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  and 

Jaazaniah  Gross 

- Assorted  paintings  by  Emily  Small  Davis 

- A mahogany  bed  and  bureau  from  the  house  on  Myrtle  Street 

- A tabletop  chest  of  drawers  made  by  Elisha  Peterson  around  1880,  with 

newspaper  article  and  a letter  written  by  him  in  October  1915 

- A lovely  desk  left  to  me  by  Dorothy  Davis  (Bamber),  widow  of 

Tenney  Lombard  Davis,  which  she  felt  should  “stay  in  the  family” 

- A wooden  cradle  which  belonged  to  Thomas  and  Martha  Davis  and  which 

Tenney,  Robert  and  Philip  all  slept  in  as  babies 


Joan  Davis  Dimond  and  the  tabletop  chest  of  drawers  made  by 
Elisha  Gross  Peterson  about  1880. 


Mary  Davis  Peterson 
20  Gull  Rd. 

Falmouth,  Mass.  02540-2615 
508/548-0952 


Born  in  Cambridge 
Worked  at  Harvard  University 
Married  Niles  A.  Peterson  April  24,  1954 
Two  sons  ~ Niles  III,  Philip  Davis  Peterson 
Three  grandchildren  -Crissy,  Taylor,  Jill 


Heirlooms:  Martha  & Thomas  Davis  - grandparents 

Mt.  Vernon  St.,  Somerville 

Inherited  mahogany  drop-leaf  table 
2 side  chairs 
Banjo  clock 


JOSHUA  11.  DAVIS. 


One  of  the  personalities  that  bind  the 
Somerville  of  today  with  the  town  of 
fifty  years  ago  was  taken  this  week  when 
Joshua  H.  Davis  laid  down  life's  bur- 
dens and  passed  into  Eternity.  Mr. 
Davis  tvas  living  his  ninety-ninth  year. 
He  came  to  Somerville  in  1854,  and 
within  a few  years  was  given  charge  of 
the  schools.  For  twenty-two  years  he 
devoted  the  full  measure  of  his  ability 
and  the  inspiration  of  his  lofty  charac- 
ter for  the  development  of  Somerville 
boys  and  girls.  He  accomplished  a 
great  work  in  this  formative  period,  and 
when  he  retired  in  1888  he  was  one  of 
the  best-known  and  most  beloved  citi- 
zens of  Somerville.  He  was  immedi- 
ately honored  by  an  election  to  the  state 
legislature,  and  during  the  years  of  his 
old  age  he  has  retained  the  affection 
of  all  who  knew  him. 

Before  coming  (to  Somerville,  Mr. 
Davis  conspicuously  served  his  native 
town  of  Truro,  and  his  public  work  in 
Somerville  was  equaled  by  his  interest 
in  religion,  and  in  the  Franklin-street 
church.  His  whole  life  was  useful  and 
helpful,  an  example  to  all  of  consistent 
Christian  living. 


(from  Mary  Davis  Peterson) 
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North  Truro:  a place  of  beauty  and  bounty 


THE  DAVIS/DAVIS  - LOMBARD/LOMBARD 

CONNECTION 


Gen.  l:Benjamin  Davis 
m.  1767 
Betsey  Rowe 


Gen.  2:  Ebenezer  Davis 
m.  1795 

, Azubah  Hinckley 


Gen.  3: 


James  Lombard — (sil 
m.  1792 
Hannah  Snow 


blpgs) ^Anna  Lombard 

m.  1792 

Jaazaniah  Gross 


hr 


Mehitable  Lombard — cbusiiu 
m.  1812 
Levi  Stevens 


Elizabeth  Gross- 
m.  t3i3 
Thomas  Lombard 


-(sisters) — Sarah  Gross 


m. 


Lewis  Lombard 


Benj.  Davis  Joshua  Davis 

Betsey  Stevens — c 

^ins — ^Anna  Gross  Lombard 

m.  1833  (brothers)  m.  1839 

m.  1833 

m.  1839 

Betsey  Stevens  Anna  Lombard 

Benj.  Davis 

- Joshua  Davis 

Gen.  4: 


hr. 


m. 

Margaret  Baker 


5rd 


Nathaniel].  K.  Davis— ^cousins — Joshua  Davis,  Jr. Katherine  B.  Lombard 

m.  1886  cousins  m. 


m. 

Ida  Masta 


Gen.  5: 


m. 

Josephine  James 


I 


Gen.  6: 


5n 


Cora  Hendrick 


Herman  Haas 


3rJ 


Benjamin  Davis cousins Kenneth  Davis cousins Ruth  K.  Haass 


Dorothy  Davis cousais- 

m. 

Frank  Ebens 


m.  1929 

Harriett  Steffens 


-Susan  Davis — cousms- 


m. 


Gen.  7: 


Richard  Ebens — 
m. 

Mary  Jean  Comings 


-couS 


m.  1975 

Lowell  Hanson 


Edward  L.  Dunn 

I 


-Anne  E.  Dunn 
m. 


5rh 


James  G.  Harris 


I 


ms- 


-Jennie  Hanson — cousins — Sandra  A.  Harris 

m. 

Chad  Gilley 


Richard  Ebens  - Susan  Hanson  - 5th  cousins,  once  removed  (Lombard  relationship) 
Richard  Ebens  - Susan  Hanson  - 3rd  cousins,  once  removed  (Davis  relationship) 
Richard  Ebens  - Sandra  Gilley  - 6th  cousins 
Sandra  Gilley  - Susan  Hanson  - 4th  cousins,  once  removed 


Siiiiilra  Harris  htlp://www.whom949.convsandra.h 


Sandra  Harris 

The  friendly,  mellow  tones  of  Sandra 
Harris'  voice  have  been  greeting  the 
listeners  of  WHOM  for  more  than  a 
decade.  Sandra  began  at  WHOM  in 
1984,  after  short  stints  at  WWMJ  in 
Ellsworth,  Maine  and  WCME,  then  on 
Westport  Island.  Sandra  is  originally  from 
Maine,  she  moved  to  Duxbury, 
Massachusetts  as  a small  child.  Today 
she  lives  in  Maine  with  her  husband  and 
two  sons. 

You  can  E-mail  Sandra  directly  at 


SANDRA  ANNE  HARRIS  GILLEY 
b.  1960 


Does  anyone  else  see  a resemblance  between  these  two? 

Emily  Peterson  Small’s  mother,  Elizabeth  Gross  Lombard  Peterson,  and  Sandra  s 
great-great-great  grandmother,  Sarah  Gross  Lombard  were  sisters. 

Sandra  Gilley  and  Emily  Peterson  are  first-cousins-four-times-removed. 

Sandra  has  the  same  relationship  to  my  great-grandmother 
Anna  Gross  Lombard  Davis. 


Sandra  Anne  Harris  Gilley 
12  Marcelle  Ave. 

South  Portland,  ME  04106 
207/7728013 
sandra@fishlakia.com 
Website:  fishlakia.com 

Gross/Lombard  Descendant 


I was  born  July  19,  1960  in  Portland,  Maine.  We  moved  to  Reading,  Massachusetts 
in  1967  and  Duxbury,  Mass,  in  1969.  I graduated  from  Duxbury  High  in  1979  and 
attended  Roanoke  College  in  Salem,  Virginia  for  two  years.  I transferred  to  the  Univ.  of 
Maine  and  graduated  in  1983  with  a broadcasting  degree. 

This  is  where  I met  my  future  husband  Charles  (Chad)  Staples  Gilley.  Years  later 
we  were  to  discover  that  we  are  also  fifth  cousins.  Yes,  our  two  sons  Christopher  and  James 
turned  out  fine!  They  were  both  born  in  Portland,  Maine. 

Chad  and  1 were  married  on  October  15,  1983  in  Truro,  Mass,  at  the 
Congregational  church.  We  lived  in  Ellsworth,  Maine  and  both  worked  on  the  air  at  the 
same  radio  station.  Six  months  later  we  moved  to  Portland.  1 worked  in  Wiscasset  at 
another  radio  station.  Another  6 months  later  I changed  radio  stations.  I have  now  been 
working  at  WHOM  for  16  years. 

I work  to  support  my  hobbies  - sewing,  photography,  gardening  and,  of  course, 
genealogy. 


HEIRLOOMS 


I have  a gold  thimble  from  my  great  grandmother  Katharine  Baker  Lombard 
Haass.  I have  bells  from  John  Mayo.  He  was  my  great  grandmother’s  1st  cousin.  The  bells 
came  from  out  west  on  one  of  their  trips.  John  never  married,  so  some  of  his  things  have 
come  down  through  our  line.  I also  have  a diary  of  his  telling  of  one  summer  in  Truro. 


I 


en  Years  of  Love  Songs 


http://www.fishlakia.com/LoveSongs/default.ht 
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Ter>  years  ago,  the  program  director  of  WHOM  radio  in  Portland  at 
that  time  decided  that  the  evening  hours  would  be  turned  over  to  the 
audience.  WHOM’s  new  "Love  Songs  at  Night"  show  would  be 
requests  and  dedications.  That  program  director  was  gone  within  the 
year,  but  "Love  Songs  at  Night,"  and  it’s  host,  Sandra  Harris  endure,  a 
longevity  that’s  unusual  in  the  turbulent  world  of  radio. 

Love  Songs  reaches  listeners  like  no  other  programming  on  the 
station,  according  to  Program  Director  Tim  Moore.  "Sandra  is  the 
most  recognizable  and  dare  I say  most  beloved  personality  on  the 
radio  station."  Moore  says,  "Longevity  has  a lot  to  do  with  that,  but  it’s 


Sandra  Harris  graduated 
from  the  University  of 
Maine  in  1983.  While  in 
college  she  did  her  first 
radio  at  the  student 
station  there,  WMEB. 
After  graduation  she  got 
married  and  her  first 
professional  radio  work 
was  in  Ellsworth,  Maine 
at  WWMJ  radio.  She 
moved  to  Southern 
Maine  about  a year  later 
to  work  mid-day  at  what 
was  then  WCME  on 
Westport  Island,  near 
Wiscassett,  but  she  lived 
in  Portland  and  Westport 
was  a long  hour  and  a 
half  commute.  When 
WHOM  called  her  in  the  fall  of  1984  she  jumped  at  the  chance  to  work 
overnights  closer  to  home,  and  avoid  all  that  winter  driving.  She 
moved  to  evenings  before  the  birth  of  her  first  son,  a couple  of  years 
later.  That  was  more  than  twelve  years  ago.  These  days,  she’ll 
reluctantly  accept  the  label  "Soccer  mom,"  though  only  one  of  her  two 
sons  plays  soccer.  (In  the  interest  of  full  disclosure  we’ll  point  out  that 
Sandra  is  married  to  an  editor  at  Road  Runner  and  the  author  of  this 
piece) 


1 of5 


4/12/01  10:22  P 


Ten  Years  of  Love  Songs 


, http;//www.fishlakia.com/LoveSongs/default 


Tim  Moore  says  WHOM  aims  to  appeal  to  women,  ages  24  plus,  and 
Love  Songs  is  part  of  that  strategy.  'The  music  is  not  that  different 
from  what  we  play  during  the  day  ...  but  the  dimension  with  Sandra  is 
that  she  can  personalize  each  song;  There  is  a different  flavor  at  night 
and  Sandra’s  sending  it  out  specifically  to  one  person  with  that 
message  is  what  makes  it  magical." 

Sandra  says  most  of  her  calls  are  indeed  from  women,  and  generally 
younger  women,  "But  I’ll  have  parents  who’ll  have  their  kids  call  up.  I 
mean  I’ve  had  them  as  young  as  five  years  old,  and  they’ll  just  want  to 
hear  a song  or  they  might  make  a dedication  to  their  mom  and  dad. 
Then  I’ll  have  older  women  too  that  have  a crush  on  the  old  man  down 
the  hall."  In  ten  years  she’s  had  some  interesting  calls.  "I  could  tell  you 
about  the  guy  that  wanted  to  make  a dedication  to  his  parrot.  Oh  yeah 
I get  lots  of  goofy  stuff.  Sometimes  they’re  just  college  kids  goofing  on 
me  ...  You  get  all  kinds.  (Laughs)  Plymouth  State  College  is  a hotbed 
of  pranksters  and  then  there’s  USM  too." 

That’s  not  to  say  men  never  call.  In  fact,  they  get  priority.  ’They  call  so 
infrequently  that  I want  to  encourage  them."  Do  they  sound 
embarrassed  when  they  call?  "Sometimes  they  do.  They  say  ‘My 
girlfriend  wants  me  to  call,  my  wife  wants  me  to  call.  She  told  me  I’m 
supposed  to  say  this  to  her,’  (Laugh)  and  then  they’ll  be  getting  it 
wrong  and  they’ll  be  getting  nudged  in  the  back..." 

Over  the  years  Sandra  has  put  "Dozens  and  dozens"  of  marriage 
proposals  on  the  air.  She  says  she  lost  count  long  ago,  but  she  does 
remember  the  very  first  one.  ’They  still  call  me  every  once  in  a while. 
That  must  have  been  six  years  or  so  ago.  David  and  Robin.  I’ve  done 
dozens  since  then,  but  I remember  the  first  one.  They  actually  came  to 
meet  me  afterwards  at  the  Deering  Oaks  Family  Festival,  and  they 
keep  in  touch,  like  on  their  anniversary."  Some  of  the  proposal  stories 
are  funny.  "Sometimes  it’s  the  women  asking  the  men.  Once,  she 
called  up,  did  the  proposal.  He  heard  it  on  the  radio.  They  were 
together  and  they  heard  the  proposal  together.  He  ran  out  of  the 
house.  She  got  all  upset  because  he  ran  out  of  the  house  and  she  had 
no  idea  where  he  was  going.  He  was  actually  running  to  his  place, 
which  was  a couple  of  doors  down.  He  came  back  with  a ring  for  her 
because  he  had  been  planning  on  asking  her  the  same  question." 
Usually,  but  not  always,  the  answer  is  yes.  Sometimes  she  gets  invited 
to  the  weddings.  "But  I haven’t  ever  gone." 

Sandra  gets  an  average  of  fifty  requests  a night.  Over  ten  years  that 
adds  up.  Tim  Moore  says,  "Without  a doubt  she  has  talked 
one-on-one  with  more  listeners  of  WHOM  than  any  personality  in  the 
history  of  the  radio  station.  ...It’s  phenomenal  to  me  how  the  listeners 
bond  to  her." 
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'.rT^^safiBSH  Another  inside  tip  for 
actually  getting  your 
dedication  on  the  air  is  call 
on  a Friday.  "Friday  night  is 
my  slowest  night.  I think 
because  probably  people 
are  out  on  Friday  night.  I 
ask  people  sometimes, 


laDli  — — - 

because  I was  trying  to 

figure  out  why  Monday  is  so 

busy,  and  they  say  it’s 

because  they’ve  just  been 

with  that  person  all 

weekend  ...  and  they 

weren’t  going  to  see  them 

for  a couple  of  days.  They 

missed  them  and  they 

wanted  to  tell  them  what  a 

good  time  they  had  over  the 

weekend." 


Sandra  has  answered 
many  other  memorable 
calls  over  the  years.  "I  had 
a woman  call  me  once  in 
labor.  I said  ‘why  are  you 
calling  me?  Go  do  your 
work.’  (Laughs)  I got  her 
song  right  on.  She  was  in 
the  hospital  and  she  was 
bored  I guess.  I have 
people  who  will  call  me  up 
to  do  the  birth 
announcement.  You  know 
right  after  you  have  a baby 
you  want  to  tell  everyone, 
this  is  a way  to  tell 
everyone.  Those  are  fun." 


Valentines  is  a big  night  for 
Love  Songs.  The  show  is 
expanded  from'eight  to 
midnight  to  six  to  midnight. 
While  a typical  night  is 
busy,  according  to  Sandra,  "Valentines  is  INCREDIBLY  busy.  There 
are  no  words  to  describe  how  busy  I am.  I just  can’t  answer  the  phone 
fast  enough” 


The  annual  Jim  Brickman  concert  is  also  big  for  Love  Songs.  Jim 
Brickman  wrote  the  Love  Songs  jingle  before  he  became  famous. 
’This  guy  I never  heard  of  called  and  said  he’d  do  a jingle  for  free  if  we 
just  mentioned  his  name  a few  times."  Now  Brickman’s  Portland 
concert  sells  out  every  year,  his  songs  are  regularly  requested  on 
Love  Songs  and  Sandra  and  her  colleagues  get  on  stage  and  - 
introduce  the  show.  She  says  it’s  a great  chance  to  meet  her  listeners, 
"After  the  Jim  Brickman  concert  all  kinds  of  people  tap  me  on  the 
shoulder  and  say  "Hi  Sandra"  and  I have  no  idea  who  they  are. 
Actually  it’s  kind  of  fun  when  people  introduce  themselves.  Because 
then  I can  put  a face  together  with  a voice,  especially  if  it’s  a regular 
caller  who's  been  calling  me  over  the  years." 
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Tim  says  he  sees  evidence 
of  that  bonding  when  he's 
out  on  remote  broadcasts 
or  appearances.  "People 
always  come  up  and  say 
'Where's  Sandra?'  They'll 
hand  me  a cocktail  napkin 
with  a request  on  it  and  ask 
me  to  give  it  to  her." 

WHOM  has  a huge 
coverage  area.  The  studios 
are  located  in  Portland,  but 
the  transmitters  and  towers 
are  on  top  of  Mount 
Washington.  Sandra  gets 
calls  from  all  over.  "Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont.  A few  every 
once  in  a while  from  New  York  state,  a fair  amount  from  the  North 
Shore  of  Massachusetts.  Then  there  are  a few  regulars  from  Canada 
who  call  me.  Quebec  province,  they  listen  up  there."  Sometimes  they 
call  from  about  as  far  away  as  they  can  get.  "One  of  the  coolest  ones 
was  a long  time  ago.  There  was  a soldier  stationed  in  South  Korea. 

He  called  me  and  his  girlfriend  was  back  in  Maine.  It  was  one  of  those 
overseas  calls,  you  know,  where  it  takes  a few  seconds  for  the 
transmission  to  go  through.  It  was  very  cool  because  you  could  tell  he 
was  calling  me  from  very  far  away.  But  I get  calls  from  all  over.  Hawaii, 
Washington  State,  Texas  every  once  in  a while.  They're  mostly  from 
people  who  are  away  and  they  have  people  back  here  in  New 
England.  They've  gone  away  on  vacation  ...  and  left  someone  behind 
or  they’ve  moved." 

Sandra  gets  mail,  too  from  all  over,  "I  do  get  letters  from  prisoners. 
Windham  is  the  big  one,  only  a few  from  Thomaston.  I think  in 
Concord  there’s  a penitentiary;  I’ve  got  letters  from  there.  Windham 
seems  to  be  the  hotbed.  Actually  I’ve  got  file  folders  full  of  letters  over 
the  years."  And  e-mail  from  the  WHOM  web  site.  "Every  night  there’s 
a pile  waiting  on  the  web  site,  people  that  have  left  dedications.  I 
check  a couple  of  times  a night." 

With  an  average  of  fifty  telephone  calls  every  night,  plus  e-mail  and 
faxes,  how  does  she  decide  which  to  put  on?  "I  try  to  put  on  the  most 
interesting  dedications,  the  ones  who  have  the  most  interesting  things 
to  say.  The  marriage  proposals  will  get  top  priority.  Anniversaries, 
happy  birthdays,  those  all  get  on.  A first  time  caller  is  going  to  probably 
get  priority." 
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ODE  TO  THE  TYPOGRAPHICAL  ERROR 


The  typographical  error 
Is  a slippery  thing  and  sly. 

You  can  hunt  until  youTe  dizzy 
But  somehow  it  will  get  by, 

‘Til  the  pages  have  been  printed 
It  is  strange  how  still  it  keeps. 

It  shrinks  down  in  the  corner, 
And  it  never  stirs  or  peeps. 

To  aid  in  its  detection 
You  have  to  print  ten  reams. 
Sort  the  pages,  punch  the  holes. 
And  bind  it  at  the  seams. 

That  typographical  error. 

Too  small  for  human  eyes. 
Reaches  out  and  thumbs  its  nose 
And  grows  to  mountain  size. 

The  writer  stares  with  horror, 
Then  she  grabs  her  hair  and  groans. 
Afterward  she  drops  her  head 
Upon  the  desk  and  moans. 

I 

Almost  all  the  pages  may  be 
Clean  as  clean  can  be. 

But  the  typographical  error 
Is  the  only  thing  you  see. 


BENJAMIN  DAVIS  m.  BETSEY  ROWE  DAVIS 
1742-1776?  1767  1747  - 1828 


1 


Benjamin  Davis,  2nd  James  Webb  Davis 
1767  - 1840 
m. 

Sarah  Long 

Mary  Davis 
m. 

Azor  Dyar 

Emerson  Dyar 
m. 

Mary  Davis  (2nd  cousin) 


r 


EBENEZER  LOMBARD  DAVIS 
1773  - 1858 
m. 

AZUBAH  HINCKLEY  DAVIS 
1776  - 1857 


Betsey  Davis,  2nc 


I [ 


Dinah 
m.  1816 
Benj.  Dyer 


Solomon 
m.  1821 
Betsey  Snow 


Ebenezer  Betsey 

m-  1824  m.  1823 

Maria  Harding  Isaac  Gross 


Benjamin 
m.  1835 
Betsey  Stevens 


Azubah 

m. 

Thomas  Paine 


Joshua  EUnckley  Davis 
m.  1839 

Anna  Gross  Lombard 


I 

Nathaniel  Jordan  Knight  Davis 


Levi  Franklin  Stevens  Davis 
m. 

Mary  Paine 


I 


Nathaniel  Jordan  Knight  Davis,  2nd 
m. 

Ida  Masta 
Bessie 
Benjamin 
Julia 
Emma 


I r 


Anna  Mary 

m.  1875 
Emerson  Dyar 
Annie 
Louis 
Alice 
Ralph 
Gladys 


Solomon 

m. 

Josie  Allen 
Caroline 
Helen 


T 


Joshua  H.  Davis,  Jr. 
m.  1886 
Cora  Hendrick 
Eleanor 
Kenneth 


Emily 


Sarah 


T 


Thomas  Davis 
m. 1887 

Martha  Tenney 
Tenney 
Robert 
Philip 


**  Bold  type  indicates  identified  lines  of  descent. 


